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ZIVALSKI OSTANKI Z ZELEZNODOBNEGA GROBISCA MOST NA SOCI:
LEDINI PUCARJEV ROB IN REPELC

ARCHAEOZOOLOGICAL EVIDENCE FROM THE IRON AGE CEMETERY
AT MOST NA SOCI: THE PUCARJEV ROB AND REPELC SITES

Borut TOSKAN

UvOD

Sirokopotezna arheoloska izkopavanja Zeleznodob-
nih in rimskodobnih naselbinskih kontekstov z Mosta na
So¢i(sl. 1), izvedena med letoma 1971 in 1984 (Svoljsak,
Dular 2016; Tecco Hvala, Dular [ur.] 2018), so to naj-
disce ustolicila kot najobsezneje raziskano arheolosko
najdisce iz prvega tisocletja pr. Kr. v jugovzhodnoalp-
skem prostoru. Enako oceno je mogoce podati tudi z
vidika arheozoologije, saj je bilo takrat s sistemati¢nim
pobiranjem zbranih vec kot 11.700 Zzivalskih ostankov
(Bartosiewicz 1985; Toskan, Bartosiewicz 2018). Prva
odmevna porocila o najdbah zivalskih ostankov z Mosta
na Soci so sicer precej starejsa. Spisana so bila ze konec
19. stol., v zvezi z njimi pa moc¢no izstopa odkritje
$tirih samostojnih pokopov konj na osrednjem delu
tamkaj$nje obsezne nekropole (Marchesetti 1893a, 189,
217-218,270). Kljub skoraj 7000 odkritim prazgodovin-
skim in rimskodobnim grobovom ostaja skupno $tevilo
tedaj zbranih zivalskih ostankov razmeroma skromno.
Grobov, za katere obstajajo porocila o odkritju arheo-
zoologkih najdb, je namre¢ le 61.

Navedeno gradivo Se ni bilo delezno celovite arhe-
ozooloske obravnave, ¢eprav je bil tak poskus nedavno
sicer napravljen (Gruskovnjak 2016a). Zal je bil avtor
Studije glede podatkov o najdis¢nih kontekstih posame-
znih najdb, njihovi taksonomsko-anatomski opredelitvi
in morebitnih tafonomskih posebnostih omejen na
razmeroma skopa porocila izkopavalcev, saj v gradivo
ni imel neposrednega vpogleda (glej npr. Gruskovnjak
20164, 117, 122, 125, 129, 134). Zato ostajajo Stevilna
vprasanja v zvezi z vlogo Zivali v tedanjih pogrebnih
obredjih odprta (glej npr. Gruskovnjak 2016a, 138-139).
Predvsem ni mogoce verodostojno oceniti kvalitete
vzoréenja arheozooloskih najdb med posameznimi
fazami terenskega raziskovanja, kakor vec¢inoma tudi

ne stopnje fragmentiranosti gradiva, morebitnih sledi
¢lovekovih dejavnosti, starosti zivali ob poginu, njihove
velikost ipd. Priloznost vpogleda v navedene okolis¢i-
ne ponuja arheozoolosko gradivo z najnizje terase te
obsezne nekropole, tj. z ledin Pucarjev rob in Repelc
(sl 1: 3, 4). Gre za najdbe, pridobljene med terenskimi
raziskavami v letih 2000 do 2013 (glej tu Mlinar), ko je
bilo skupaj odkritih 88 grobov. Na Pucarjevem robu se
je pokopavanje domnevno zacelo proti koncu 7. ali na
zacetku 6. stol. pr. Kr. in je trajalo najmanj do sredine
4. stol. pr. Kr. (glej tu Mlinar, sl. 18, 19), na Repelcu pa
so najstarejsi grobovi datirani v 5. stol. pr. Kr., medtem
ko je najmlajsi raziskani (verjeten) pokop zgodnjesre-
dnjeveski (glej tu Mlinar, sl. 59; pril. 2). Glavnina grobov
z osrednjega dela nekropole, izkopanih konec 19. in v
zacetku 20. stol. (sl I: 2), je datirana v ¢as med 8. in 4.
stol. pr. Kr.

Izbrani zivalski ostanki z ledin Pucarjev rob in
Repelc so bili v literaturi nekajkrat Ze povr$no omenjeni
(glej npr. Mlinar 2002; 2008, 111-113; Kmetova 2014,
337; Gruskovnjak 2016a), v tem poglavju pa so prvi¢
predstavljeni celovito. Gradivo hrani Tolminski muzej.

POPIS ZIVALSKIH OSTANKOV
PUCARJEV ROB

Med izkopavanji na ledini Pucarjev rob so bile pri-
dobljene najmanj tri Zivalske najdbe. Pobrane so bile iz
dveh bogatejsih zganih pokopov (grobova PR 1in PR 2),
kjer so lezale v loncenih zarah - pitosih. Ti so v sveto-
lucijski halstatski kulturni skupini razmeroma redki;
na ledini Pucarjev rob sta grobova PR1 in PR 2 edina s
tovrstnim nac¢inom pokopa (glej tu Mlinar, t. 1-4A). Ob
navedenem je bilo nekaj sezganih drobcev morda prav
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SI. I: Arheoloska najdi$¢a na Mostu na Soci: naselje (1), osrednji del grobis¢a (2), ledina Repelc (3), ledina Pucarjev rob (4),

manj$e grobisce na desnem bregu Idrijce (5). M. = 1:5000.

Fig. I: Topographic map of Most na So¢i: settlement (1), central part of the cemetery (2), the Repelc site (3), the Pucarjev rob site
(4), the small cemetery on the right bank of the River Idrijca (5). Scale = 1:5000.

tako Zivalskih kosti odkritih med ¢love$kimi ostanki v
grobovih PR 12 in PR 20 (glej tu Leben-Seljak, tab. 1).

Grob PR 1

Zbir zivalskih ostankov vklju¢uje delno ohranjena
odrastka anatomsko in taksonomsko oZje neoprede-
ljenih vretenc manjsega rastlinojeda, najverjetneje
drobnice. Najdbi izkazujeta blage sledi izpostavljenosti
ognju, saj je njuna povrsina pooglenela. Odkriti sta bili
v lonceni Zari, kjer sta bili pome$ani med nasuto Zga-
nino s kosi lesnega oglja, grobnimi pridatki in drobci
kalciniranih kosti domnevno od 20 do 40 let stare osebe
zenskega spola (glej tu Leben-Seljak, tab. 1, 3).

Grob PR 2

Odkrit je bil le en zivalski ostanek, tj. delno posko-
dovan levi zgornji prvi ali drugi ko¢nik drobnice. Lezal
je na dnu pitosa med zganino z ogljem, kalciniranimi
kostnimi ostanki od 30 do 50 let stare Zenske osebe in
drugimi pridatki (glej tu Leben-Seljak, tab. 1, 3).
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REPELC

Zbir zivalskih ostankov (starej$e)zeleznodobne
starosti z ledine Repelc vklju¢uje skoraj tiso¢ kosti in
zob oziroma njihovih odlomkov. Taksonomsko jih je bilo
mogoce z zanesljivostjo opredeliti 87, izmed teh jih je
bila priblizno tretjina odkrita v grobovih, cetrtina se jih
domnevno navezuje na nekatere druge odkrite strukture,
preostale pa so lezale razprsene v plasti z zeleznodobni-
mi in rimskodobnimi najdbami na raziskanem obmo¢ju
(SE 3). Vsi taksonomsko opredeljeni zivalski ostanki z
Repelca pripadajo sesalcem (tab. I in 2).

Grobovi

V tem razdelku so predstavljeni z zanesljivostjo pre-
poznani zivalski ostanki iz posameznih grobov. Ob teh je
bilo nekaj sezganih drobcev morda prav tako Zivalskih ko-
sti odkritih $e med ¢loveskimi ostanki v grobovih R 124,
R 17, R 40, R 48 in R 49 (glej tu Leben-Seljak, tab. 2).
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Tab. I: Most na Soci - Repelc. Zivalski ostanki z zahodnega obmogja izkopavanj leta 2000 (sl. 8) po posameznih kontekstih. Med
taksonomsko neopredeljenimi drobci kosti so morda tudi ¢loveske.

Tab. I: Most na Soc¢i — Repelc. Animal remains from the west excavation area (investigated in 2000) according to context (Fig. 8)
The taxonomically non identified specimens may include human remains.
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Context Taxon £ . g 3 = § :'g 3|8 2| 2| =%
2= 8|8 | 3| 8 S 5| 2|5 & |8 8%
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O| 2| A|P|QO | |&|F|<|OC|Q|QC|QC|=|=|Z2Z
Equus caballus 2021 |12 ]2]2]|1
Caprinae 2
Mali rastlinojedi 1
Grob R 19 Small herbivores
Grave R 19 Veliki rastlinojedi 9
Large herbivores
Neopredeljeno 157
Non-identified
Equus caballus 6 1|1
Gz |tk ]
Grave R 22 Neogpredeljeno
Non-identified ! ! 3
Kvadrant 6 Neopredeljeno 27
Grid Square 6 Non-identified
Kvadrant 7 Neopredeljeno 7
Grid Square 7 Non-identified
Bos taurus 1 2
Kvadrant 8 Neopredeljeno
Grid Square 8 Nonidentified 46
GrobR 19 rebra, ki najverjetneje pripada drobnici. Primerek je bil

Na Repelcu sta grobova R 19 in R 22 edina, ki ju
oznacujejo nadpovprecna velikost grobne jame (tj. nad
1,5 mv premeru), v tlorisu kvadratno zasnovana grobna
konstrukcija, poplo$¢enost vrhnjega dela vkopa z vecjim
$tevilom lapornatih plo$¢ in nesezgani ostanki konja
(glej tu Mlinar, sl. 37, t. 22C-23A). Na podlagi pridatkov
in rezultatov antropoloske analize sezganih ¢loveskih
kosti je bilo ugotovljeno, da gre za pokop odrasle, do
40 let stare zenske (glej tu Leben-Seljak, tab. 1, 3).

Med izkopavanji groba R 19 je bilo pridobljenih kar
182 zivalskih ostankov. Zal jih je bilo mogoce z zaneslji-
vostjo taksonomsko in anatomsko opredeliti le 15, in si-
cer dva ov¢ja/kozja ko¢nika in ve¢ konjskih kosti (tab. ).
Nadaljnjih deset najdb je bilo razvrs¢enih kve¢jemu v
eno izmed ad hoc oblikovanih netaksonomskih skupin,
tj. 'manjsi rastlinojedi' (npr. ovca, koza, srna) in 'veliki
rastlinojedi' (npr. govedo, konj). Zbir slednjih je bogatejsi
in vklju¢uje delno poskodovana telesa enega vratnega,
$estih prsnih, enega ledvenega in enega anatomsko ozje
neopredeljenega vretenca. Naceloma bi vsi navedeni
primerki utegnili pripadati isti zivali, bodisi konju (kar je
verjetneje; prim. Brown, Gustafson 1979) bodisi govedu.
Skupina ‘'manjsi rastlinojedi' je zastopana z odlomkom

odkrit v blizini obeh ov¢jih/kozjih ko¢nikov. Med 157
neopredeljenimi najdbami, katerih velikost praviloma
ni presegala 2 cm, prevladujejo odlomki kosti 'velikih
rastlinojedov'. Veliko lomov je svezih in so torej nastali
med arheoloskimi izkopavanji oziroma po njih.

Zbir z zanesljivostjo opredeljenih konjskih najdb
vklju¢uje distalni del leve in desne golenice, nekoliko
okrugeno levo in v celoti ohranjeno desno skoc¢nico,
desno petnico, po en primerek leve in desne navikularne
in lateralne kuneiformne kosti, desno kuboidno kost
ter proksimalni del leve in desne druge ter leve tretje
stopalnice. Na podlagi morfoloskih in metri¢nih (tab. 3)
znacilnosti tega gradiva kaze vse najdbe pripisati istemu
konju/kobili. Obe golenici sta odlomljeni na podobnem
mestu (sl. 2a), poskodba pa ni nastala v ¢asu, ko sta bili
kosti $e svezi. Obris loma namre¢ pri nobenem od obeh
primerkov ni spiralen, povrsina kostnine na mestu loma
pa ne gladka (sl. 2b; prim. Outram 2002). Enako velja
za edino odkrito tretjo stopalnico (sl. 2d).

Ko¢nika drobnice, odlomek rebra 'manjsega rastli-
nojeda'in vretenca 'velikega rastlinojeda’ (konja?) so bili
najdeni v polnilu oziroma zasutju groba. V grobni jami
je lezal tudi vedji del zanesljivo opredeljenih konjskih
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Tab. 2: Most na Soc¢i — Repelc. Zivalski ostanki z vzhodnega obmogja izkopavanj leta 2002 (sl. 6) po posameznih kontekstih. Med
taksonomsko neopredeljenimi drobci kosti so morda tudi ¢loveske.

Tab. 2: Most na So¢i — Repelc. Animal remains from the east excavation area (investigated in 2002) according to contexts (Fig. 6).
The taxonomically non identified specimens may include human remains.

Kontekst Takson g 2 % ;%’ ?n g g
Context Taxon 2] 8] g8 E 5 .| B § £ i =
ElE B3| EE| 5 2 2 53
O|R_R|OC | T |&|D |k |FB|<|=|"a|2Zz2Z
Grob R 37 Neopredeljeno 1
Grave R 37 Non-identified
Grob R 38 Iiif)grr:eadeelj eno :
Grave R 38 Non-identified 2
Grob R 41 Caprinae 1
Grave R 41
Grob R 45 Neopredeljeno 1
Grave R 45 Non-identified
GrobR 51 ;Zig::dj eno :
Grave R 51 Non-identified 4
Bos taurus
Kvadrat 1 Caprinae 1 2
(2ganinska jama SE 101, 102) Sus domesticus 1 1
Grid Square 1 Equus caballus 1
(cremation pit SU 101, 102) Neopredeljeno b
Non-identified
g‘;?((iigi;uzare ) Sus domesticus 1
Kvgdrat ¥ I(\jlzl(:))grnejeljeno :
Grid Square 3 Non-identified ! 23
Kvadrat 4 Caprinae 4
(okrogla kamnita konstrukcija SE 88) .
Grid Square 4 Neop 'redelJ'eno 16
(round stone structure SU 88) Non-identified
Kvadrata 4 in 5 Bos taurus 1 1
(kamnit suhi zid SE 87) .
Grid Squares 4 and 5 Neop‘redeljieno 2 2
(drystone wall SU 87) Non-identified
Bos taurus 1
Kvadrat 7 Caprinae 1 1
Grid Square 7 Equus caballus 1
Neopredeljeno 27
Non-identified
Caprinae 1 1 1
Kvadrat 7a Sus domesticus 1
Grid Square 7a Neopredeljeno 1 24
Non-identified
Bos taurus 1
Kvadrat 9 Caprinae 1 1
Grid Square 9 Neopredeljeno 47
Non-identified
Bos taurus 2
Kvadrat 10 Caprinae 4
Grid Square 10 Neopredeljeno 7
Non-identified
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Tab. 3: Most na Soci — Repelc. Velikost bolje ohranjenih konjskih kosti z obmod¢ja groba R 19. Dimenzije in okraj$ave zanje so

povzete po von den Driesch (1976).

Tab. 3: Most na Soci — Repelc. Metric data for the better preserved horse remains from the area of Grave R 19. Dimensions and
respective abbreviations are taken following von den Driesch (1976).

Grob Skeletni element Anatomska stran Dimenzija Izmerek
Grave Skeletal element Anatomical side Dimension Measurement

SD 38,0 mm

Tibia Sinistra Dd 39,5 mm

Bd 68,5 mm

SD 38,0 mm

Tibia Dextra Dd 39,5 mm

Bd 68,0 mm

Astragalus Sinister GH 54,5 mm

R19 GH 54,5 mm

Astragalus Dexter GB 59,5 mm

BFd 48,0 mm

GL 101,0 mm

Calcaneus Dexter

GB 46,5 mm

Bp 46,0 mm

Metatarsus 3 Sinister Dp 37,5 mm

SD 27,5 mm

ostankov, ne pa tudi oba odlomka golenice, edina od-
krita petnica in leva od obeh sko¢nic. Te $tiri najdbe so
bile namre¢ odloZene/raztrosene po lapornatih krovnih
ploséah in na prostoru neposredno ob njih (s 3).

Grob R 22

Gre za $e drugi Zgani grob z delnim nezganim
pokopom konja z ledine Repelc, ki - podobno kot grob
R 19 - izstopa tudi po kompleksnejsi grobni konstrukeiji.
Na dnu vkopa so bili odkriti ostanki domnevno mlajse
odrasle osebe, lahko tudi starej$ega otroka ali mladostni-
ka (glej tu Mlinar, sl. 36, t. 23C-24A in Leben-Seljak, tab.
1, 3). Zivalskih ostankov je bilo izkopanih razmeroma
veliko (N =477), med njimi mo¢no prevladujejodo 1 cm
(N = 152) oziroma od 1 do 3 cm veliki taksonomsko
neopredeljeni kostni drobci (N = 53). Svezi lomi na
$tevilnih primerkih pri¢ajo o znatni fragmentaciji tudi
$e med arheoloskimi izkopavanji in/ali po njih.

Konju z zanesljivostjo pripadajo dva desna zgornja
ter po en levi in desni spodnji ko¢nik oziroma li¢nik,
$e dva drobca morda enega desnega spodnjega li¢nika/
ko¢nika, delno ohranjena diafiza desne nadlahtnice in
drobec proksimalnega sklepa kozeljnice, pri katerem
anatomska stran ni bila ugotovljena. Pri vseh nastetih
najdbah bi lahko $lo za ostanke iste Zivali. Sode¢ po
razmeroma skromnih dimenzijah posameznih zob
(sl. 4a-d), je bil konj iz groba R 22 manjsi od tistega iz
groba R 19. V tem smislu je bil torej skladnejsi s teda-
njimi nizkoraslimi 'delovnimi' konji, ki so v jugovzhod-
noalpskem prostoru znani predvsem iz posameznih
naselbinskih kontekstov (prim. Bokonyi 1994, 200).

Med pogojno taksonomsko opredeljenimi Zival-
skimi ostanki iz groba R 22, ki pa verjetno prav tako
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pripadajo konju (prim. Brown, Gustafson 1979), je najti
deloma ohranjena telesa petih prsnih in Se treh drugih
anatomsko ozje neopredeljenih vretenc ter 15 odlomkov
reber. Edina alternativa predlagani taksonomski oprede-
litvi je govedo, saj so navedene najdbe prerobustne, da
bilahko pripadale prasi¢u, drobnici ali drugim manjs$im
zivalim (srna, pes ipd.). Zanesljivo opredeljenih gove-
jih kosti zbir Zivalskih ostankov iz groba R 22 sicer ne
vklju¢uje, bi pa utegnil tej vrsti pripadati manjsi odlomek
zgornje Celjustnice brez ohranjenih zob. Ce ne gre za go-
vedo, je treba najdbo pripisati bodisi (divjemu?) prasi¢u
bodisi jelenu. Opredelitev za konja ne pride v postev.

Vsi zivalski ostanki iz groba R 22, ki so bili z
zanesljivostjo ali le pogojno pripisani konju, so bili
odkriti v zasipu nad krovnimi lapornatimi plo§¢ami
(sl 5). Po navedbah izkopavalca so nekatere kosti lezale
neposredno na samih plo$¢ah, medtem ko je bilo neka-
tere druge opaziti Ze v lisi grobne jame pred zac¢etkom
odstranjevanja grobnega zasutja. Tu je bilo med drugim
najdenih nekaj bronastih kriznih razdelilcev (glej tu Mli-
nar, t. 23C: 1-9). Manjsi kostni odlomki taksonomsko
neopredeljenih sesalcev iz groba R 22 so bili pomes$ani
z zganino na dnu grobne jame.

Grob R 37

V Zganini je bil skupaj s sezganimi ¢loveskimi
ostanki odkrit kalciniran kostnih drobec taksonomsko
oZje neopredeljenega sesalca.

Grob R 38

Zbir zivalskih ostankov vkljuc¢uje Sest drobcev
morda istega spodnjega ko¢nika drobnice in dva kostna
odlomka, ki nista bila oZje taksonomsko opredeljena.
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S 2: Most na So¢i — Repelc. Izbor konjskih kosti iz groba R 19: a — odlomek distalnega dela leve golenice (aspectus anterior,
aspectus distalis); b — povr$ina kostnine na mestu loma pri isti golenici; ¢ — odlomek proksimalnega dela leve tretje stopalnice
(aspectus proximalis, aspectus anterior); d — povr§ina kostnine na mestu loma pri isti stopalnici. (Foto: D. Valoh).

Fig. 2: Most na So¢i - Repelc. A selection of horse remains from Grave R 19: a - fragment of the distal part of the left tibia (aspectus
anterior, aspectus distalis); b - fracture surface on the same tibia; ¢ - fragment of the proximal part of the left 3 metatarsal bone
(aspectus proximalis, aspectus anterior); d — fracture surface on the same metatarsal bone. (Photo: D. Valoh).
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najdi¢na lega / finding location:
o v grobu/in the grave

o nad grobom / above the grave

Gr.R 19
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SI 3: Most na So¢i — Repelc. Presek groba R 19 z oznacéeno lego posameznih ostankov konja v odnosu do krovnega venca lapor-
natih plo$¢. Z zanesljivostjo opredeljene najdbe so obarvane v celoti, pogojno opredeljeni primerki pa so le barvno obrobljeni.

Oznaka posameznih vretenc je simboli¢na.

Fig. 3: Most na So¢i - Repelc. Cross-section of Grave R 19 showing the position of individual horse remains relative to the marl
cover slabs. Positively identified remains are coloured green, putatively identified specimens only outlined. The selection of the

marked vertebrae is symbolic.

Najdbe so lezale v Zganini, kjer so bile pomesane s slabo
sezganimi ostanki odrasle osebe (glej tu Mlinar, t. 29A).

Grob R 41

Edini odkriti Zivalski ostanek je odlomek distalne-
ga dela desne golenice drobnice. Na podlagi zras¢ene
distalne epifize je mogoce sklepati, da je bila zival
ob smrti starejsa od enega leta (Zeder 2006, Tab. 4).
Najdba je bila odkrita v Zganini, kjer je bila pomesana
s kalciniranimi ostanki odrasle osebe, mlajse od 40 let,
odlomki lon¢enine in delci brona (glej tu Mlinar, t. 30B,
in Leben-Seljak, tab. 1, 3).
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Grob R 45
V grobu je bil odkrit kostni drobec taksonomsko
oZje neopredeljenega sesalca.

Grob R 51

V otroskem (antropoloski izsledki; glej tu Leben-
Seljak, tab. 1, 3) oziroma moskem grobu (pridatek
odlomkov orozja; glej tu Mlinar, t. 33C) so bili med kal-
ciniranimi ostanki pokojnika pomes$ani del¢ek nezras-
¢ene distalne epifize dlan¢nice ali stopalnice drobnice in
Stirje kostni odlomki taksonomsko ozje neopredeljenega
sesalca. Z dlan¢nico/stopalnico zastopana ovca oziroma
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SI. 4: Most na Soci - Repelc. Z zanesljivostjo opredeljeni ostanki konja iz groba R 22: a - zgornji licnik/ko¢nik; b — zgornji li¢nik/
ko¢nik; ¢ - spodnyji li¢nik/koénik; d - spodnyji li¢nik/koénik; e - li¢nik/ko¢nik (2 odlomka); f — odlomek kozeljnice; g — odlomek
nadlahtnice. (Foto: D. Valoh).

Fig. 4: Most na So¢i — Repelc. Positively identified horse remains from Grave R 22: a - upper cheek-tooth; b — upper cheek-tooth;
¢ — lower cheek-tooth; d - lower cheek-tooth; e - cheek-tooth (2 fragments); f - fragment of a radius; g - fragment of a humerus.
(Photo: D. Valoh).
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najdis¢na lega / finding location:
o nad grobom / above the grave

Gr.R 22

50 cm

grobna jama /
grave pit

SL 5: Most na So¢i — Repelc. Presek groba R 22 z oznac¢eno lego posameznih ostankov konja v odnosu do krovnega venca lapor-
natih plo$¢. Z zanesljivostjo opredeljene najdbe so obarvane v celoti, pogojno opredeljeni primerki pa so le barvno obrobljeni.

Oznake posameznih zob, reber in vretenc so simboli¢ne.

Fig. 5: Most na So¢i — Repelc. Cross-section of Grave R 22 showing the possition of individual horse remains relative to the marl
cover slabs. Positively identified remains are coloured green, putatively identified specimens only outlined. The selection of the

marked teeth, ribs and vertebrae is symbolic.

koza je bila ob poginu mlajsa od dveh let (Zeder 2006,
Tab. 4). Vsi zivalski ostanki so sezgani, pri ¢emer obar-
vanost kostnine niha med sivo in belo.

Grob R 51 je edini v tem poglavju obravnavani
pokop, ki je datiran v poznolatenski ¢as (stopnja Sv.
Lucija IV; glej tu Mlinar, sl. 59).

Zganinska jama (SE 101, 102; kv. 1)

Na obmo¢ju zZganinske jame z najvecjim premerom
pribl. 4,5 m so bili v dobrih 30 cm debeli ¢rni plasti le-
snega oglja prezgani kamni, odlomki predmetov, drobci
prezganih ¢loveskih kosti (glej tu Mlinar, sl. 40, 42, pril.

1/2) in 33 zivalskih ostankov. Med slednjimi so zastopani
levi zgornji ko¢nik in desni sekalec goveda, diafiza desne
nadlahtnice in fragment sko¢nice domacega prasica,
del¢ek diafize dlan¢nice ali stopalnice konja in $est najdb
drobnice: desni zgornji ter po en levi in desni spodnji
ko¢nik, del¢ek diafize desne kozeljnice ter odlomek diafi-
ze leve in desne golenice. Najmanjsa $irina diafize prasi-
¢je nadlahtnice je 18,5 mm, najmanjsa $irina diafize ene
izmed obeh ov¢jih oziroma kozjih golenic pa 14,0 mm.
Taksonomsko ozje neopredeljenih Zivalskih ostankov
je 22; vsi pripadajo sesalcem. Nobeden od analiziranih
primerkov ne izkazuje sledi izpostavljenosti ognju.
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Okrogla kamnita konstrukcija (SE 88; kv. 4)

Med posevno polozenimi lapornatimi plo§¢ami
v kvadrantu 4, ki jih je prekrivala prezgana ilovnata
ploskev (glej tu Mlinar, sl. 45, 46, pril. 1/2), so lezali
dva leva zgornja in dva leva spodnja ko¢nika drobnice
ter 16 najdb taksonomsko ozje neopredeljenih sesalcev.
Velikost teh praviloma ne presega centimetra, prav vsi pa
so sezgani. Obarvanost kostnine niha med ¢rno in belo.

Kamniti suhi zid (SE 87; kv. 4in 5)

Iz velikih lapornatih in delno apnencastih plos¢
grajen kamniti suhi zid je datiran v zacetno fazo grobi§¢a
na Repelcu (glej tu Mlinar, 60—-61). Med kamni so bili
odkriti del lobanje in desni tretji spodnji ko¢nik goveda,
dva odlomka reber ve¢jega rastlinojeda (brzéas prav
tako goveda) in dva kostna drobca taksonomsko ozje
neopredeljenega sesalca.

Druge najdbe

Na zahodnem delu leta 2000 arheolosko raziska-
nega obmodja je bilo izven grobov odkritih 83 Zivalskih
ostankov, ki so ve¢inoma ostali taksonomsko ozje
neopredeljeni, sicer pa vsi pripadajo sesalcem. Lezali
$O na razmeroma omejenem prostoru v osrednjem
delu izkopa, tj. v kvadrantih 6, 7 in 8 (tab. 1). Vsi §tirje
opredeljeni primerki so bili odkriti pod ve¢jim kamnom
v kvadrantu 8 in so bili pripisani govedu. Gre za del¢ka
iste desne li¢nice ter dva izolirana zoba: drugi zgornji
li¢nik in prvi oziroma drugi spodnji ko¢nik. Nac¢eloma
bi vse $tiri najdbe utegnile pripadati isti lobanji; ostan-
ki tega skeletnega elementa so bili sicer na Repelcu
odkriti zgolj $e med plos¢ami kamnitega suhega zidu
(SE 88) ob robu vzhodnega od obeh obmo¢ij izkopavanj
(tab. 2). Med taksonomsko neopredeljenimi najdbami
so posamezni primerki zoogleneli oziroma kalcinirani.
Predvsem med najmanjsimi kostnimi drobci je morda
zastopan tudi ¢lovek.

Zbir zivalskih ostankov z vzhodnega dela arheo-
losko raziskanega obmocja (izkopavanja iz leta 2002)
je bistveno bogatejsi. Ob 79 najdbah iz grobov in dru-
gih 7Ze predstavljenih struktur je bilo $e 162 odlomkov
kosti in zob razprSenih v plasti z Zeleznodobnim in
rimskodobnim gradivom (SE 3) (tab. 2). Med temi
najve¢ primerkov pripada drobnici! (N = 23), sledita ji
govedo (N = 6), domaci prasi¢ (N = 2) in konj (N = 1).
Med taksonomsko opredeljenimi najdbami (N = 34)
so najbolje zastopan skeletni element zobje (drobnica:
N = 16; govedo: N = 5; konj: N = 1), vendar pa drobci
kozjih oziroma ov¢jih koénikov z obmocja kvadrantov
3(N=6),9 (N =3)in 10 (N = 3) morda pripadajo

! Do ravni vrste je bilo mogoce opredeliti le odlomek
nadlahtnice iz kvadranta 7, ki pripada ovci. Metri¢ni podatki:
najmanjsa $irina diafize (SD sensu von den Driesch, 1976) =
14,5 mm; Sirina distalnega konca (Bd sensu von den Driesch,
1976) = 28,0 mm.
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precej majhnemu $tevilu razli¢nih zob, nemara cel
le po enemu samemu na posamezen kvadrant. Med
postkranialnimi skeletnimi elementi je najve¢ prstnic
(drobnica: N = 2; govedo: N = 1), s petimi primerki pa
so zastopane razli¢ne dolge kosti okon¢in.

RAZPRAVA

Zivalski ostanki z grobis¢ so pogosto interpreti-
rani kot grobni pridatki, posmrtna popotnica, zavrzen
odpadek pogrebne pojedine ali ostanek katerega od
drugih obredov, povezanih s ¢as¢enjem pokojnikov (za
primere iz juznega in jugovzhodnoalpskega prostora
glej npr. Gabrovec 1960; Pu$ 1971; Bartosiewicz 2002;
Di Martino 2002; Gruskovnjak 2016a; Kova¢, Toskan
2017; Toskan 2017a; 2017b; Skvor Jernejci¢, Toskan
2018; Gruskovnjak, Omahen, Toskan 2018; Cre$nar et
al. 2019). Najverjetneje enako velja za (ve¢inski del?)
kosti in zob z ledin Pucarjev rob in Repelc. Taksno
razlago je praviloma najlazje utemeljiti pri ostankih iz
polnil posameznih grobov ter pri tistih iz drugih struk-
tur, nedvoumno povezanih z grobi$¢em. Interpretacija
ostankov, razprsenih po hodni povrsini, je teZavnejsa.

Ne glede na lego najdb zivalskih kosti in zob na
grobi$c¢u je treba za pravilno razumevanje njihove na-
membnosti posvetiti ustrezno pozornost relevantnim
arheoloskim podatkom o naravi konteksta kot takega.
Zelo povedna je lahko tudi vsakr$na svojstvenost pro-
ucevanega arheozooloskega gradiva v primerjavi z gra-
divom iz pripadajocih ali pa vsaj so¢asnih naselbinskih
kontekstov v regiji, pa tudi v odnosu do drugih grobis¢
iste kulturne skupine (prim. Gaastra 2018 in tam navedeni
viri; Toskan 2017a). Pri gradivu z Repelca in Pucarjevega
roba so tak$no priloznost ponudile predvsem najdbe iz
osrednjega dela iste nekropole (Marchesetti 1893a; Ter-
zan, Lo Schiavo, Trampuz-Orel 1985) in iz pripadajoce
naselbine (Toskan, Bartosiewicz 2018), ob tem pa $e tiste
iz grobov kulturno sorodne in geografsko bliznje nekro-
pole v Tolminu (okvirno 10. do 7. stol. pr. Kr.; Svoljsak,
Poga¢nik 2002), z grobi$¢a gorenjske hal$tatske kulturne
skupine s Pristave pri Bledu (okvirno 8. do sredine 7.
stol. pr. Kr.; Gabrovec 1960) ter iz posameznih venetskih
nekropol (glej npr. Fiore, Tagliacozzo 2006).

ZIVALSKI OSTANKI IZ GROBOV

Med zivalskimi ostanki, ki se neposredno nave-
zujejo na posamezne pokope, najbolj izstopajo kosti in
zobje konj iz grobov R 19 in R 22.2 V zvezi s sicer malo-
$tevilnimi preostalimi najdbami iz taksnih kontekstov
je treba ze uvodoma poudariti dvoje: (1) z izjemo® obeh

2 To gradivo je podrobneje obravnavano v nadaljevanju
(glej razdelek Konjski ostanki, str. 210).
3 Sezgan je tudi drobec distalnega sklepa dlan¢nice/
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delno ohranjenih pooglenelih vretenc (brz¢as) drobnice
iz groba PR 1 noben od taksonomsko ali vsaj anatomsko
opredeljenih primerkov ne izkazuje sledi izpostavljenosti
ognju, ¢eprav so med neopredeljenim (tudi ¢loveskim?)
kostnim drobirjem tak$ne najdbe mestoma pristne, in
(2) vsi zivalski ostanki iz grobov so bili odkriti v zganini
bodisi na dnu grobne jame (Repelc) bodisi v prilozeni
zari (Pucarjev rob). Tam so bili pomesani s sezganimi
ostanki pokojnika in grobnimi pridatki, zato njihova
lega v grobovih najbrz ni naklju¢na. Vpogled v podat-
ke o vrstni sestavi in zastopanosti skeletnih elementov
pokaze na prevlado izoliranih zob drobnice (Repelc:
N = 8; Pucarjev rob: N = 1), pri ¢emer bi sicer utegnilo
vseh $est drobcev iz groba R 38 pripadati istemu zobu
(tab. Iin 2). Ovca oziroma koza sta v zbranem gradivu
zastopani $e z distalno polovico golenice iz groba R 41,
sezganim delckom diafize dlan¢nice/stopalnice iz groba
R 51 ter morda z odlomkom rebra in Ze omenjenima
del¢koma pooglenelih vretenc iz grobov R 19 in PR 1.
Prevladujo¢ deleZ ostankov drobnice med najdba-
mi iz tukaj obravnavanih grobov ni presenetljiv. Enako
sliko namre¢ kazejo tudi drugi starejsezeleznodobni
grobovi z zivalskimi ostanki z Mosta na So¢i, kjer so bile
najdbe koz in (domnevno predvsem) ovc prepoznane
v polovici od skupaj 61 pokopov z odkritimi zZivalskimi
kostmi in/ali zobmi (tab. 4). Podobno velja za bliznje
grobis¢e v Tolminu, kjer so bile drobnici pripisane
najdbe iz $tirih od petih grobov z nesezganimi zival-
skimi ostanki (Bartosiewicz 2002) ter iz do sedmih od
skupaj osmih grobov s sezganimi Zivalskimi ostanki
(Di Martino 2002). V venetskem prostoru, s katerim
sta bila Most na So¢i in celotna svetolucijska kulturna
skupina tesno povezana, so najdbe drobnice v grobovih
starej$ezeleznodobne starosti prav tako razmeroma po-
goste, ¢eprav je njihov delez praviloma nekoliko manjsi
kot v Poso¢ju (glej npr. Fiore, Tagliacozzo 2006 in tam
navedeno literaturo). Pri Venetih je bilo namre¢ precej
podo¢nikov in sekalcev), ki v grobovih z Mosta na So¢i
in iz Tolmina v celoti manjkajo (tab. 4; Bartosiewicz
2002; Di Martino 2002). Razli¢nost je mogoce vsaj
deloma razloziti z bistveno vecjo vlogo prasicereje pri
Venetih v primerjavi s Poso¢jem, kjer naravne danosti
tej zivinorejski panogi niso naklonjene (glej npr. Toskan,
Dirjec 2011, 362-364). Tako je med naselbinskimi
zivalskimi ostanki prazgodovinske starosti z Mosta na
So¢i* delez prasi¢a manijsi od desetih odstotkov (Toskan,
Bartosiewicz 2018, Tab. 1), vrednosti z okvirno so¢asnih
severnoitalijanskih najdi$¢ pa so do Stirikrat toliksne
(glej npr. Petrucci 1996; Pino Uria, Tagliacozzo 2001).

stopalnice drobnice iz groba R 51, ki pa je poznolatenske
starosti.

bil ugotovljen tudi v okviru rimskodobne naselbine z Mosta
na Soci (Bartosiewicz 1986).

Zanimivo analogijo je mogoce najti na obmodju
neposredno severno in vzhodno od Poso¢ja. Medtem ko
so prasic¢je najdbe v mlajsebronastodobnih in starejse-
zeleznodobnih naselbinskih in grobis¢nih kontekstih
iz nizinsko locirane Ljubljane razmeroma pogoste
(Toskan 2017a, 193-195 in tam navedeni viri), se na
starejSezeleznodobnih najdis¢ih s topografsko razgiba-
nega obmocja Blejskega kota pojavljajo bistveno redkeje
(Gabrovec 1960, 45-47; Bartosiewicz 1996, Tab. 1).
Znova se torej ponuja razlaga, po kateri bi na obseg
prasicereje v pomembni meri vplivale zlasti naravne
danosti obmo¢ja, manj pa neka nacelna Zivinorejska
strategija posameznih ¢loveskih skupnosti. Je pa imela
druga¢no konotacijo od tiste, ki se kaze pri so¢asnih
prebivalcih Ljubljanske kotline. Ce so namre¢ slednji
v grobove praviloma vstavljali svinjino kot posmrtno
popotnico (Toskan 2017a, 193-195), so prebivalci
Padske nizine pridajali predvsem izolirane zobe (glej
npr. Fiore, Tagliacozzo 2006). Nobenega dvoma ni, da
je imelo tak$no pocetje globok simbolni pomen. Tudi
iz pososkih starejsezeleznodobnih grobov ne more biti
zgolj posledica okrnjenega obsega lokalne prasicereje,
temve¢ predvsem bistveno manjse vloge, ki jo je ta Zival
imela v tamkaj$njem pogrebnem obredju. Ne nazadnje
je pridanih prasi¢jih ostankov manj celé od pridatkov
konj, ¢eprav so bile ¢rede slednjih v tedanjem ¢asu v
Posocju seveda $e skromnejse.

Prevlada ostankov drobnice med Zzivalskimi najd-
bami iz grobov z Repelca in Pucarjevega roba ni prese-
netljiva, saj je — kot Ze poudarjeno - skladna s podatki
za grobove z osrednjega dela iste nekropole. Enako je
treba kot pri¢akovano razumeti ugotovitev, da so najbo-
lje zastopan skeletni element izolirani zobje (tab. I in 2;
prim. s fab. 4). V literaturi so pridatki tovrstnih najdb
v grobove najveckrat interpretirani bodisi kot primeri
simbolnih posmrtnih popotnic v smislu pars pro toto
bodisi kot amuleti ali talismani (glej npr. Cherici 1999,
170-173; Perego 2010a, 75-80; Kmetova 2017a, 71-75).
Na podlagi ve¢ posrednih argumentov se zdi, da na
grobi$¢u z Mosta na So¢i prevladujejo slednji.

Izolirani zobje kot amuleti

V tem smislu je pomenljiv ze pogled v sosednji
venetski prostor, kjer je mogoce obicaj pridajanja izo-
liranih zob v posamezne grobove na podlagi stevilnih
dokumentiranih primerov utemeljeno opredeliti kot
pogost (npr. Facciolo, Fiore, Tagliacozzo 2006). Poleg
tega so bile tovrstne najdbe na tem obmoc¢ju odkrite tudi
v nekaterih drugih kultnih kontekstih (npr. gradbene
daritve, deponije v okviru sveti$¢; Perego 2010a, 75).
V grobove so bili nemalokrat pridani zobje konj, oslov,
psov, razli¢nih zveri, bobra in cel6 ¢loveka (Tagliacozzo
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Tab. 4: Most na So&i. Zivalski ostanki v grobovih z izkopavanj Marchesettija in Szombathyja; samostojni pokopi konj so prikazani
lo¢eno na tab. 6. Kjer podatek obstaja, so navedeni tudi zastopani skeletni elementi. Za deleZe posameznih taksonov v gradivu iz
pripadajocih naselbinskih kontekstov glej Toskan, Bartosiewicz 2018, tab. 1. Vira: Marchesetti 1893; Terzan, Lo Schiavo, Trampuz
Orel 1985; glej tudi Gruskovnjak 2016b.

Tab. 4: Most na So¢i. Animal remains from the graves, excavated by Marchesetti and Szombathy; data relative to horse burials are
presented separately on Tab. 6. Whenever available, skeletal element representation data are also shown. The share of individual
taxa as observed in the assemblage of animal remains from the associated settlement is presented in Toskan, Bartosiewicz 2018,
Tab. 1. Sources: Marchesetti 1893; Terzan, Lo Schiavo, Trampuz Orel 1985; also see Gruskovnjak 2016b.

= -
Grob Takson - 'L; ] _3 § 'g
Grave Taxon = @ 4 2 @ 5 = 3 %
R = £ Z £ £ % 2
s 5 a 2 S = ¥ Z | 272
M19 Ovis aries 1
M 70 Ovis aries .
M 166 Ovis aries
M 168 Ovis aries °
M 192 Ovis aries 1
M 231 gen. et spec. indet. °
M 250 gen. et spec. indet. °
M 325 Capreolus capreolus °
M 338 gen. et spec. indet. °
M 379 Equus caballus 1
M 411 Ovis aries 1
M 525 Bos taurus .
M 614 Ovis aries .
M 741 Ovis aries °
M 863 Bos taurus .
M 880 Bos taurus 1
M 936 Ovis aries
M 967 Ovis aries
M 1024 Ovis aries
M 1258 Bovini .
M 1316 Bos taurus .
M 1319 Bos taurus .
M 1532 Ovis aries 4
M 1574 Bos taurus i
M 1671 Ovis aries o
M 1758 Ovis aries .
M 1763 Ovis aries .
M 1767 Ovis aries °
M 1801 Ovis aries °
M 1813 Bos taurus i
M 1819 Ovis aries L4
M 1848 Bos taurus 1
M 1901 Ovis aries .
M 1902 Ovis aries .
M 1968 Ovis aries °
M 2039 Bos taurus .
M 2005 Bos. taufus o
Ovis aries °
M 2162 Ovis aries °
M 2175 Ovis aries 1
M 2184 Ovis aries
M 2382 Bos taurus
M 2395 Cervus elaphus °
M 2419 Bos taurus o
M 2433 Bos taurus 4
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2 -
] <
Grob Takson -~ B g E g =
G T = 5 @ = © g - =g
rave axon =% g 2 g « o 3 23
R 5 5 g 2 g g =2
= = =) > o = < z zZ
M 2551 Lepus europaeus o
M 2594 Ovis aries o
M 2598 Ovis aries o
M 2711 Lepus europaeus °
M 2848 Equus caballus 1
M 2871 Equus caballus 1
Sz 248 Bos taurus °
Sz 914 gen. et spec. indet. °
Sz 1149 Ovis aries °
Sus scrofa 1
Sz 1819 -
gen. et spec. indet. °
Sz1354 Bos taurus L
Sz2015 Bos taurus °

* - natan¢neje neopredeljene nozne kosti teleta in goveda (Marchesetti 1893, 93)
* - precisely undefined limb bones of a calf and a cattle (Marchesetti 1983, 93)

1998; Cherici 1999, 171-173; Fiore, Tagliacozzo 2006;
Perego 2010a, 77-78), ki seveda ne sodijo v kontekst
tradicionalnih kulinari¢no zanimivih vrst, kar naspro-
tuje njihovi interpretaciji za posmrtno popotnico. Sim-
bolno ozadje pridanih zob je zelo o¢itno tudi v primeru
Tagliacozzo (2006, 458-460) porocata o preferen¢nem
pojavljanju sekalcev v zenskih in podo¢nikov v moskih
grobovih. Zato gre sklepati, da so se podo¢niki nemara
prej kot v vlogi amuletov ali talismanov utegnili pojavlja-
ti kot pricevalci visokega statusa umrlega posameznika
za Casa zivljenja in/ali njegovih lovskih uspehov (Fiore,
Tagliacozzo 2006, 460; glej tudi npr. Perego 2010a, 78).
Se drug posreden indic v podporo opredelitvi (pre-
teznega dela) pridanih izoliranih zob z Mosta na So¢i za
amulete/talismane ponuja spolna struktura pokopov s
tovrstnimi najdbami. Te so bile namre¢ ve¢inoma doku-
mentirane pri Zenskih ter eventualno otroskih pokopih,
medtem ko so bila v moskih grobovih pogostejsa odkritja
vecjega Stevila kosti iz (naj)bolj mesnatih delov Zivalskega
telesa (tab. 4). Podobno sliko kazejo venetska grobisc¢a
(glej npr. Cherici 1999, 175-177; Fiore, Tagliacozzo
2006), pa tudi nekateri od malostevilnih arheozoolosko
analiziranih starejSezeleznodobnih grobov iz jugovzhod-
noalpskega prostora in njegovega neposrednega zaledja
(glej npr. Kmetova 2017a, 73; Toskan 2017a, 193; 2017b,
153-155; Skvor Jernejci¢, Toskan 2018, tab. 1). Pogostejse
pridajanje amuletov v Zenske in otroske grobove naj bi
osmiSljala potreba po izrazitejsi zas¢iti teh najsibkejsih
¢lanov skupnosti (Perego 2010a, 75, 79 in tudi 82-83).
Kaj torej natan¢nega v tem smislu kazejo podatki
za grobi$ce z Mosta na So¢i? Na obmodju Repelca in Pu-
carjevega roba so bili izkopani trije grobovi z izoliranimi
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zobmi drobnice, izmed katerih je bilo spol pokopane
osebe mogoce opredeliti dvakrat. V obeh primerih gre za
pokop oseb zenskega spola (glej grobova PR 2 in R 19).
Med 28 grobovi z ostanki drobnice iz osrednjega dela
iste nekropole je mogoce na podlagi poro¢il izkopavalcev
(Marchesetti 1893a; Terzan, Lo Schiavo, Trampuz-Orel
1985) podatke o zastopanosti posameznih skeletnih
elementov pridobiti za sedem pokopov (tab. 4). Med
temi gre v §tirih primerih domnevno za pokope Zensk
(prim. Gruskovnjak 20164, sl. 2.1.14). Dva izmed njih
(M 19 in M 192; v drugem primeru gre za mladostnico)
sta vkljuc¢evala enega ali nekaj posameznih izoliranih
zob, v grobu M 2175 je bil odkrit odlomek golenice z
vstavljeno bronasto iglo, v skledo v grobu M 741 pa je
bila poloZena ‘polovica hrbta', kot je Marchesetti (1893a,
127) brzcas opisal odkritje ve¢jega $tevila vretenc. Ob
obeh Zzenskih grobovih z izoliranimi ov¢jimi/kozjimi
zobmi so bili zobje drobnice odkriti le $e v dveh drugih
grobovih, kjer pa spola pokopane osebe ni bilo mogoce
ugotoviti (M 411 in M 2598). Izmed ravnokar nanizanih
Sestih grobov - tj. vseh $tirih Zenskih grobov z ostanki
drobnice in obema pokopoma z izoliranimi ov¢jimi/
kozjimi zobmi, a brez podatka o spolu pokojnika - kaze
torej le 'polovico hrbta' razumeti kot posmrtno popo-
tnico. Pridajanje posameznih izoliranih zob in odlomka
golenice z vstavljeno bronasto iglo je imelo namesto tega
najbrz predvsem magi¢no konotacijo.

Edini moski grob z najdbami drobnice, ki je bil
odkrit na osrednjem delu nekropole z Mosta na So¢i in
za katerega obstaja vsaj povrSen popis pridanih skeletnih
elementov, je vklju¢eval ostanke ozje sicer neopredelje-
nih noznih kosti ovce ter mladega in odraslega goveda
(grob M 2095; tab. 4). Zbir se zdi utemeljeno razumeti
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kot ostanek posmrtne popotnice. Pri tem je zanimivo,
da med grobovi z (vsaj okvirnim) seznamom pridanih
zanesljivo opredeljenih govejih najdb z Mosta na Soci
(N = 10; tab. 4) mo¢no prevladujejo moski pokopi
(N = 8), v dveh primerih pa spola pokojne osebe ni
mogoce opredeliti (gre za grobova M 525 in M 880;
prim. Gruskovnjak 2016a, sl. 2.1.11). V omenjenih
osmih mogkih grobovih so bile v Sestih odkrite kosti®
nog, v enem del¢ki reber in zgolj v enem izoliran zob
oziroma izolirani zobje. Gre za grob Sz 1354, ki poseb-
no mesto zavzema tudi zaradi lokalno izjemno redko
dokumentirane delne kremacije pokojnika (Terzan, Lo
Schiavo, Trampuz-Orel 1985, 229). Ob sicer povpre¢-
nem inventarju pridatkov je bila namre¢ v Zganini med
vedjimi kos¢ki napol sezganih ¢loveskih kosti odkrita
pokojnikova povsem trhla in zmec¢kana nesezgana loba-
nja. Neobic¢ajen nacin obravnave trupla pred pokopom
bi lahko prical o posebnih okoli§¢inah Zivljenja in/ali
smrti pokojnika. Se ve¢; morda je prav tu iskati vzrok za
odlo¢itev o pridatku 'magi¢nega’ govejega zoba v moski
(in ne zenski ali otroski) grob. Pokojnik je nemara v o¢eh
lokalne skupnosti potreboval dodatno zas¢ito ali pa si je
zomenjenim pridatkom zas¢ito pred pokojnikovo duso
obetala zagotoviti skupnost sama (Perego 2010a, 82-83).

Izvzemsi drobnico, sta bila ob grobu Sz 1354 v
okviru grobi$¢a z Mosta na So¢i domnevno odkrita le
$e dva pokopa z najdbami izoliranih zivalskih zob, pri
katerih je bilo mogoc¢e nedvoumno ugotoviti spol po-
kopane osebe. V obeh primerih gre za zenska pokopa,
pri ¢emer so bili v grobu M 2395 odkriti zobje jelena, v
bogatem grobu Sz 1819 pa podo¢nik divje svinje. Obe
zivalski vrsti sta na obravnavanem grobi$¢u zastopani
le v teh dveh grobovih.

Posmrtna popotnica

Predstavljeno tezo o preferen¢ni praksi pridajanja
magi¢nih predmetov v pososke Zenske in otroske grobove
bi bilo seveda treba preveriti na ve¢jem vzorcu, kar v tem
trenutku ni izvedljivo. Je pa tudi Ze na podlagi aktualnih
podatkov mogoce domnevati, da Stevilénost pojavljanja
amuletov v Zenskih grobovih sama po sebi ne izklju¢uje
obstoja vzporedne prakse, po kateri bi pokojnicam v
grobove pridajali tudi posmrtno popotnico. Kaksna je ta
bila in ali so med spoloma s tem v zvezi omembe vredne
razlike, je tezko reci. Dolo¢ene indice v tem smislu nemara
ponujajo sicer malostevilna odkritja zivalskih ostankov
v prilozenem posodju. Kjer je v tak$nih primerih iz
porocil/objav izkopavalcev mogoce pridobiti vpogled v

> Iz groba M 1848 izvira le primerek sko¢nice. Najdba bi
utegnila imeti magi¢ni pomen, ¢eprav so mozne tudi druga¢ne
razlage (glej npr. Perego 2010a, 78-80; Toskan 2017b, 154-156
in tam navedena literatura). Podobne interpretativne moznosti
se ponujajo za skupek leve sko¢nice in treh prstnic goveda iz
zenskega groba 327 v Tolminu (Bartosiewicz 2002, 133-134).
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zastopanost posameznih skeletnih elementov prepozna-
nih zivalskih vrst (N = 3), ti namre¢ nakazujejo prakso
pridajanja znatnih delov Zivalskih kadavrov s poudarki
na srednje do zelo mesnatih anatomskih regijah telesa
(tab. 4). Kot Ze navedeno, so bile v grobu M 741 v skledi
odkrite kosti polovice ov¢jega hrbta, v grobu Sz 914 pa
prav tako v skledi del¢ki reber in torej prsnega kosa tak-
sonomsko ozje neopredeljene Zzivali. Ob tem obstaja $e
porocilo za grob M 525, kjer so v vréu lezali natan¢neje
neopredeljeni ostanki goveje noge. Dve zanimivi analogiji
za tovrstne skupke Zivalskih ostankov je najti na grobis¢u
v Tolminu. V grobu 155 je bilo namre¢ v latvici odkritih
deset odlomkov reber in dve vretenci drobnice, v grobu
269 pa prav tako v latvici polovica glave odrasle ov¢je
samice (Svolj$ak, Poga¢nik 2001; Bartosiewicz 2002, 133).

Na podlagi teh nekaj skopih podatkov se ponuja
domneva, da so kot posmrtna popotnica lahko sluzili
razmeroma mesnati deli manj$ih Zivali (glej, denimo,
grobova M 741 z Mosta na So¢i in grob 155 iz Tolmi-
na), nemara pa tudi nekaks$ne enolon¢nice ali obare.
O slednjem bi utegnila pricati polovica ov¢je glave iz
tolminskega groba 269, morda pa tudi odlomki reber
taksonomsko neopredeljene zivali iz groba Sz 914
z Mosta na So¢i (prim. Kmetova 2017b). Pri tem je
pomembno, da sta bila tako grob Sz 914 kot tudi Ze
omenjeni grob M 741 z ostanki polovice ov¢jega hrbta
oba prepoznana kot Zenska pokopa. Praksa pridajanja
posmrtnih popotnic v obliki ve¢jih delov Zrtvovanih
zivali o¢itno ni bila omejena le na moske grobove. Zato
tudi ni verjetno, da so posamezni izolirani zobje iz (ve-
¢inoma) Zenskih grobov zgolj ostanek spolno specifi¢ne
(. Zenskam namenjene), izrazito simboli¢ne razli¢ice
lokalnih posmrtnih popotnic.

Poseben komentar na tem mestu zasluzi na kratko
ze omenjeno odkritje natan¢neje neopredeljenih govejih
noznih kosti v vr¢u iz groba M 525. Upostevajo¢ velikost
dolgih kosti okon¢in pri tej domaci Zivali, je verjetno, da
so bili v vr¢ odlozeni bodisi zgolj posamezni odlomki
nadlahtnice, kozeljnice, stegnenice in/ali golenice bodisi
brzéas ve¢inoma cele kosti spodnjega dela nog (tj. zape-
stnice, nartnice, prstnice), ki so znatno manjse. Prva od
obeh moznosti bi pri¢ala o izjemno bogati popotnici, saj
so zgornji in srednji deli okon¢in pri govedu zelo bogati
z mesom. Kaj pa druga moznost, ki se zdi nemara spri¢o
popolne odsotnosti poro¢il o najdbah govejih dolgih
kosti v grobovih z Mosta na So¢i in iz Tolmina celd
nekoliko verjetnej$a? Pravzaprav niti v tem primeru ne
kaze a priori razmisljati o skromni popotnici. Kosti so
namre¢ v vsakem primeru pripadale govedu kot tedaj
najve¢jemu lokalno rejenemu domestikatu, zato je bil
zakol tak$ne zivali za lastnika nedvomno velik gospo-
darski zalogaj (prim. Toskan 2017b, 155-156).

Analogijo za pridatek posmrtne popotnice v obliki
skrajnega spodnjega dela goveje noge bi nemara kazalo
iskati v katerem od sedmih pretezno moskih grobov z
Mosta na Sodi, za katere izkopavalci porocajo o odkritju
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sicer natan¢neje neopredeljenih govejih kosti okonc¢in
(tab. 4). Kot vzporednico je vsekakor smiselno navesti
tolminski grob 327, v katerem so lezale kosti tele¢jih
parkljev (Bartosiewicz 2002, 133). Te niso bile odkrite
v lonceni posodi, kot je bil to primer pri grobu M 525,
zato interpretacija v smislu popotnice kot enolon¢nice
ali obare brz¢as ne pride v postev.® Verjetneje gre za
ostanek pokojni osebi pridane hrane v obliki kulinari¢no
manj zanimivega, ¢eprav v simbolnem smislu $e vseeno
prestiznega (glej npr. Kmetova 2017a, 73) dela Zrtvova-
nega goveda, pri ¢emer je utegnil biti preostanek kadavra
te dragocene domace Zivali namenjen pogrebni pojedini
ali kateremu od vzporedno potekajo¢ih obrednih dejanj.
Skladno s tak$nim razmisljanjem bi kot simbolne grobne
popotnice lahko razumeli tudi posamezne primerke
pridanih vretenc ali del¢kov reber, kakrs$ni so bili med
drugim odkriti v repel$kem grobu R 19.7 Ne nazadnje
o podobno intenzivno razsekanih rebrih (pretezno)
drobnice porocajo iz nekaterih Zeleznodobnih sveti$¢ v
regiji, kjer je to gradivo interpretirano prav kot ostanek
obrednih pojedin (Fiore, Tagliacozzo 2001, 89; Faccio-
lo, Fiore, Tagliacozzo 2006, 56-57; lastni neobjavljeni
podatki za Gradi¢ pri Kobaridu).

Se zadnja najdba ovce oziroma koze iz grobov z
Repelca in Pucarjevega roba, ki doslej ni bila podrobneje
obravnavana, je odlomek distalnega dela golenice iz
groba R 41. Po analogiji z grobom M 2175 z Mosta na
Sociali grobom 213 iz Tolmina (Bartosiewicz 2002, 133)
bi lahko $lo za ostanek prilozene krace oz. gnjati (glej
tudi npr. Kmetova 2017a, 74). Ker pa je bila ob manj-
kajo¢em proksimalnem delu golenice iz groba M 2175
v njeno mozgovno votlino vstavljena bronasta igla, je

® Vsaj na nacelni ravni je sicer treba omeniti moznost
namenske uporabe lesenih posod, ki bi pozneje v sedimentu
propadle (prim. Kmetova 2017b). Posamezne taksne najdbe
so bile v okviru Mosta na Soci dejansko odkrite (Dular, Tecco
Hvala 2018, 100-102).

7 Interpretacija obeh odlomkov vretenc (drobnice?) iz
pitosa groba PR 1 s Pucarjevega roba je zavoljo sledi njune
izpostavljenosti ognju bolj zapletena. Ceprav je zoglenelost le
povrsinska, so postala morebitna ohranjena mehka tkiva ob
tako neposredni izpostavljenosti ognju zagotovo neuzitna.
Isto seveda velja tudi za sezgan drobec dlan¢nice/stopalnice
drobnice iz sicer mlajseZeleznodobnega groba R 51 (stopnja Sv.
Lucija IV). Ponuja se razlaga o simbolni posmrtni popotnici,
sorodni tistim z nekaterih grobi$¢ iz osrednjeslovenskega
prostora (Toskan 2017a, 193-195), ali pa o darovih boZanstvom
kot v primeru venetskega kultnega mesta Via S. Eufemia-Via
S. Massimo v Padovi (Ruta Serafini, Michelini 2013, 1209-
1210). Zanesljivih porocil o ozganih Zivalskih kosteh iz grobov
z osrednjega dela grobi$¢a z Mosta na Soci ni, so pa taksne
najdbe odkrili v Tolminu (Di Martino 2002). V grobu PR 1 s
Pucarjevega roba so bili od pridatkov med drugim izkopani
sovji skifos, ki kaZe na izmenjave z Gréijo oziroma z njenimi
emporiji ob izlivu reke Pad, kacasti fibuli vrste Fraore — Parma,
ki sta znacilni predvsem za predalpski prostor severne Italije,
in pravokoten pasni okov, kot jih je najti zlasti na Dolenjskem
(glej tu Mlinar 103-105).
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vsaj nac¢eloma dovoljeno razmisljati tudi v smeri bolj
simbolnega pridatka od klasi¢ne posmrtne popotnice.
Ne nazadnje je na podlagi arheoloskih in etnoloskih
raziskovanj lepo razvidno, da lahko ljudje pomembno
obredno vrednost pripiemo tako reko¢ vsakemu delu
okostja (Cherici 1999; Birtalan 2003; Choyke 2010;
Ekroth 2019; glej tudi spodaj).

OD drobnici in konju je bilo mogoce v grobovih z
Repelca in Pucarjevega roba s precej$njo verjetnostjo
opredeliti le $e odlomek zgornje ¢eljustnice ve¢jega kopi-
tarja iz groba R 22, ki najbrz pripada govedu. Ta vrsta je
sicer zastopana tudi v 17 grobovih z osrednjega dela iste
nekropole (tab. 4) ter v enem izmed grobov z nesezgani-
mi in do petih grobovih s sezganimi zivalskimi ostanki
iz Tolmina (Bartosiewicz 2002; Di Martino 2002). Cemu
je utegnil biti v grob R 22 vstavljen del¢ek goveje éelju-
stnice, je tezko ugibati, saj analogije v lokalnem prostoru
niso znane (tab. 4; Bartosiewicz 2002). V mnogo kultih
kronolosko in geografsko razli¢nih ¢loveskih skupnosti
naj bi sicer prav glava najucinkoviteje povzemala bistvo
posameznega bitja, zaradi ¢esar so ji (bile) pripisovane
Stevilne magicne lastnosti (glej npr. Choyke 2010; Perego
2010a; Kmetova 2017a, 73-74). Brzcas bi enaka razlaga
lahko prisla v postev pri repel$kem pokopu R 22. Toliko
bolj zato, ker je bilo nad istim grobom odkritih ve¢ dru-
gih pridatkov s potencialno apotropejskimi lastnostmi
(npr. steklena jagoda, konjske kosti). Po drugi strani bi
bilo vsled nadpovpreéno razko$ne grobne konstrukcije
in bogatosti pridanega inventarja (konjska oprema) go-
vejo najdbo iz groba R 22 mogoce razumeti tudi kot izraz
visokega statusa pokojnika oziroma njegove druzine
(prim. Kmetova 2017a, 76-78). Morebitno Zrtvovanje
tako konja kot goveda je namre¢ za svojce umrlega ne-
dvomno pomenilo posebej veliko gospodarsko breme,
zaradi Cesar je moralo biti v skupnosti razumljeno kot
izjemno prestizno dejanje.

ZIVALSKI OSTANKI IZ DRUGIH KONTEKSTOV

Izkopavanja na ledini Repelc v letu 2002 so razkri-
la nekaj posameznih struktur, ki so interpretirane kot
ostaline kultnih praks na grobi$¢nem 'svetem' prostoru.
Raziskave $tirih izmed njih so med drugimi najdbami
razkrile tudi Zivalske ostanke (tab. I in 2). Te strukture
so Zganinska jama z Zeleznodobnimi in rimskodobnimi
najdbami (SE 101, 102), suho grajeni zid iz lapornatih
plos¢ (SE 87), okrogla kamnita konstrukcija iz laporna-
tih plos¢ (SE 88) in ve¢ji kamen v kvadrantu 8 (glej tu
Mlinar, pril. 1/2).

Zganinska jama je bila odkrita v kvadrantu 1 na
severnem robu repelske terase (sl. 6). Raziskana je bila v
velikosti 12 m?, njen najvedji premer pa je pribl. 4,5 m.
V vec kot 30 cm debeli ¢rni plasti lesnega oglja so bili
razpr$eni prezgani kamni in kamencki, zivalski ostanki,
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S 6: Most na Soci — Repelc. Tloris vzhodnega obmodja izkopavanj leta 2002 z oznac¢enimi pomembnej$imi strukturami in she-
matskim prikazom zastopanih skeletnih elementov posamezne Zivalske vrste med arheozooloskimi najdbami.

Fig. 6: Most na So¢i — Repelc. Plan of the east excavation area (investigated in 2002) with marked major structures. Also shown
are the related schematic displays of skeletal element representation data per animal taxa.

drobci prezganih ¢loveskih kosti, $tevilni odlomki fibul,
razlomljen srebrn, bronast in Zelezen nakit, odlomki Ze-
leznega oroZja, zelezni Zeblji in Zeblji¢ki, svincen vlozek
za popravilo kerami¢ne posode, kamnit brus, mo¢no
prezgani odlomki lon¢enih posod ter drobci stekla in
sezganih steklenih jagod. Gradivo je mladohalstatske,
poznolatenske in zgodnjerimske starosti (glej tu Mlinar,
sl. 59).

Zbir pobranih Zivalskih ostankov z obmocja Zga-
ninske jame je koli¢insko skromen (N = 33; NISP® = 11;
tab. 2), vendar v ve¢ detajlih zanimiv. Komentar vsekakor
zasluzi (skoraj?) popolna odsotnost primerkov s sledmi
izpostavljenosti ognju. Edina izjema v tem smislu bi lahko

8 NISP - stevilo taksonomsko opredeljenih primerkov
(Number of Identified Specimens; Grayson 1984).
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bil sezgan odlomek prasicje sko¢nice (sI. 7a), ki pa je bil
odkrit v kvadrantu 2 tik ob zunanjem robu Zganinske
jame, in ne v njej. Na drugi strani naj bi vsi v jami odkriti
sezgani kostni drobci pripadali ¢loveku (T. Leskovar,
ustno poroc¢ilo). Ugotovitev je pomembna za celovitejse
razumevanje namembnosti strukture, ki jo arheologi
razlagajo kot sezigalis¢e (ustrinum) oziroma Zgalnoda-
ritveni prostor (glej tu Mlinar 94-96). Skupek Zivalskih
ostankov z obmo¢ja Zganinske jame namre¢ odstopa od
zbirov tovrstnih najdb s tipi¢nih alpskih Zgalnodaritvenih
prostorov tako v smislu Ze omenjene odsotnosti (piclosti?)
sezganih primerkov (prim. Tecchiati 2000, 5; Zohmann,
Forstenpointer, Galik 2010, 831-852) kot tudi zaradi
velike, kar tretjinske zastopanosti skeletnih elementov iz
mesnatejsih delov telesa (prim. Zohmann, Forstenpointer,
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b - sko¢nica; ¢ - odlomek nadlahtnice. (Foto: D. Valoh).
Fig. 7: Most na So¢i — Repelc. Porcine remains from the area of the cremation pit with burnt remains (SU 101-103): a — fragment
of a burnt astragalus (Grid Square 2); b — astragalus; ¢ - fragment of a humerus. (Photo: D. Valoh).

Galik 2010). Zanimivo primerjavo ponuja domnevni
zgalnodaritveni prostor, odkrit na obmocju hiSe 6/2 v
zeleznodobni naselbini z Mosta na So¢i (Dular, Tecco
Hvala 2018,79-81). Od 97 tam zbranih Zivalskih ostankov
je bil ognju prav tako izpostavljen le en primerek, vendar
pa je deleZ kosti iz mesnatejsih delov telesa tako reko¢
zanemarljiv (N = 7). Ve¢ kot 90 odstotkov najdb iz tega
konteksta namre¢ pripada izoliranim zobem, odlom-
kom lobanj in posameznim kostem skrajno spodnjega
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dela obeh parov nog (Toskan, Bartosiewicz 2018, 491).
Arheozooloski zbir iz repelske Zganinske jame je torej v
tem smislu bistveno drugacen.

Zaradi (skoraj popolne?) odsotnosti ognju izpo-
stavljenih Zzivalskih ostankov z obmocja zganinske jame
lahko ti ponudijo vpogled kve¢jemu v naravo spremlja-
jocih, od obrednih kurjenj neposredno lo¢enih kultnih
dejavnosti. To velja kljub razlagi, da je obmoc¢je (med
drugim) sluzilo kot prostor za sezig pokojnikov (ustrina).
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Praksa seziga (delov) zivalskih kadavrov skupaj s truplom
preminule osebe na tem kultnem mestu domnevno
sploh ni bila uveljavljena oziroma vsaj ni bila pogosta. Se
vel: ker porocil o odkritju zoglenelih in/ali kalciniranih
zivalskih ostankov v grobovih z Mosta na So¢i prakti¢no
ni (za izjemi glej, denimo, inventar grobov PR 1in R 51,
pri ¢emer je slednji poznolatenske starosti), bi bilo enak
sklep nemara smiselno razsiriti na celotno grobisce.

S tem v zvezi se sicer ponuja vprasanje, kako uspe-
$ni so bili pri prepoznavanju sezganih zivalskih kostnih
drobcev zgodnji izkopavalci s konca 19. in zacetka 20.
stol. Prav tako bi lahko bil kak posamezen drobec sezgane
zivalske kosti pomesan med ognju izpostavljene ¢loveske
ostanke z Repelca in Pucarjevega roba, kot je bilo to
nakazano za grobove PR 12, PR 20, R 12A,R17,R 40 in
R 49. Malostevilni ¢loveski ostanki s sledmi izpostavlje-
nosti ognju iz teh grobov so bili namre¢ dobro prezgani
in zato tezZje dolocljivi (glej tu Leben-Seljak, tab. 1, 2).
Tu so $e posamezni primerki sezganih Zivalskih najdb z
bliznjega grobis¢a v Tolminu (Di Martino 2002), kjer pa
se je pokopavanje zakljucilo ze v 7. stol. pr. Kr. ali dobri
dve stoletji pred najstarej$im pokopom na Repelcu (4j. 5.
stol. pr. Kr.; glej tu Mlinar, sl. 59). Seveda ni nujno, da je
pogrebni ritual skozi tako dolgo obdobje ostal povsem
enak (prim. Gabrovec 1976, 50-51; glej tudi npr. Perego
2010b). Ravno nasprotno, ob koncu mladohalstatsko-
dobne svetolucijske kulture je bil na obmocju Repelca
in Pucarjevega roba zaznan opazen premik od velikih
grobnih jam z znatnimi koli¢inami po dnu posute zga-
nine k manj$im vkopom v latenskem ¢asu, pri katerih je
bila tudi koli¢ina raztro$ene Zganine skromnejsa (glej tu
Mlinar, 15-24, 39-52).

Se obredni znacaj zbira zivalskih ostankov iz repelske
zganinske jame kaZe v njegovi vrstni sestavi? Ugotovitev
o prevladujocem delezu (predvsem zob) drobnice je de-
jansko v celoti skladna s pogostnostjo pojavljanja tak$nih
najdb v grobovih (tab. 2; glej tudi tab. I in 4), vendar enako
velja tudi za pripadajoco naselbino (Toskan, Batrosiewicz
2018, Tab. 1). Pomenljivejse je zato odkritje odlomka
dlan¢nice/stopalnice konja, ki mu je v ¢asu starejse zelezne
dobe pripadala vloga kultne zivali par excellence (Kmetova
2013a; 2013b; Bortolami 2017-2018; Toskan 2017a). Med
5544 taksonomsko opredeljenimi zivalskimi ostanki iz
starejSezeleznodobnih naselbinskih kontekstov Mosta
na Sod¢i je konj brzcas tudi zaradi tega zastopan s piclimi
osmimi (tj. 0,14 %) primerki.

Za celovito interpretacijo vloge Zivali v obrednih
dejavnostih, ki so se odvijale na obmocju obravnavane
zganinske jame, pa se zdi sicer $e najzanimivej$a prisot-
nost domacega prasica. Vrsta je zastopana s skoraj v
celoti ohranjeno diafizo desne nadlahtnice in primer-
kom sko¢nice, pri ¢emer zelo verjetno v isti kontekst
sodi tudi v neposredni blizini odkrit odlomek $e druge,
tokrat sezgane sko¢nice® (sl. 7). Ugotovitev, da gre pri

9 V tem slu¢aju bi bila to edina ognju izpostavljena (takso-
nomsko opredeljena) Zivalska najdba z obmoc¢ja obravnavane
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element, ki ima tradicionalno mo¢no poudarjeno sim-
bolno vrednost, najbrz ni naklju¢na. Se pomenljivejsi se
zdi podatek, da porocila o najdbah domacega prasi¢a v
starejSezeleznodobnih grobovih z Mosta na So¢i v ce-
loti manjkajo, divji prasi¢ pa je zastopan edino v grobu
Sz 1819. Gre za bogat zenski pokop, v katerem je bil
odkrit izoliran podo¢nik merjasca z brz¢as predvsem
okrasno vlogo. Drobec prasi¢je kosti je bil v okviru
grobov s pososkih starej$ezeleznodobnih grobis¢ do-
kumentiran le Se v grobu 35 iz Tolmina (Di Martino
2002), je pa vrsta sicer zastopana med Zivalskimi ostanki
z obseznega sezigalis¢a na $e tretjem starejSezelezno-
dobnem grobisc¢u v radiju 15 km od Mosta na So¢i, tj.
v Kobaridu. Kot poro¢a Marchesetti (1893b, XIV), so
izkopavalci na obmocju sezigalis¢a odkrili tudi ostanke
goveda, drobnice in konja, kar je pomenljivo, saj gre za
popolnoma iste vrste kot pri zZganinski jami z Repelca.
Prav tako je zanimiva ugotovitev, da niti zivalske kosti s
kobariskega sezigali$¢a ne kazejo sledi izpostavljenosti
ognju (Marchesetti 1893b, XIV; Gabrovec 1976, 46).

Glede na razmeroma velike koli¢ine odkritega
oglja, ki so bile dokumentirane na obmod¢ju repelske
zganinske jame in kobari$kega sezigali$¢a, je domnevati,
da so na obeh lokacijah kurili ve¢krat. Navedena okoli-
$¢ina bi lahko bila relevantna za kronolosko opredelitev
odkritih Zivalskih najdb. Zaradi odsotnosti kakr$nih
koli sledi izpostavljenosti ognju so te najbrz razmeroma
mlade, tj. zgodnjerimske (Repelc) oziroma latenske (Ko-
barid; Gabrovec 1976, 51) starosti. Takrat naj bi opustili
obredno uporabo obeh lokacij, s tem pa se je domnevno
koncalo tudi kurjenje. V nasprotnem primeru bi se
znacilne spremembe v strukturi in obarvanosti kostnine
pojavile Ze zaradi zgolj posredne izpostavljenosti ognju,
ko bi kosti lezale ob aktivnem kuri$¢u ali neposredno
pod njim (prim. Asmussen 2009, 530; Ruta Serafini,
Michelini 2013, 1210).

Ce obravnavano gradivo dejansko sodi v zgodnje-
rimski ¢as, bi lahko skupno pojavljanje ostankov goveda,
drobnice in prasi¢a na o¢itno kultnem mestu sluzilo kot
indic za navezavo na enega najbolj tradicionalnih rim-
skih obredov zrtvovanja goveda, ovce/ovna in prasica, tj.
suovetaurilia. Bistven sestavni del ve¢ine znanih razli¢ic
tega obreda je bil ritualni obhod dolo¢enega posame-
znika, skupine ljudi ali obmo¢ja (npr. polja, stavbe).
Pri tem so v procesijo vklju¢ili enega ali ve¢ primerkov
navedenih treh Zivalskih vrst, kar naj bi vsled njihovega
kon¢nega Zrtvovanja zagotovilo (apotropejsko) zas¢ito,
prosperiteto in/ali duhovno ocis¢enje vpletenih ljudi ozi-
roma prostorov (Bendlin 2013, 6456-6457). Pomembno
je poudariti, da so ritualni obhod (lustratio) marsikdaj iz-
vajali tudi med (po)pogrebnimi slovesnostmi, pri ¢emer
se je sprevod utegnil pomikati prav okrog sezigali$¢a/
zgalnega prostora (Murgia 2013, 142-143). Se je torej ta-
ksna ali tej podobna praksa izvajala tudi na obmo¢ju zga-

zganinske jame.
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ninske jame z Repelca (in sezigali$¢a iz Kobarida)? Teza
je privla¢na, pri ¢emer ji naceloma ne bi nasprotovala
niti nekoliko starej$a ¢asovna opredelitev obravnavanih
zivalskih najdb od predlagane. Kot nakazujejo analogije
iz venetskega prostora, so utegnile biti sorodne obredne
prakse lokalno uveljavljene Ze globoko v predrimskem
¢asu (Ruta Serafini, Michelini 2013, 1213; Zaghetto
2017, 108, 113; glej tudi npr. Kmetova 2017a, 75). Ne
glede na $pekulativnost nekaterih specifiénih detajlov
take razlage pa rezultati analize arheozooloskih najdb
z obmocja repelske zganinske jame (sezigali$¢a, Zgal-
nodaritvenega mesta) vsekakor podkrepljujejo splosno
tezo o tej strukturi kot prostoru izvajanja spremljevalnih
dejavnosti med pogrebnimi obredi in/ali po njih in to
navkljub dejstvu, da prakti¢no noben od analiziranih
ostankov ni sezgan (prim. Salvagno et al. 2016).

Je mogoce podobno interpretirati tudi pescico
zivalskih ostankov z obmocja okrogle kamnite kon-
strukcije SE 88? Zgrajena je bila iz poSevno polozenih
lapornatih plo$¢ z delno prezgano ilovnato povrsino na
juznem delu in $trle¢o apnencasto plos¢o, usmerjeno
proti severu. Lega strukture znotraj grobisca, njena pra-
vilna oblikovanost in usmerjenost ter starej$ezelezno-
dobne najdbe nakazujejo, da so se daritve oziroma
zrtvovanja v ¢ast prednikom morda res izvajali tudi na
tem kraju (glej tu Mlinar, 60-61, 96). Med izkopavanji
ostanki, $e 16 pa je bilo pod cm velikih sezganih in
taksonomsko ter anatomsko neopredeljenih kostnih
drobcev (tab. 2). Skromen vzorec zal ne dopusca izpe-
ljave poglobljene analize, se pa zdi smiselno opozoriti
na vecinsko zastopanost izoliranih zob drobnice (tab. 2;
prim. s tab. I in 4), ki se morda vnovi¢ pojavljajo v vlogi
simbolnih pridatkov z magi¢nimi lastnostmi.

V neposredni blizini Zganinske jame in okrogle
kamnite konstrukcije je bil Ze takoj ob vzpostavitvi gro-
bis¢a na Repelcu postavljen kamniti suhi zid iz velikih
lapornatih in delno apnencastih plos¢ (SE 87). Med
temi plos¢ami je bilo odkritih $est Zivalskih ostankov,
izmed katerih bi $tirje utegnili pripadati govedu (tab. 2).
Pri izoliranem tretjem spodnjem ko¢niku in odlomku
lobanje je tak$na opredelitev pravzaprav zanesljiva, pri
dveh odlomkih reber ve¢jega rastlinojeda pa bi vsaj
naceloma lahko prisel v postev tudi konj. Izolirani zobje
goveda so z Mosta na So¢i ze znani tako iz posameznih
grobov (tab. 4) kakor tudi iz Zganinske jame, v grob R 22
pa je bil morda pridan del¢ek goveje zgornje Celjustni-
ce (tab. 1 in 2). Najdbe odlomkov mozganske lobanje
(tj. neurocraniuma) te gospodarsko izjemno pomembne
domace zivali s tukaj$nje nekropole do izkopavanj na
Repelcu niso bile znane (tab. 4).

Ugotovitev je pomembna zaradi tradicionalno
poudarjene simbolne vloge lobanj v $tevilnih prazgo-
dovinskih kultih. Primerek, odkrit med kamni zidu
SE 87, se je seveda tam lahko znagel po naklju¢ju in
morda sploh nima neposredne povezave z obrednimi

dejavnostmi. Vseeno se zdi smiselno opozoriti na edini
drugi doslej odkriti ostanek zanesljivo goveje lobanje v
okviru grobi$¢a z Mosta na Sodi, ki izvira z zahodnega
obmog¢ja izkopavanj na Repelcu. Dva odlomka iste desne
goveje li¢nice sta bila namre¢ skupaj z dvema prav tako
govejima ko¢nikoma in 46 taksonomsko neopredelje-
nimi kostnimi drobci odkrita pod vec¢jim prodnikom v
kvadrantu 8 (tab. 1). Gre pri teh ostankih lahko za dele
deponirane, morda obredno poskodovane goveje loba-
nje? Ce to drzi, bi kazalo najdbi pripisati kultno vlogo,
posledi¢no pa bi bilo o taks$ni razlagi vsaj na nacelni
ravni treba razmisljati tudi v zvezi z del¢kom lobanje
z obmocja suhega zidu. Ta je bil ne nazadnje zgrajen
prav na sugestivnem mestu domnevne premostitve reke
Idrijce, ki je Repelc kot najnizjo teraso na levem bregu
povezovala z naselbino na drugi strani.

ZIVALSKI OSTANKI IZ KULTURNE PLASTI SE 3

Kulturna plast SE 3 na vzhodnem obmo¢ju iz-
kopavanj na ledini Repelc vklju¢uje Zeleznodobne in
rimskodobne arheologke najdbe (glej tu Mlinar, 62-70),
med katerimi je tudi nekaj deset Zivalskih ostankov
(tab. 2). Po oceni izkopavalcev se navedeno gradivo
funkcionalno navezuje na grobi$ce, saj gre za premesano
plast, ki vklju¢uje kamnite plo$ce ter najdbe iz posko-
dovanih grobov in struktur. Razpr$enost kosti in zob v
tej plasti je razmeroma enakomerna, bistvenih razlik
pa v tem smislu ni zaznati niti na ravni taksonomske in
anatomske raznovrstnosti.

Najbolje zastopan takson je drobnica (N = 23), gra-
divo pa vklju¢uje $e ostanke goveda (N = 6), domacega
prasi¢a (N = 2) in znova tudi konja (N = 1). Navedena
slika v splo$nem ne odstopa niti od zbira zivalskih
ostankov iz grobov niti od tistega precej bogatejsega iz
okvirno socasnih naselbinskih kontekstov (tab. 4; Toskan,
Bartosiewicz 2018). To, kar je v zvezi z arheozooloskim
gradivom iz plasti SE 3 vsaj do neke mere svojstveno in bi
se torej lahko navezovalo na lokalno uprizarjane obredne
dejavnosti, so podatki o pogostnosti najdb posameznih
skeletnih elementov (prim. Gaastra 2018). Govedo je
namre¢ zastopano izklju¢no z nekaj primerki izoliranih
zob in eno prstnico, konj s primerkom sekalca, delez
zob pa je vecinski tudi med najdbami drobnice (N = 16
oziroma pribl. 1/3NISP., .. ). PraSicu sta bila pripisana
odlomek komol¢nice in deléek sezgane sko¢nice; slednja
je bila sicer odkrita v neposredni blizini Zganinske jame
iz kvadranta 1 in se nanjo najbrz tudi navezuje (sl. 7a).

Veliko §tevilo izoliranih zob je pomenljivo tudi
zato, ker znatno presega vrednosti, ugotovljene priana-
lizi naselbinskega gradiva (Toskan, Bartosiewicz 2018).
Med skupno 3733 ostanki drobnice z obmocja naselbine
je bilo prepoznanih 'le' tiso¢ primerkov zob, kar znasa
komaj dobro ¢etrtino vseh ov¢jih in kozjih najdb. Delez
pri govedu je celé nekoliko manjsi (tj. 23,5 % NISP, ),
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saj je zob med skupno 2778 pridobljenimi govejimi
ostanki 'zgolj' 653. Tudi ¢e primerjava na strani Repelca
zaobjame celoten zbir odkritih najdb s tamkaj$njega
vzhodnega izkopnega polja (tj. vklju¢no z Ze obravna-
vanim gradivom iz grobov in treh obrednih struktur),
ostaja razkorak v delezu zastopanosti zob v primerjavi z
naselbinskim gradivom ve¢ kot o¢iten (tab. 5). Podobno
velja za sko¢nice: med zivalskimi ostanki z vzhodnega
od obeh repelskih izkopnih polj so bile odkrite tri taksne
najdbe (tj. 4,8 % NISP), med ve¢ tiso¢ opredeljenimi
ostanki sesalcev iz naselbinskih kontekstov pa v relativ-
nem smislu kar petkrat manj (0,7 % NISP).

Pri drugih skeletnih elementih izrazitejsih razlik
med grobi$¢em in naselbino v tem smislu ni opaziti.
Poseben komentar nemara vseeno zasluzi kar sedem
odkritih ostankov ov¢jih/kozjih golenic: tri z obmodja
zganinske jame, dva iz kulturne plasti SE 3 in eden iz
groba R 41. Skupaj je torej delez najdb tega skeletnega
elementa solidnih 9 % vseh taksonomsko opredeljenih
ostankov z obravnavane lokacije, kar je pribl. dvakrat
toliko kot v gradivu iz naselbinskih kontekstov (N = 426
oziroma 5,4 % NISP). Zaradi razmeroma skromnega zbira
zivalskih ostankov z Repelca bi lahko bila nadpovpre¢na
zastopanost ov¢je/kozje golenice seveda zgolj naklju¢na. V
primeru izoliranih zob in sko¢nic je razkorak v primerjavi
s sliko iz naselbine vendarle precej izrazitejsi, poleg tega
je bila uporaba obeh navedenih skeletnih elementov v
zeleznodobnih obredih tega dela Evrope ze veckrat doka-
zana. Podobno prepricljivi indici za domnevno ritualno
vlogo (ov¢jih/kozjih) golenic manjkajo, ¢eprav nekatere
sodobne etnoloske raziskave pri¢ajo tudi o tej moznosti. V
Mongoliji, denimo, ov¢ja golenica spremlja posameznika
od rojstva do smrti, ko kost pokojniku cel6 pridajo v grob
(Birtalan 2003, 44-48, 52, 56-57). Z zeleznodobnega
Mosta na So¢i bi v tem smislu brz¢as kazalo spomniti na
najdbo ov¢je golenice iz groba M 2175, v katero je bila
vstavljena bronasta igla. Prav tako sta bili (na povsem ena-
kem mestu prelomljeni) golenici zastopani med konjskimi
ostanki iz groba R 19. Nekaj zanimivih najdb je znanih
tudi z okvirno soc¢asnih najdis¢ v sose$¢ini, kot denimo
neobicajna kombinacija pridatkov konjske golenice in
dela leve strani srnje lobanje v zenskem (!) grobu 38 iz
gomile VII s Prelog pri Zgornji Slivnici (Magdalenska
gora; Tecco Hvala 2012, 29: sl. 3, 430; Gruskovnjak 2016a,
244). Moznost, da je golenica v jugovzhodnoalpskem pro-
storu vendarle lahko imela svojevrstno vlogo v obredjih
tedanjega Casa, torej ni povsem izkljucena.

KONJSKI OSTANKI

V okviru grobis¢a z Mosta na So¢i so bili prvi ostanki
konj odkriti Ze med izkopavanji s konca 19. stol. Gre za
sedem grobov, med katerimi je bil v dveh najden le po-
samezen izoliran zob, v enem (zgornja?) ¢eljust, v enem
sprednja polovica okostja, v preostalih treh pa celotno

Tab. 5: Most na Soci - Repelc. Pogostnost pojavljanja posame-
znih skeletnih elementov v zbiru Zivalskih ostankov z vzho-
dnega obmocja izkopavanj leta 2002. Delezi zastopanosti istih
skeletnih elementov iz pripadajocih naselbinskih kontekstov
so podani lo¢eno (Toskan, Bartosiewicz 2018). Okrajsave:
N - $tevilo anatomsko opredeljenih ostankov izbranega skelet-
nega elementa; %N - deleZ zastopanosti izbranega skeletnega
elementa glede na skupno $tevilo anatomsko opredeljenih se-
salskih ostankov; NISP+Ry e = Stevilo vseh taksonomsko
opredeljenih ostankov sesalcev z neopredeljenimi drobci reber.
Tab. 5: Most na So¢i - Repelc. Abundance of individual skeletal
elements in the archaeozoological assemblage from the east
excavation area (investigated in 2002). Analogous data for
the associated habitation contexts are presented seperately
(Toskan, Bartosiewicz 2018). Abbreviations: N — number
of anatomically identified specimens of a skeletal element;
%N - share of a skeletal element relative to the total number
of anatomically identified mammal remains; NISP+Ry
- total number of taxonomically identified mammal remains
including the non-identified rib fragments.

Repelc Naselbina

Sk. element Settlement
N %N %N
Cranium 1 =15 3,1
Dentes 38 =~ 60 19,9
Costae 2 = 15,7
Humerus 2 = 49
Radius 2 = 6,3
Ulna 1 =15 1,9
Femur 3 =~ 4,5 3,0
Tibia 6 =9 5,4
Astragalus 3 =4,5 0,7
Metapodia 3 =~ 4,5 10,4
Phalanges 3 = 4,5 3,7
NISP+R . . 64 9219

okostje te Zivali (tab. 6). Zadniji $tirje so pravzaprav samo-
stojni pokopi konj s konjsko opremo, v prvih treh pa gre za
pridatke v zgane pokope pokojnikov. Na podlagi poro¢il
izkopavalcev naj konjski ostanki v nobenem od navedenih
primerov ne bi kazali sledi izpostavljenosti ognju.

Trije izmed §tirih!® samostojnih pokopov konj z
Mosta na Soc¢i kazejo nekaj skupnih tock, ki jih je vredno
omeniti Ze takoj na zacetku razprave (Marchesetti 1893a,
95,217-218,270; Terzan, Lo Schiavo, Trampuz-Orel 1985,
120-121). Vsi so, denimo, vkljuc¢evali konjsko opremo,
kar pri¢a o pokopu obrzdanih Zivali. Vsi so tudi lezali
v grobovih z izstopajo¢o kamnito konstrukcijo, kot so
grobnica iz plo$¢ skrilavca, prekrita z ve¢jim apnenca-
stim blokom (M 2141), grob s krovno kamnito grobljo
v obliki nekak$nega oboka (M 2788) in grob s sedmimi
kamnitimi krovnimi plo$¢ami, polozenimi druga na
drugo, izmed katerih je bila spodnja rdece barve (Sz 592).

10 Relevantnih sklepov glede okostja, ki ga je izkopal
Enrico Majonica, ni mogoce podati, saj detajlnejsi podatki o
najdbi niso znani (Marchesetti 1893a, 270).
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Tab. 6: Konjski ostanki v grobovih in samostojni konjski pokopi (oznaceni krepko) na grobis¢u z Mosta na So¢i. Viri: Marchesetti

1893; Terzan, Lo Schiavo, Trampuz Orel 1985.

Tab. 6: Horse remains from graves and horse burials (marked in bold) from the cemetery at Most na So¢i. Sources: Marchesetti

1893; Terzan, Lo Schiavo, Trampuz Orel 1985.

Grob Stopnja Konjski ostanki Lega ob odkritju
Grave Phase Horse remains Position at discovery
M 379 Sv. Lucija Ila Celjustnica nad apnen§ast0 krovno plf)sco
Jaw above the limestone covering slab
. Prednji del okostja v kamniti grobni kamri
M 2141 L 1T . .
Sv. Lucija Ilb Front part of skeleton within stone burial chamber
M 2788 Sv. Lucija Ic Cel9tno okostje pod obokanim sFrf)pom iz ve¢ kamnov
Entire skeleton under vaulted ceiling of many stones
. Izoliran zob v grobu
M 2848 Sv. Lucija Ie Isolated tooth in grave
M 2871 Sv. Lucija Ic (2) Izoliran zob v grobu, obd.anem s 1.<amn1
Isolated tooth in grave, encircled with stones
N ey Celotno okostje natan¢nejsi podatki neznani
Majonica Neznano / Unknown Entire skeleton detailed data unknown
$592 Sv. Lucija Ic ali/or ITb* Celf)tno okostje v grobu s 7 kamnitimi krov.nlml plo$¢ami
Entire skeleton in grave with 7 stone covering slabs
R19 Sv. Lucija ITb/ITc Glej / See Tab. 1 nad in pod krovnimi ploséami
under and above covering slabs
R22 Sv. Lucija ITc Glej / See Tab. 1 nad krovnlrr.n ploscami
above covering slabs

* grob bi lahko na podlagi pridane vozlaste ovratnice sodil v stopnjo Sv. Lucija Ic, vendar bi po konjski opremi lahko bil tudi

mlajsi (Sv. Lucija IIb)

* the torque with knots points to a Sv. Lucija Ic dating of the grave, while the horse gear suggests a later date (Sv. Lucija IIb)

Tretja ugotovitev, ki povezuje konjske pokope z Mosta
na Sodi, pa je odsotnost nedvoumnih dokazov o njihovi
navezavi na neki to¢no dolo¢en ¢loveski (gospodarjev?)
grob v blizini (Gruskovnjak 2016a, 117-120, sl. 2.1.8).
Malo je torej verjetno, da bi v katerem od teh treh (stirih?)
primerov lahko $lo za klasi¢no Zrtvovanje ob pogrebu
posamezne (druzbeno izstopajoce) osebe, kot je bilo to
v navadi pri drugih halstatskih kulturnih skupinah jugo-
vzhodnoalpskega prostora (Toskan 2018). Namesto tega
so Zrtvovanje brz¢as izvajali v okviru javnih (kolektivnih)
obredov, morda namenjenih zamejevanju, oznacevanju
ali (periodi¢no izvajanemu) oci$¢evanju doloc¢enega
prostora na grobiscu.

Prav tak$na praksa je bila ve¢krat dokumentirana
pri Venetih, s katerimi so imele pososke zeleznodobne
skupnosti spletene tesne trgovske in kulturne vezi. Po-
gosteje kot na to¢no doloéen ¢loveski grob se namre¢
pokopi konj!! na tamkaj$njih grobi$¢ih navezujejo na
nekatere izstopajoce strukture (npr. gomile) ali na po-
samezne zakljuc¢ene skupine planih ¢loveskih grobov
(glej npr. Padova: Palazzo Emo Capodilista-Tabacchi,
Via S. Tiepolo-Via S. Massimo; Este: Casa di Ricovero;
Gamba et al. [ur.] 2013, 373; Gamba, Gambacurta,
Ruta Serafini [ur.] 2014, 48-50, 233; Balista, Ruta Se-
rafini 1998; Bortolami 2017-2018, 65-70). Za pravilno
razumevanje fenomena je pomembna ugotovitev, da

1 Drugace kot v Posoéju oprema venetskim konjem pra-
viloma ni bila pridana (Bortolami 2017-2018, 65).

so tovrstna Zrtvovanja najveckrat datirana v ¢as Siritve
grobi$éa ali dolocene strukture znotraj njega na dotlej
$e neuporabljena (neposvecena?) bliznja obmod¢ja, pri
¢emer so bili konjski pokopi skrbno oznaceni in zato
prepoznavni Se (najmanj) desetletja za tem. Slednje je
mogoce sklepati na podlagi naknadnega koncentriranja
¢loveskih grobov v blizini taks$nih tock, pri ¢emer so
najzgodnejsi ¢loveski pokopi v nekaterih primerih prav-
zaprav socasni ali cel nekoliko starejsi od pokopa konja
(glej npr. Bortolami 2017-2018, 65-67). Pomenljivi so
tudi rezultati arheozooloskih $tudij, ki pri¢ajo o prefe-
ren¢nem izboru zdravih mladih odraslih konj moskega
spola in tako dokazujejo ustaljeno prakso sledenja enot-
nim obrednim zakonitostim. Casovni okvir opisanih
kontekstov na obmocju neposredno juzno od Alp sega
od zacetka 8. do 6. stol. pr. Kr. (Bortolami 2017-2018).
Zaobjema torej tudi najstarejsi, morda pa kar najstarejsa
dva samostojna konjska pokopa z Mosta na So¢i.
Glede kolektivnih!? obrednih Zrtvovanj in pokopov
konj ponuja venetski prostor $e nekaj drugih moznih

12 Veneti so poznali tudi samostojne pokope konj v nave-
zavi z grobovi gospodarjev (npr. Padova: Piovego; Depellegrin
et al. 2019) ter skupne pokope ¢loveka in konja v istem grobu
(npr. Padova: Piovego, Este: Lachini Pela; Gazzo Veronese:
Colombara; Bortolami 2017-2018, 73-76 in tam navedena
literatura), vendar se taksni primeri pojavljajo manj pogosto.
Se redkeje je raziskovalcem uspelo dokumentirati materialne
ostanke zrtvovanja teh zivali in/ali deponiranja (delov)
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interpretativnih nastavkov. Za razumevanje pososkih
najdb so zanimivi posamezni pokopi na delih grobis¢
brez ¢loveskih grobov (Este: Via Pra; Balista, Ruta Sera-
fini 2008, 93-96) ter predvsem tisti na obmoc¢jih s (tudi)
¢loveskimi grobovi, kjer pa neposredne povezave med
obema vrstama pokopov ni bilo mogoce prepoznati (npr.
Altino: Le Brustolade, Portoni; Riedel 1984; Gambacurta
2003, 90-95). Druga od nastetih razli¢ic bi utegnila pri-
¢ati o Zrtvovanju konj v okviru ¢a$¢enja (heroiziranih)
prednikov (prim. Gambacurta 2003, 99-101), pri ¢emer
ni zanemarljivo, da so bili indici o izvajanju sorodnih
kultnih praks odkriti tudi na Dolenjskem (Gruskov-
njak 2016a, 434-435; Toskan 2017a, 187-190,198-200;
Kmetova 2018, 272). Pomembna elementa také$nega
obreda sta utegnila biti akt razkosavanja kadavra in
manipuliranje s krvjo, o ¢emer pricajo $tevilna odkritja
nepopolnih konjskih skeletov in celé napol zoglenele
krvne plazme (Toskan 2017a, 190 in tam navedena li-
teratura). Ugotovitev je v pososkem kontekstu zanimiva
predvsem zavoljo odkritja le sprednje polovice okostja v
grobu M 2141 (tab. 6). Na venetskih grobis¢ih podobni
indici ve¢inoma manjkajo (Bortolami 2017-2018), bi pa
vsaj ohlapno navezavo na tak$ne prakse nemara kazalo
iskati v skupni upodobitvi sekire in konja na nekaterih
izdelkih situlske umetnosti. Kot na podlagi analogij z
dobro znanim rimskim obredom Equus October raz-
mislja Zaghetto (2017, 107-112), so namre¢ Veneti za
usmrtitev zrtvovanih konj morda uporabljali sulico, in
ne sekire.!® S tem se odpira moznost, da je utegnila biti
vloga slednje tudi v tem kulturnem okolju vsaj v neka-
terih primerih dejansko primarno vezana na obredno
razkosavanje kadavrov (Zaghetto 2017, 106-108).
Delne analogije za takéno razlic¢ico ritualnih praks
je najti v Grdiji, kjer so v okviru kulta umrlih uprizarjali
zrtvovanje (in kosanje) zZivali z namenom razlitja njene
krvi po izbranem prostoru. Obred se je lahko izvajal v
povezavi s pogrebom ali pa kasneje, pri ¢emer je lahko
imel tudi vlogo ritualnega oci$¢enja svojcev preminule
osebe. V nekaterih razli¢icah je bil usmerjen v ¢aséenje
junakov, bodisi kot oblika pripro$enj za vojaski uspeh v
blizajo¢i se bitki/vojni bodisi kot nacin priklica izbrane-
ga junaka v tostranstvo kot ¢astnega gosta dolo¢enega

njihovih kadavrov na izbranih 'svetih' lokacijah izven grobi$¢
(Padova: Via S. Eufemia, Altino: loc. Fornace; Fiore, Salerno,
Tagliacozzo 2003; Facciolo, Fiore, Tagliacozzo 2006).

13 Leta 2010 je bilo na najdi¢u Bizjakova hia v Kobaridu
odkrito mesto domnevno ritualnega zakopa najmanj Sestih
konj s konca 4. oziroma z zacetka 3. stol. pr. Kr. (Mlinar,
Gerbec 2011). Arheologi so ob tem izkopali $e posamezne
ostanke nekaterih drugih Zivalskih vrst, delno ohranjeno
¢lovesko kost in $tevilne predmete. Najdbe je prekrival drobir,
vrh katerega je bilo polozeno kamenje - ostanki kamnite
obloge. Pri arheoloskem gradivu gre v ve¢ji meri za ostanke
nose keltskih bojevnikov, dele konjske opreme in orozje. S
tem v zvezi je zanimiva ugotovitev, da med najdbami oroZja ni
sekir, je pa zastopanih osem skoraj v celoti ohranjenih suli¢nih
osti in nekaj njihovih odlomkov (Mlinar, Gerbec 2011, 37-38).

obelezevanja (Ekroth 2002, 254-268). In slednji¢, v
grs$kem svetu je krvni obred lahko pomenil tudi korak v
smeri oc¢i$¢enja nekega prostora vsled (nasilne) smrti ali
pa je bil uprizorjen kot zag¢ita pred delovanjem zlih sil,
kot del sprejetja pomembne osebne/kolektivne zaprisege
oziroma kot priprava na vojaski spopad. Skupna tocka
vseh navedenih razli¢ic je v razlitju krvi Zrtvovane Zivali
v kultno (lahko grobno) jamo, v notranjosti izbranih
objektov, po hodni povrsini na prostem, lahko pa tudi
v reko, jezero ali morje. Po tak$nem obredu naj truplo
zrtvovane zivali ne bi bilo primerno za prehrano, zato je
bilo uni¢eno (sezgano, zakopano) ali preprosto zavrzeno
(Ekroth 2002, 251-254).

Kako torej na podlagi predstavljenih analogij inter-
pretirati samostojne konjske pokope z Mosta na Soc¢i?
Pomembne indice v tem smislu je ponudil vpogled v
njihov odnos do bliznjih ¢loveskih grobov. Za relevantne
so se izkazali tako podatki o prostorski in kronoloski
razprsenosti tovrstnih kontekstov v okolici posameznega
konjskega pokopa kakor tudi ocene o spolu, starosti in
socialnem statusu pokojnikov. Ne glede na vse pa ostajajo
v nadaljevanju predstavljena razmisljanja kve¢jemu zelo
priblizne skice dejansko uprizarjanih obrednih dejavnosti.

Konjski pokop M 2788 obkroza dober ducat po
inventarju ve¢inoma skromnih grobov, izmed katerih z
njim noben ne sestavlja o¢itnega para.'* To velja tudi za
edina dva nekoliko bogatej$a pokopa v skupini (M 2789
in M 2810; Marchesetti 1893a, 124-125), od katerih je
prvimoski in drugi zenski (Boiardi 1984, 100: Fig. 3, 106:
Fig. 7C, 112). Pravzaprav je v sose§¢ini obravnavanega
konjskega pokopa Zenskih grobov skupaj kar sedem,
medtem ko je moski edinole Ze omenjeni grob M 2789.
Dva grobova sta bila opredeljena kot otroska. Razkorak
v zastopanosti obeh spolov je torej ve¢ kot ociten, zato je
tezko verjeti, da bi lahko bil naklju¢en. V kronoloskem
smislu so navedeni ¢loveski grobovi od konjskega veci-
noma nekoliko mlajsi (glej npr. Boiardi 1983, Fig. XIV,
XV). V celoti vzeto se zdijo izpostavljene ugotovitve $e
najbolj skladne z venetsko prakso Zrtvovanja konj zaradi
zelje po ocis¢enju/posvetitvi dela grobis¢nega prostora
pred zacetkom novega ciklusa pokopov. Pri tem bi sko-
raj$nja odsotnost moskih grobov lahko pricala o Zelji po
posebno intenzivni magi¢ni za§¢iti najsibkejsih'® ¢clanov
skupnosti, tj. otrok in (nepremoznih) Zensk (Chierichetti

14 Za lego posameznih grobov v prostoru glej npr.
Boiardi 1984, 100: Fig. 3, 106: Fig. 7C, 112 in Gruskovnjak
20164, 120: sl. 2.1.8.

15 Po alternativni razlagi naj bi pogostnost pojavljanja
amuletov v Zenskih in otroskih grobovih v resnici izrazala Zeljo
po zad(iti preostalih elementov skupnosti pred dusami (to¢no
doloc¢enih?) preminulih Zensk in otrok (Perego 2010a, 82-83).
Vendar v teh primerih kaZe pri¢akovati $e druge kazalnike
odklonilnega odnosa do grobov taksnih oseb, kot npr. izolirana
lokacija na grobi$c¢u (ali celo pokop izven njega), vzpostavitev
apotropejske bariere ali, denimo, neobi¢ajno ravnanje s truplom
pokojnika (glej npr. Riedel, Tecchiati 2001; Perego, 2010a, 82—
84; De Grossi Mazzorin, Minniti 2012, 217-219).
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1999, 173,175, 177; Perego 2010a, 75, 79). Po tej razlagi
bi bilo mogoce konju iz groba M 2788 pripisati tudi vlogo
apotropejskega objekta.

Konjski pokop M 2141 vkljucuje le prednji del
okostja, ki mu je bil pridan bronast okrogel ploscat
obesek (Dular, Tecco Hvala 2018, 130, sl. 82A: 8). V
primerjavi s pokopom M 2788 ga obdaja manj $tevilna,
zato pa nekoliko bolj strnjena skupinica Sestih ¢loveskih
grobov. Tisti izmed njih, ki so grobu s konjskimi ostanki
najbliZje, so bodisi nekoliko starejsi (M 2142, M 2143
in M 2144; Sv. Lucija Ib-Ic; Tecco Hvala, ustno poro-
¢ilo) bodisi kronolosko oZje neopredeljivi (M 2145 in
M 2163). Pri tem je zanimivo, da sta bila dva izmed treh
starej$ih pokopov odkrita pod grobno jamo z ostanki
konjskega okostja (gre za grobova M 2142 in M2143),
medtem ko naj bi bila oba nedatirana grobova otroska
(Marchesetti 1893a, 95-96, 189). Edini konjskemu
pokopu okvirno socasen ¢loveski grob iz obravnavane
skupinice (M 2164) je prostorsko najbolj dislociran, zato
se nanj najbrz neposredno ne navezuje.

Za pravilno razumevanje konjskega pokopa M 2141
se zdi klju¢na prav ugotovitev, da ta ne kaze neposred-
nega funkcionalnega odnosa z najblizjimi ¢loveskimi
grobovi v soses¢ini, saj je od njih mlajsi. Torej ni mogode
govoriti o obrednem zrtvovanju ob $iritvi grobisca na
neki dotlej $e neizkori$¢en prostor, v okviru katerega bi
konjski grob lahko bil izhodi$¢na toc¢ka z morda tudi
apotropejskim pomenom (pridatek bronastega obeska).
Privla¢nejsa se zdi razlaga o obredu z elementi ¢as¢enja
(heroiziranih?) prednikov, pri katerem je pomembno
vlogo utegnila imeti kri zrtvovane Zivali. V grobu M 2141
je bil namre¢ odkrit le prednji del konjskega okostja, kar
pri¢a o tem, da je bilo razkosanje konjskega trupla zelo
verjetno pomemben sestavni del obreda. Skladna s tem
je ugotovitev, da so starejSezeleznodobni pokopi zgolj
prednje polovice konjskega kadavra v tem obdobju znani
$e z nekaterih drugih srednjeevropskih grobis¢ (glej
npr. Kmetova 2013b, 255). Tudi po tej razlagi bi pridan
bronasti obesek $e vseeno lahko sluzil kot vir magi¢ne
za$¢ite, morda namenjene (predvsem?) konju samemu.
Ne nazadnje je bila tak$na praksa v odnosu do posebno
dragocenih Zivali v venetskem prostoru ze veckrat do-
kumentirana (Chierichetti 1999, 170, 178; Perego 2010a,
76; glej tudi npr. Gambacurta, Tirelli 1996, 71-72).

Konjski pokop Sz 592 je nekoliko specificen, saj
je bila delom uzde pridana $e vozlasta bronasta ovrat-
nica. Svojstvena je tudi njegova lega v neposredni
blizini skromnega zenskega groba Sz 591 (datacija: Sv.
Lucija Ic), s katerim sestavljata nekaksen par (Terzan, Lo
Schiavo, Trampuz-Orel 1985, 120). Vozlasta ovratnica
govori v prid tezi, da tako konjski pokop kot omenjeni
zenski grob datirata v stopnjo Sv. Lucija Ic, kar pa ni za-
nesljivo. Pridanim delom uzde je namre¢ analogije najti
v opremi iz konjskega groba M 2141, ki je datiran $ele
v stopnjo Sv. Lucija IIb (Dular, Tecco Hvala 2018, 130;
tab. 6). Ne glede na navedeno dilemo sta sicer najmanj
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dva od grobov v neposredni bliZini konjskega pokopa
Sz 592 kronolosko od njega nekoliko starejsa, vsaj trije
pabodisi so¢asni bodisi nekoliko mlajsi. Inventar grobov
je po pravilu skromen.

Ce sta grobova Sz 591 in Sz 592 so¢asna in dejansko
sestavljata svojevrsten funkcionalni par, je konju najbrz
pripadala vloga zagotavljanja apotropejske zascite v
neposredni blizini (in so¢asno?) pokopani Zenski. Prav
zaradi tega je bila nemara v konjski grob sploh pridana
vozlasta bronasta ovratnica. Da bi bila zenska iz groba
Sz 591 za Casa Zivljenja lastnica Zrtvovane Zivali ali da
bi bila nasploh socialno izstopajo¢ ¢lan skupnosti nam-
re¢ ni verjetno, saj je zbir pridatkov v njenem grobu
preskromen (prim. Depellegrin et al. 2019, 140, 143).
Ce grobova Sz 591 in Sz 592 nista so¢asna, predlagana
interpretacija izgubi precej veljave. Ni sicer mogoce
izklju¢iti moznosti, da je bila magi¢na zas¢ita Zrtvo-
vanega konja v tem primeru namenjena pokojnikom
iz nekaterih drugih bliznjih in prav tako razmeroma
skromnih grobov. Vsaj trije izmed njih so namre¢
mlajsi od stopnje Sv. Lucija Ic, v katero je bil umeséen
zenski pokop Sz 591, s ¢emer bi bili kronolosko blizu
konjskemu pokopu. Se pa v tem primeru nakazujejo tudi
nekatere vzporednice z ze predstavljenim konjskim gro-
bom M 2141, ki so ga prav tako obkrozali posamezni od
njega starejsi cloveski pokopi in ki mu je bil tudi pridan
bronast predmet. Obredno Zrtvovanje in pokop konja iz
groba Sz 591 je torej morda vkljucevalo tako elemente
¢ascenja prednikov, kakor tudi magi¢ne zascite pescice
v blizini pokopanih sodobnikov in/ali naslednikov.

Pomembno je poudariti, da so starostna, spolna
in socialna struktura pokojnikov iz ¢loveskih grobov v
okolici vsakega od treh obravnavanih konjskih poko-
pov z Mosta na So¢i pestre. Ta ugotovitev podkrepljuje
tezo o zrtvenem obredu kot druzbeno vseobsegajoc¢em,
kolektivnem dejanju, ki je vklju¢evalo socialno, funk-
cionalno, spolno in starostno raznovrstne skupine ljudi
v okviru tedanje skupnosti. Ob naslavljanju nekega
partikularnega cilja (npr. razdiritev dela dolocenega
grobisca, pocastitev umrlih prednikov, zascita Zensk
in otrok) so zato taksni obredi pomembno prispevali
h krepitvi druzbenih vezi in notranjega reda, s tem pa
posredno k ohranjanju socialno-politi¢ne stabilnosti
znotraj skupnosti (prim. Gambacurta 2003, 100-101;
Bortolami 2017-2018, 72).

V literaturi se v tem kontekstu pogosto vlecejo
vzporednice z enim najprepoznavnej$ih prazgodo-
vinskih javnih obredov Zrtvovanja konj, tj. vedski
Asvamedha, kakor tudi z drugimi sorodnimi dejanji
indoevropskih ljudstev, vklju¢no z Ze omenjenim rim-
skim praznikom Equus October (glej npr. Zaroff 2005;
Chierichetti 2011; Zaghetti 2017, 93-103, 115-117). Po-
memben, navidezno morda celo primaren cilj $tevilnih
od tovrstnih obredov je bil proslavitev vladarja kot zma-
govitega bojevnika ter s tem povezano ¢a$¢enje izbranih
(vojnih) bozanstev. Vendar pa je bila zaradi enotenja
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figure voditelja (plemenskega poglavarja, kralja ...) z
varuhom dobrobiti vseh slojev prebivalstva, plodnosti
njihovih polj, prosperitete njihovih ¢red in bujnosti
obkrozujoce narave pri uprizarjanju tak$nih obredov
ves ¢as v ospredju tudi skrb za razcvet vseh segmentov
skupnosti in celé zagotavljanje stabilnosti kozmi¢nega
reda (Zaroff 2005, 82-84; Chierichetti 2011). Tako so
bile tudi v zvezi z morda najbolje znano, tj. rimsko raz-
li¢ico obravnavanega obicaja (Equus October) ponujene
razlage o dvojni vlogi ciljnega boZanstva Marsa kot boga
vojne in varuha kmetijstva (Prosdocimi 2003).

Indicev (ali kar dokazov) za lokalno prisotnost sko-
raj vseh osnovnih elementov obreda Zrtvovanja konja,
kot sta ga predpisovala Asvamedha oziroma njegova
rimska razli¢ica Equus October, je v venetski mitologiji
veliko. Vsekakor jih je mogoce najti v figuralni umetnos-
ti (Zaghetto 2017, 104-115), morda pa tudi v nekaterih
arheozooloskih dognanjih. Kot je razvidno iz analize
okostij, so ljudje v okviru javnih (kolektivnih) razli¢ic
tak$nega obredja praviloma posegali po visokoraslih
zdravih mladih odraslih primerkih, kar pri¢a o Zelji
oziroma kar nuji po Zrtvovanju 'najimenitnejsega’ med
razpolozljivimi konji'® (prim. Bortolami 2017-2018,
67, 70, 72, 75; Depellegrin 2019, 143-145). Tudi to pa
je bil pomemben element znanih razli¢ic obravnava-
nega indoevropskega obreda (Zaghetto 2017, 98-99).
Kaksne so bile biometri¢ne lastnosti konj z Mosta na
Sod¢i, iz razpolozljivih virov Zal ni mogoce ugotoviti,
z izjemo omembe, da je bil primerek iz groba M 2788
mlad (Marchesetti 1893a, 123). Nekaj ve¢ podatkov je
na voljo za (brzéas le dva) konja iz repelskih grobov
R 191in R 22, izmed katerih je eden po telesnem ustroju
skladen z visokoraslimi primerki iz so¢asnih grobov v
regiji, drugi pa je manjsi (tab. 3). Obe Zivali sta bili ob
poginu starejsi od Sest let.

Ce o konstituciji, starosti in kondiciji konj z Mosta
na So¢i torej ni mogoce soditi, pa na sorodnost tam upri-
zarjanih Zrtvovanj z orisano izhodi$¢no indoevropsko
razli¢ico tega obreda (tj. Asvamedha) kazejo nekatere
druge okolis¢ine. Kot je prepricljivo pokazal ze Gru-
$kovnjak (2016a, 437-438), se te navezujejo predvsem
na elementa regalnosti in druzbene vseobsegajo¢nosti.
Povezavo z vi§jimi sloji druzbe avtor argumentira s samim
aktom zrtvovanja tako dragocene zivali, kot je bil konj,
kar brez sodelovanja elite ne bi bilo mogoce. Podobno
velja za pridano konjsko opremo. Poleg tega je v konju

16V nasprotju s tem so bila veljakom v grob veckrat
pridana trupla starejsih, tudi senilnih Zivali obeh spolov. Na
nekaterih okostjih so bile dokumentirane posamezne (sub)
patologke tvorbe, ki pri¢ajo o dolgoletnem izkoris¢anju teh
zivali za delo (tj. jeza, vprega; Bokonyi 1968; Teegen 2006;
Depellegrin et al. 2019, 142-143). Ugotovitev nakazuje Zeljo
po pokopu ¢loveka-gospodarja z zvestim spremljevalcem za
Casa Zivljenja, nemara pa prica tudi o poskusu minimiziranja
gospodarskega bremena tak$nih Zrtvovanj (prim. Kmetova
2018, 275-276).

in njegovi opremi prepoznal bojevniski element obreda,
saj je imela ta zival izjemno pomembno vlogo v tedanjem
vojskovanju. Zanimiv detajl v zvezi s tem je Gruskovnjak
(20164, 438) nasel v izbiri rde¢ega kamna za najnizjo
izmed sedmih krovnih plo$¢ groba Sz 592; rdec¢a barva
je v indoevropskih sredinah namre¢ pogosto enacena
ravno z bojevniskim slojem (Dumézil 1987, 31). Povezava
z Zensko sfero je prav tako zelo o¢itna. Kazejo jo pridatki
nakita h konjskima pokopoma M 2141 in Sz 592, skoraj-
$nja odsotnost moskih grobov v okolici groba M 2788,
morda tudi nakazana navezava Zenskega groba Sz 591
na konjski pokop Sz 592. In slednji¢: prevlado skromnih
grobov v okolici vseh treh obravnavanih konjskih poko-
pov je mogoce razumeti kot izraz vkljucenosti socialno
Sibkejsega sloja prebivalstva v celotno simboliko obreda.

Posamezni pridani primerki konjskega zoba ali
kosti so imeli v tedanji druzbi seveda povsem drugacno
vlogo (tab. 6). Oba izolirana zoba, izmed katerih je bil
eden odkrit v skromnem grobu M 28438, drugi pa v bo-
gatem, s kamni obdanem grobu M 2871, sta bila brzcas
pridana kot amuleta ali talismana (Marchesetti 1893a,
127, 129).17 Tu je torej mogoce povledi vzporednico s
sorazmerno $tevilnimi najdbami pridanih zob drobnice
ter enim primerkom jelena in goveda v okviru drugih
pokopov na istem grobis¢u (tab. 4).

Apotropejsko vlogo je utegnil imeti tudi primerek
(zgornje?) ¢eljustnice konja iz groba M 379. Ob odkrit-
ju je najdba lezala na nekaj posameznih apnencastih
blokih, polozenih na krovno plosco iz vol¢anskega
apnenca. Edini odkriti pridatek je bila kacasta fibula, je
pa grob svojstven tudi zaradi razmeroma kompleksne
grobne konstrukcije. Pod Ze omenjeno krovno plos¢o
so izkopavalci naleteli na krozno postavljene vedje
apnencaste kamne (Marchesetti 1893a, 16). Navedena
okolis¢ina obravnavani grob M 379 povezuje s tremi
(vsemi $tirimi?) samostojnimi pokopi konj z osrednjega
dela istega grobis$c¢a pa tudi z obema pokopoma delov
konjskega kadavra v ¢loveskih grobovih R 19in R 22 z
obrobne ledine Repelc.

Konjski ostanki z ledine Repelc

Med grobovi z ledine Repelc so bili konjski ostanki
odkriti v Zganem Zenskem grobu R 19 in v prav tako
zganem grobu R 22, v katerem je bil pokopan mladostnik
oziroma mlada odrasla oseba.'® Zbir najdb iz groba R 19
vkljucuje ve¢ kosti spodnjega dela zadnjega para nog,
verjetno pa konju pripada tudi devet delno ohranjenih
vretenc. Vedji del najdb je lezal v grobnem polnilu ozi-
roma zasutju, nekaj pa jih je bilo odkritih neposredno

17 Po porocilih anti¢nih piscev so (vsaj) Rimljani
konjskim zobem pripisovali tudi zdravilne lastnosti (Cherici
1999, 172).

18 Grob R 19 je datiran v stopnjo Sv. Lucija IIb2 ali Ilc,
grob R 22 pa v stopnjo Sv. Lucija IIc (glej tu Mlinar, sl. 59).
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nad vencem lapornatih krovnih plo$¢ oziroma ob njem.
Pri grobu R 22 je bilo vseh $est konjskih zob z del¢kom
nadlahtnice in koZeljnice ter nekaj brzcas prav tako
konjskih odlomkov lobanje, reber in vretenc najdenih
v zasipu nad krovno lapornato plo$co (tab. I; sl. 3in 5).

Ze iz navedenega je razvidno, da so bile modalitete
obrednega zrtvovanja konja in deponiranja njegovih
ostankov pri obeh grobovih z Repelca druga¢ne kot pri
ze obravnavanih samostojnih pokopih teh Zivali na istem
grobi$¢u oziroma pri malostevilnih lokalnih ¢loveskih
pokopih s pridanimi posami¢nimi kostmi ali zobmi.
Postavlja se torej vprasanje, ali je pri grobovih R 19 in
R 22 bolj utemeljeno razmisljati o pojavu za Posocje
povsem nove obredne prakse ali pa gre le za inovativno
razli¢ico v tem prostoru ze uveljavljenega obrednega
zrtvovanja konj.

Na prvi pogled se zdi verjetnejsa prva moznost.
Vedje stevilo konjskih kosti v ¢loveskem grobu namre¢
moc¢no spominja na klasi¢en obred zrtvovanja te zivali
ob pogrebu druzbeno izstopajocega posameznika. Tak-
$ni pokopi so bili v ¢asu nastanka obeh obravnavanih
grobov z Repelca (4. kulturna stopnja Sv. Lucija IIb2-1Ic
oziroma druga polovica 5. in 4. stol. pr. Kr.) v jugovzhod-
noalpskem prostoru najbolj razsirjeni na Dolenjskem
(Dular 2007; Toskan 2018, 56-59). Tedaj naj bi se tu po
mnenju nekaterih raziskovalcev zacelo izvajati Zrtvova-
nje konja izjemoma tudi v navezavi s pokopi pomembnih
zensk (Gruskovnjak 2016a, 310-312 in tam navedena
literatura), ¢eprav je treba poudariti, da je zaradi veckrat
skope terenske dokumentacije ve¢ kot stoletje starih
izkopavanj in posledi¢no pomanjkljivega poznavanja
sestave mnogih grobnih celot, navezava (domnevnih)
konjskih najdb na posamezne pokope druzbeno izsto-
pajocih zensk vprasljiva (glej npr. Hencken 1978, 25, 57;
Dular 1991, 82; Bozi¢ 2010; Tecco Hvala 2012, 15-31;
Gruskovnjak 2016b, 62-64, 85). O zivahnih stikih med
Dolenjsko in Poso¢jem pric¢ajo predvsem najdbe impor-
tov, kakr$ni so pri grobu R 22 krizni okrasni gumbi za
jermenje (glej tu Mlinar, 46, 103—106), izjemoma pa je
mogoce o izmenjavi ljudi in/ali idej med tema prostoro-
ma sklepati tudi na podlagi pojava nekaterih alohtonih
praks. Morebitni primer slednjega je grob M 2184, v
katerem je bil odkrit del nesezganega okostja odraslega
moskega. Skeletni nac¢in pokopa namre¢ mo¢no spo-
minja na pogrebne obi¢aje z Dolenjskega, medtem ko
so svetolucijska hal$tatska kulturna skupina in kulturne
skupine iz njene neposredne soses¢ine poznale Zgani
pokop (Gabrovec 1999; Perego 2010b). Grob M 2184 je
datiran ravno v ¢as obeh pokopov s konjskimi ostanki
z Repelca, tj. v sklepni del 5. stol. pr. Kr. (stopnja Sv.
Lucija IIb/IIc; Marchesetti 1893a, 191; Dular, Tecco
Hvala 2018, 128-129).

Pri nizanju vzporednic med zbirom konjskih
ostankov iz obeh repelskih grobov in ostanki iz okvir-
no socasnih tovrstnih pokopov z Dolenjskega je treba
vsekakor spomniti na Ze omenjeno prakso pokopa le

nekaterih delov razkosanega konjskega telesa, ki je bila
v okviru tedanjih dolenjskih grobi$¢ dokumentirana
kar nekajkrat (Toskan 2018, 56-57, Tab. 1 in tam na-
vedena literatura). Razlogi v ozadju tak$nega ravnanja
so mnogoteri in marsikdaj tezko opredeljivi. Mednje
sodijo uprizarjanje krvnih obredov, apotropejski pokop
izbranih skeletnih elementov (npr. glava, kosti spodnjih
delov nog) po sistemu pars pro toto, razkosavanje trupel
zaradi potrebe po razdelitvi njihovih delov med razli¢ne
deleznike posameznega obreda (tj. bozanstva, pokojnik,
pogrebci) ali pa, denimo, izpostavljanje delov kadavra ter
izlo¢itev izbranih zob/kosti za uporabo na nekih drugih
lokacijah oziroma ob nekih drugih obrednih prilozno-
stih (za poglobljeno diskusijo navedene problematike
glej: Gruskovnjak 2016a in tam navedena literatura).

Domneva se, da je imel pokop konja skupaj z go-
spodarjem/gospodarico v Zelezni dobi tega dela Evrope
dvojni pomen. Po eni strani je tak$na praksa pricala o
visokem, marsikdaj kar najvi$jem statusu umrlega, po
drugi pa naj bi konj dusi pokojnika olajsal potovanje v
onstranstvo (glej npr. Millo 2013, 364; Kmetova 2013a,
73-74). O slednjem je mogoce soditi na podlagi arheo-
loskih najdb, figuralne umetnosti pa tudi nekaterih
arheozoologkih indicev. Primer bi lahko bila veckrat
dokumentirana praksa deponiranja konjskih kosti izven
same grobnice (tj. v dostopnem hodniku, vzdolz posa-
meznih zidov, nad krovno strukturo, vlo¢enih grobnih
kamrah ipd.), saj naj bi dusa pokojnika na tak nacin
lazje odjezdila v onstranstvo (Lepetz 2013; Kmetova
2013a, 75-76; glej tudi npr. Maggiani 2003). Pri tem
najbrz ni nakljudje, da ti skupki konjskih ostankov po-
gosto vkljucujejo le kosti nog. Kot je pokazala revizija
bogatega izkopanega arheozooloskega gradiva iz oko-
lice Kleinkleina na avstrijskem Stajerskem, so bili cel6
v tamkaj$njih prestiznih knezjih gomilah posamezni
zrtvovani konji zastopani skoraj izklju¢no s sezganimi
kostmi spodnjega dela nog. Te so bile, pomenljivo, de-
ponirane v dostopnem hodniku, in ne v grobnici (Grill,
Wiltschke-Schrotta 2013, 45-52).

Simbolni pomen doloc¢enega skeletnega elementa
naj bi bil tesno povezan s funkcijo, ki jo ta skeletni
element oziroma pripadajo¢i del telesa pri posamezni
zivali ima. Nazoren primer so podo¢niki in kremplji,
ki se v $tevilnih mitologijah kot simbol mo¢i oziroma
lovskih/borilnih spretnosti brz¢as pojavljajo prav zaradi
njihove sorodne vloge v Zivalskem svetu. Podobno naj
bi kosti (predvsem spodnjega dela) nog simbolizirale
(urno) gibanje (Choyke 2010, 210). Primeri mitoloske
izpeljave tak$nega razmisljanja so $tevilni, od krilatih
sandal grékega boga Hermesa, poimenovanja Ahila z
epitetom 'hitronogi', ki je sicer pri Homerju lasten pred-
vsem konjem (!), pa do bogate indoevropske tradicije
razumevanja stopal kot enega simbolov Zivljenjskega
kroga (Gonzalez [ur.] 2015; Platte 2017). Skladno s to
tezo bi lahko skupek konjskih ostankov iz groba R 19,
med katerimi prevladujejo kosti spodnjega dela zadnje-
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ga para nog, razumeli kot poskus olajsanja/pospesitve
prehoda pokojni¢ine duse v onstranstvo. Morda je s
tem povezana tudi lega teh kosti nad vencem krovnih
plos¢ in torej onstran umetno zgrajenih ovir, ki jih te
predstavljajo.

Podobno kot je pridajanje kosti (spodnjega dela)
konjskih nog lahko razumljeno kot simbol gibanja in s
tem povezanega potovanja du$ v onstranstvo, so se lo-
banje oziroma njihovi deli (zobje, ¢eljustnici) v stevilnih
ritualnih kontekstih (tudi) starej$ezeleznodobne starosti
pojavljali kot nadomestek celotne zivali. To ne nazadnje
prepricljivo dokazuje tedaj razsirjena praksa odlaganja
glav in posameznih zob znotraj grobis¢, svetis¢ in dru-
gih kultnih prostorov jugovzhodnoalpskega prostora in
sosednjih pokrajin (Facciolo, Fiore, Tagliacozzo 2006,
57-59; Kmetova, Stegmann-Rajtar 2014; Toskan 2017a,
190-193), pri ¢emer izbor zivalske vrste ni bil omejen le
na konja (Facciolo, Fiore Tagliacozzo 2006; Skvor Jer-
nejci¢, Toskan 2018). Je potemtakem utemeljeno prav tu
iskati nastavke za razlago konjskih najdb iz groba R 22?2

Pravzaprav ne, ¢eprav je Sest odkritih bolj ali manj
ohranjenih konjskih zob zaradi metri¢ne skladnosti
in primerljive stopnje obrabe Zvekalne povr$ine sicer
smiselno pripisati le eni zivali. Drzi tudi, da je bilo v tem
grobu odkritih $e nekaj posameznih odlomkov lobanje
oZje taksonomsko neopredeljenega 'velikega rastlino-
jeda' (tab. 1), ki bi prav tako lahko pripadali (istemu?)
konju.'” Moznost, da je bila v/nad grob R 22 pridana
cela glava ali vsaj njeni ¢eljustnici (prim. Fiore, Salerno,
Tagliacozzo 2003, 121), se zdi precej verjetna. Vendar pa
konju najbrz pripada tudi vseh osem odkritih vretenc
in posamezni odlomki reber (torej kosti prsnega kosa)
ter zagotovo diafiza nadlahtnice in proksimalna epifiza
kozeljnice (sl. 4). Ker zbir najdb ob drobcih lobanje in
zobeh vkljucuje Se kosti prsnega kosa in prednjega para
okon¢in, ostankov glave pa¢ ni mogoce interpretirati kot
pridatek v smislu pars pro toto. Po drugi strani tudi ne gre
za analogijo samostojnemu konjskemu pokopu M 2141,
v katerem je bila odkrita celotna prednja polovica okostja
te Zivali (tab. 6). SveZzi lomi na S$tevilnih taksonomsko
opredeljenih in neopredeljenih kostnih najdbah iz groba
R 22 sicer nedvoumno dokazujejo razmeroma intenziv-
no postdepozicijsko razpadanje gradiva (prim. Lepetz
2013,319), tako da so utegnile biti kosti med odlaganjem
$e razmeroma dobro (in celovito) ohranjene. Njihova
razpr$enost v prostoru nad grobno krovno plosco pa je
vendarle prevelika za domnevo o deponiranju (bolj ali
manj celega) sprednjega dela konjskega trup(l)a, tako da
se zdi verjetnejsi obredni raztros posameznih 'izoliranih'
kosti in (morda) zob.

Tak$no razmiSljanje je umestno tudi v primeru
noznih kosti konja iz groba R 19. Ceprav je med njimi
najti le ostanke ene leve in ene desne noge, so bili edina

19 Odkriti drobec zgornje ¢eljustnice bricas goveda,
vsekakor pa ne konja, sicer dopus¢a tudi moznost drugacne
taksonomske opredelitve omenjenih delov lobanje.

odkrita petnica, ena od sko¢nic in oba odlomka gole-
nic raztreseni po krovnih plos¢ah groba, drugi ostanki
teh istih nog pa skupaj z ostalimi zivalskimi najdbami
pridani v polnilo oziroma zasutje grobne jame.?’ Za
kontekstualizacijo konjskih kosti iz groba R 19 so zato
izjemno pomembna tafonomska opazanja, predvsem
tista v zvezi s poskodbami na obeh golenicah in na
tretji stopalnici (tj. obris loma in gladkost kostnine na
povrsini loma; prim. Outram 2002). Odsotnost proksi-
malnega dela obeh golenic in distalnega dela stopalnice
namre¢ pric¢a o tem, da so bili vsi trije primerki razbiti
pred njihovim zakopom oziroma obrednim raztrosom.
Tafonomski izsledki pri tem dokazujejo, da so lomi
nastali na Ze dodobra izsusenih kosteh. Grobu R 19 so
bile torej ocitno pridane stare konjske kosti, ki so bile
pridobljene ob neki predhodni (zelo verjetno prav tako
obredni) usmrtitvi Zivali.

Skladni s tem so rezultati tafonomske analize
pridanih nartnic. Seriji sklepov na mestu med dis-
talnim delom golenice in proksimalnim delom tretje
stopalnice stabilnost zagotavlja ve¢ ligamentov, mehkih
tkiv pa tu skorajda ni. Omenjene ligamente je treba pri
kosanju tega dela noge seveda na ve¢ mestih pretrgati/
presekati, pri ¢emer na kosteh zlahka nastanejo posa-
mezne poskodbe (urezi, zasekanine; prim. npr. Fiore,
Tagliacozzo 2006, 454-457). Vendar pa na nartnicah iz
groba R 19 taksne poskodbe niso bile odkrite. Ponuja se
torej razlaga, da so bili tamkaj$nji ligamenti v daljSem
obdobju med Zrtvovanjem zivali in pokopom pokojnice
iz groba R 19 prepusceni postopnemu razpadanju (gnit-
ju). Tako kot pri golenicah naj bi $lo torej tudi v tem
primeru za kosti, ki so bile po zZrtvovanju konja skupaj
z vsaj delom pripadajo¢ih mehkih tkiv sprva nekje za
dalj ¢asa hranjene (izpostavljene?) in $ele nato (Ze bolj
ali manj o¢i$¢ene) drugotno uporabljene kot pridatek k
obravnavanemu grobu.

In kaksen bi lahko bil namen tak$ne prakse? Da bi
$lo pri noznih kosteh iz groba R 19 za ostanek pridane
konjske koze, ki bi se je $e vedno drzale nekatere kosti
spodnjih delov (zadnjih) nog, ni verjetno. Tak$na praksa
je sicer v prostoru med vzhodno Evropo in Daljnim
vzhodom dobro znana (glej npr. Pigott 1962; Boyle
1965; Ivantchick 2011), pri ¢emer bi obredno izpostav-
ljanje koze med njenim susenjem lahko razlozZilo tudi
lome na ni¢ ve¢ svezih kosteh. Vendar pa so v tovrstnih
kontekstih praviloma zastopane kosti skrajno spodnjega
dela nog (tj. dlan¢nice, stopalnice, prstnice) in eventu-
alno lobanja, ne pa tudi golenice (glej npr. Pigott 1962,
112, 115; Bartosiewicz 2006, 465-467). Poleg tega bi
ob pridajanju koze skupaj s kostmi okon¢in slednje
pricakovali bodisi izklju¢no nad bodisi le pod vencem
krovnih plo$¢, in ne na obeh straneh, kot je bilo to v
obravnavanem primeru dejansko dokumentirano (sl. 3).

20 Dodaten dokaz za obredni raztros nekaterih pridatkov
ponujajo nad krovnimi plo$¢ami dokumentirani odlomki
namerno razbitih predmetov (glej npr. tu Mlinar, 54-55).
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Po $e drugi razlagi, ki prav tako ne izklju¢uje moz-
nosti neposredne navezave Zrtvovanja konja na pokop
pokojnice, so bile kosti v grob in nad njim pridane
naknadno v okviru specifi¢nih popogrebnih aktivnosti.
Iz Herodotovega opisa pogreba skitskega kralja je razu-
meti, da so lahko tak$na periodi¢no zastavljena opravila
v izjemnih primerih vklju¢evala cel $tevilna vnovi¢na
zrtvovanja in izpostavljanja (delov) tako pridobljenih
kadavrov nad samim grobom, kar je bilo nedavno tudi
arheo(zoo)losko potrjeno (Ivantchik 2011). Po analogiji
so nekaterim druzbeno izstopajo¢im posameznikom
znatno niZjega ranga ob tak$nih priloznostih nemara
pridajali vsaj posamezne kosti Ze prej (ob pogrebu?)
zrtvovanih Zivali. Seveda obstaja $e tretja moznost, po
kateri motiv za Zrtvovanje konja in hrambo (izbranih)
kosti/delov njegovega kadavra s pogrebom obravnavane
pokojnice iz groba R 19 sploh ni neposredno povezan.
Po tej razlagi je do odlo¢itve o drugotni uporabi izbranih
konjskih kosti prav v tem kontekstu prislo $ele ob smrti
tam pokopane zenske. Kakorkoli Ze, v ¢asu hrambe so
bile te kosti morda podvrzene specifiénim obrednim
manipulacijam, usmerjenim v dodatno povecanje njiho-
ve magi¢ne modi. Tak$no dejanje, ki bi lahko bilo zZe del
pogrebnih opravil, bi bilo nemara mogoce prepoznati v
razbitju (tedaj Ze izsusenih) golenic in stopalnice ter v
razdrtju sko¢nega sklepa. Razbijanje kosti — podobno kot
to velja za lon¢enino (Perego 2010a, 79) — ima namre¢
v nekaterih kulturah razmeroma velik simbolni pomen
(glej npr. Birtalan 2003, 40-41, 46-47, 52-55).

Glede na ponujeno interpretacijo konjskih ostan-
kov iz obeh repelskih grobov si je potemtakem treba
postaviti vprasanje, ali sta bila Zenska iz groba R 19 in
predvsem mladostnik/mlajsa odrasla oseba iz groba
R 22 vlokalni skupnosti sploh razumljena kot druzbeno
dovolj izstopajo¢i figuri, da bi jima bilo vredno izkazati
tak$no cast. Argumentov v prid navedeni tezi je kar
nekaj. Eden takih je kamnita konstrukcija obeh grobov,
ki je bila za obmoc¢je Repelca vsekakor izstopajoca, tudi
na osrednjem delu nekropole z ve¢ kot 6000 raziskani-
mi pokopi pa je bilo takih grobov komaj nekaj deset.
Kamnita konstrukcija je bila ugotovljena pri vseh treh
samostojnih pokopih konj, za katere so tovrstni podatki
sploh na voljo, ter pri grobu M 379, nad katerim je bila
odkrita konjska ¢eljustnica (tab. 6).

Pomenljivo je tudi nadpovpreéno bogastvo in-
ventarja obeh obravnavanih grobov, ¢e ne drugace, Ze
zaradi pridatka odlomka ostenja polihromne steklene
posodice (grob R 19) oziroma konjske opreme (grob
R 22; glej tu Mlinar, t. 22C-23A, 23C-24A). Pri slednji
gre torej za $e eno vzporednico s samostojnimi pokopi
konj z osrednjega dela istega grobi$ca. Inventar groba
R 19 je vkljuceval $e pet odlomkov fibul, bronast ko-
Saricast obesek, tri odlomke jantarne jagode in kar 18
bolj ali manj ohranjenih in pogosto prezganih steklenih
jagod ter ne nazadnje tudi stalni ¢loveski ko¢nik brez
sledi izpostavljenosti ognju. Zbir pridatkov groba R 22

je skromnejsi, vsekakor pa je treba omeniti neprezgano
stekleno jagodo, ki je bila po oceni izkopavalcev na vrh
grobne jame odloZena $ele po pogrebnem ritualu (glej
tu Mlinar, t. 23C: 11). V tem smislu jo je torej mogoce
neposredno primerjati s pridanimi konjskimi ostanki iz
obeh grobov ter tudi s konjsko ¢eljustnico, odkrito nad
grobom M 379 (tab. 6).

Analogije za pridajanje razli¢nih kategorij najdb
nad sam grob (npr. na krovno plosco, pod/v/nad
gomilo) ali za njihov raztros po hodni povrsini izven
groba se pojavljajo Ze na istem grobi$c¢u (glej tu Mlinar,
55, 107), znane pa so tudi pri Venetih in v sosednjih
starej$ezeleznodobnih kulturnih skupinah jugovzho-
dnoalpskega prostora (Perego 2010a, 79; Gabrovec 1960;
Gruskovnjak, Omahen, Toskan 2018; Cresnar et al. 2019,
97). Na grobi$¢u Pristava pri Bledu so bili, denimo, zi-
valski ostanki in marsikdaj tudi druge najdbe praviloma
odkriti izklju¢no pod, med in/ali nad kamnito grobljo,
ki je prekrivala posamezne grobove, nikoli pa v grobo-
vih samih (Gabrovec 1960, 45). Njihova lega na 'meji’
grobne jame oziroma na njenem 'vhodu' verjetno prica
o zelji po za¥liti pokojnikov.2! Tezo o apotropejskem
ozadju takih pridajanj $e podkrepljuje odkritje nekaj
posameznih skupkov kosti spodnjega dela (predvsem
zadnjih) nog, med katerimi prevladujejo s simboliko
tradicionalno preZete nartnice.??

Odlo¢itev pogrebcev o pridatku odlomka jantarne
jagode, bronastega ko$aricastega obeska in predvsem
$tevilnih prezganih steklenih jagod v grob R 19 ter sicer
zgolj ene rumene steklene jagode z modro valovnico v
grob R 22, ki pa ni bila prezgana in je bila na vrh grob-
ne jame poloZena $ele po pogrebnem ritualu, bi lahko
kazala na Zeljo po zagotovitvi magi¢ne zas¢ite (prim.
Perego 2010a, 72-73, 79). Steklene (pa tudi jantarne)
jagode so bile namre¢ zelo pogosto uporabljene kot
amuleti, sploh v Zenskih in otroskih grobovih (Perego
2010a, 71, 75). Podobna interpretacija se navaja za izo-
lirane zobe/kosti ¢loveka in nekaterih 'magi¢nih’ Zivali
(npr. izbrani primerki psov, volkov, srnjadi, jelenjadi,
kokosi, mehkuzcev, tudi seveda konj; npr. Cherici 1999;
Perego 2010a; Gruskovnjak 2016a; Skvor Jernejéi¢, To-
$kan 2018, 257-258). Bogat zenski pokop v t. i. grobu
s konjem iz gomile I1/1880 z Laz nad Vinjim vrhom na
Dolenjskem je tako med drugim vseboval pomenljivo
kombinacijo na poseben nacin oblikovanih jantarnih
jagod, kosti (skelet?) konja in spodnjo ¢eljustnico volka

2l Naceloma je mozna tudi obratna razlaga, po kateri bi
taksne najdbe preprecevale vrnitev duse umrlega v svet Zivih.
Vendar pa bi moralo biti v tem primeru grobov s pridatki
v krovni groblji na celotnem grobi$¢u najbrz znatno manj
(prim. Perego 2010a, 73, 83).

22 Nad kamnito grobljo groba 720 so izkopavalci nasli
nartnice najmanj 19 razli¢nih telet, ob tem pa $e nekaj drugih
noznih kosti iste Zivalske vrste, nekaj deset kosti spodnjega
dela nog drobnice, prasi¢a in jelena ter izoliran zob ovce
(Gabrovec 1960, 24; lastni neobjavljeni podatki).
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(Dular 2007, 739: &t. 42; Skvor Jernejci¢, Toskan 2018,
252, Tab. 1). V tem kontekstu je treba v zvezi z grobom
R 19 seveda znova omeniti tudi oba ko¢nika drobnice
(tab. 1), ki sta zelo verjetno prav tako sluzila kot amuleta.
Tako izrazita koncentracija pridatkov z apotropejskim?3
ozadjem, kot je bila dokumentirana pri tem repel$kem
grobu, zasluzi lo¢en komentar o vlogi (nekaterih) zensk
v tedanji druzbi, predvsem v odnosu do konj.

Indice v tem smislu ponuja Zenski grob Sz 1229,
v katerem sta bila med drugim odkrita polmesecasta
fibula in klju¢ (Terzan, Lo Schiavo, Trampuz-Orel 1985,
215-216). Zaradi tak$ne kombinacije je namre¢ mogoce
sklepati, da je tej pokojnici (vsaj) za ¢asa Zivljenja pripa-
dala zelo pomembna druzbena vloga t. i. nosilke kljucev.
Te so bile v venetskem prostoru enotene z gospodarico
zivali oziroma lokalno boginjo Reitio, ki je bila boginja
zena, rojevanja in zdravilstva, zaradi njene domnevne
vzporeditve s Hekato pa kot klju¢arka 'nebesnih vrat'
tudi boginja smrti (Terzan 1990, 72). V tem smislu je
kot eden njenih atributov prepoznan prav konj (glej npr.
Gambari, Tecchiati 2004, 234).

Argument v prid tak$ni interpretaciji bi lahko
ponujalo odkritje nekaj sezganih konjskih zob v grobu
7 z grobi$¢a notranjske hal$tatske kulturne skupine
Zidanca pri Podnanosu. Gre namre¢ za zenski grob
(datacija: sredina oziroma druga polovica 9. stol.),
v katerem je bila med drugim odkrita polmesecasta
fibula (Toskan 2017a, 193; Bratina 2014, 557-561). Bi
lahko imela odlo¢itev po vstavitvi v grob prav teh pri-
datkov svojevrstno 'mitolosko’ ozadje, v smislu, da gre
za pokop (zrtvovane?) svecenice (prim. Terzan 1990,
73)? Ne nazadnje so bili posamezni zenski grobovi z
dolenjskih Zeleznodobnih grobis¢, v katerih so bile
izolirane konjske kosti odkrite skupaj z nekaterimi dru-
gimi specifi¢cnimi najdbami (npr. z izbranimi kostmi
srne?* ali kultno posodo - ritonom z ovnovo glavo),
prav tako Ze razlagani kot morebitni grobovi svecenic
(npr. Gruskovnjak 2016a, 312, 440 in tam navedena
literatura). Seveda so lahko bili razlogi za pridatek
konjskih ostankov in polmesecaste fibule v omenjeni
grob 7 z Zidance pri Podnanosu tudi povsem posvetne
narave, kot denimo smrt ob porodu (prim. Terzan
1990, 73). V vsakem primeru pa so morali pridatki
izrazati pomembno okoli§¢ino v Zivljenju (ali smrti)
pokopane Zenske. Enako nedvomno velja za pokoj-
nico iz groba R 19, prav tako pa tudi za mladostnika

23 Mednje seveda brzcas sodijo tudi pridane stare (!)
konjske kosti.

24 Skupno pojavljanje kosti konja in srne ter tudi pri-
sotnost zgolj srninih ostankov v izklju¢no zenskih grobovih
na Dolenjskem bi utegnilo biti povezano s srno/kosuto kot
enim izmed atributov Artemide, med drugim razumljene
kot svetla stran Ze omenjene Hekate/Reitie (Terzan 1990,
72). Najverjetneje so bili nekateri obredi, miti ali simboli
s pomembno vlogo srnjadi (in lahko tudi konj) povezani
predvsem z Zenskami in/ali boginjami, ki jih ¢astijo ve¢inoma
zenske (Gruskovnjak 2016a, 440).
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oziroma mladega odraslega moskega iz groba R 22.
Koncentracija in narava pridatkov z apotropejskim
ozadjem in torej domnevna Zelja po magi¢ni zad¢iti je
bila v obeh navedenih pokopih za drugaé¢no razlago
najbrz preved izrazita.

Seveda se je pri tem treba vprasati, kdo je tako
mocno za$cito potreboval. Sta bila to pokojnika, ki bi
ju lahko ogrozale razli¢ne zle sile, ali skupnost, ki se je
bala nevarnosti vracanja dus obeh preminulih? Zgolj
zaradi prisotnosti ostankov dragocenega konja namre¢
druge moznosti $e ni mogoce v celoti zanikati (prim.
Perego 2010a, 73). Odgovor bi se lahko skrival v vzorcu
razprsenosti starejSezeleznodobnih grobov v okolici
obeh obravnavanih pokopov (prim. Perego 2010a,
83-84). Zal je znaten delez grobov na tem obmodju
kronolosko neopredeljen, kar nekaj (N = 7) pa jih je
datiranih $ele v stopnjo Sv. Lucija IV ali cel6 v rimski ¢as
(sL. 8). Ceprav sta utegnili biti obe kamniti konstrukciji
vidni tudi Se takrat, o ¢emer prica ve¢ poznolatenskih
in rimskodobnih grobov, vkopanih tik ob grobu R 22 ali
celo znotraj njega, se je druzbeni spomin o liku Zenske
in mladostnika/mlade odrasle osebe iz grobov R 19 in
R 22 dotlej vendarle brz¢as ze izgubil.

Izmed skupaj le petih ¢asovno ozje opredeljivih
starej$ezeleznodobnih pokopov in jam s pridatki, a brez
dokumentiranih ¢loveskih ostankov (glej tu Mlinar,
pril. 2), sta bila na obmod¢ju groba R 22 odkrita dva,
medtem ko so bili trije vkopani pribl. 10 m vzhodneje.
Tam so skupaj s e osmimi drugimi Zeleznodobnimi
in rimskodobnimi grobovi oblikovali skupinico, ki je
bila jasno lo¢ena od pokopov iz okolice grobov R 19
in R 22. Vsi trije ¢asovno oZje opredeljivi pokopi iz
vzhodne skupinice grobov so bodisi so¢asni bodisi ne-
koliko mlajsi od groba R 22, pri ¢emer gre kar dvakrat
za pokop od enega do Sest let starega otroka (R 10 in
R 16; glej tu Leben-Seljak, tab. 2). V tretjem primeru
starosti in spola pokojnika ni bilo mogoce oceniti, saj
se v delno uni¢eni jami ¢loveski ostanki niso ohranili;
pridan grobni inventar je razmeroma skromen (odlo-
mek fibule in ustja lon¢ka).

V zahodni skupinici pokopov je bil grob R 23
(datacija: stopnja Sv. Lucija IIc) umes$cen tik ob okvirno
socasen grob s konjskimi kostmi R 22, jama brez doku-
mentiranih ¢loveskih ostankov R 22A (datacija: stopnja
Sv. Lucija II¢/III) pa je bila vkopana kar v vrhnje plasti
navedenega groba (sl. 8). Pridatki so bili v obeh primerih
skromni, je pa zanimivo, da je utegnil biti v grobu R 23
(ob odrasli osebi?) pokopan $e en, Ze tretji otrok (glej
tu Mlinar, 46). Ker sta se pokopa R 22A in R 23 na grob
R 22 dobesedno naslanjala, pridajanja konjskih kosti in
steklene jagode brz¢as ni motivirala Zelja po magi¢nem
zapeclatenju groba R 22. Verjetneje je, da je bila zas¢ita
namenjena prav dusi tam pokopanega pokojnika. Celo
ve¢; e je bil v grobu R 23 res pokopan otrok, bi odlo¢itev
o njegovi umestitvi tako zelo blizu impozantnemu grobu
R 22 lahko pricala o Zelji po dodatni za$¢iti duse tega
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[ ] Sv.Lucija llb1
[ ] Sv. Lucija llb2
[ ] Sv. Lucijallb2 ali / or lic
[ ] Sv.Lucijallc
] Sv.Lucijallcali/orll
[ Sv. Lucija lll ali / or IV
I Sv. Lucija IV
I rimska doba / Roman period
I zgodniji srednji vek / Early Middle Age
[ ] neopredeljeno / undetermined
otrok (1-6 let) / child (1-6 years)
[T] mladostnik ali mlaj$i odrasli / adolescent individual or adult
[ otrok in/ali odrasel / child and/or adult

SI. 8: Most na Soci - Repelc. Tloris zahodnega obmo¢ja iz izkopavanj leta 2000 z oznac¢enimi grobovi in njihovo starostjo. Posebej
so izpostavljeni grobovi otrok in mladostnikov. Vir: glej tu Mlinar, 39-52, 91-93.

Fig. 8: Most na So¢i — Repelc. Plan of the west excavation area (investigated in 2000) with marked graves, their dating and sex of
the deceased. Graves of childern and adolescent individuals are specially marked. Source: see here Mlinar, pp.140-141.

otroka.?” Pravzaprav je utegnil biti iz istega razloga grob
R 22 vkopan v relativni blizini groba R 19. Na podlagi ze
podanih argumentov je namre¢ izjemno koncentracijo
magi¢nih pridatkov v grobu R 19 smiselno razumeti
kot kazalnik posebnega statusa tam pokopane zZenske.
Ker gre za grob, ki od drugih ni izoliran, je moral biti
ta status najbrz pozitiven.

Povezava obrednega pridajanja konjskih kosti v
grobova R 19 in R 22 z Zeljo po magi¢ni zas¢iti obeh
tam pokopanih oseb ter tudi pokojnikov iz grobov v
njuni neposredni bliZini interpretativni diskurz ze zelo
pribliza tistemu pri samostojnih pokopih konj z iste
nekropole. Ti so bili namre¢ postavljeni v okvir obrednih
praks ocis¢evanja/posvetitve dolo¢enih delov grobi$¢a in

%5 Pri otrocih iz ze omenjenih grobov R 10 in R 16 v
vzhodni skupinici pokopov so podobno zas¢ito nemara skusali
doseci s pridatkom enajstih oziroma petih odlomkov steklenih
jagod (glej tu Mlinar, t. 19A: 8-11, 21B: 2-6).
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¢ascenja prednikov. Kolektivni znadaj Zrtvovanja konja
in/ali zakopa oziroma raztrosa njegovih kosti je v pri-
meru obeh repelskih grobov sicer na prvi pogled manj
izrazen, vendar bi ta obcutek lahko bil zmoten. Sploh
pri grobu R 19 je bilo namre¢ ugotovljeno, da so bile
konjske kosti pri (po?) pogrebu uporabljene drugotno in
daje lahko bil obred (vendarle kolektivnega?) Zzrtvovanja
konja neodvisen od smrti pokojnice. Tudi ¢e to ne drzi,
pa ostaja aktualna moznost, da je bil zaradi posebnega
statusa Zenske iz groba R 19 (tudi pokojnika iz groba
R 22?) njen pogreb sam po sebi kolektivni dogodek, ki
je zajel vse segmente tedanje skupnosti. V tem smislu bi
torej pri obeh repelskih pokopih vendarle lahko $lo za
zgolj posodobljeno razli¢ico pomembnih (in zato najbrz
razmeroma redko uprizorjenih) tovrstnih obredov, kot
so bili predstavljeni v zvezi s samostojnimi pokopi konj
iz grobov M 2141, M 2788 in Sz 592.
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SKLEP

Sodobne etnoloske raziskave vedno znova doka-
zujejo, da je raznolikost obredne krajine posameznih
skupnosti zelo izrazita (glej npr. Birtalan 2003). V
preteklosti ni bilo prav ni¢ drugade, kar seveda velja
tudi za nac¢ine manifestiranja kultne vloge Zivali (glej
npr. Asvamedha; Boyle 1965; Ekroth 2002; Perego
2010a; Kmetova 2013a, 78). Predvsem zaradi tega je
vsak poskus interpretacije zivalskih ostankov iz grobov,
kultnih mest, sveti$¢ ipd. nehvalezno pocetje, ki lahko
ponudi kve¢jemu zelo posplosene priblizke dejanskih
obrednih praks in njihovega ozadja. Se tako privlaéne
razlage, ki jih (navidezno) podpira cel niz analogij z
ve¢ razli¢nih podrocij raziskovanja, se namre¢ lahko
kaj kmalu zamajejo. V tem poglavju je bila, denimo,
za najdbo leve polovice glave ovéje samice v latvici v
tolminskem grobu 269 predlagana razlaga v smislu
posmrtne popotnice. Argumentacija, ki je upostevala
tako (sodobni) kulinari¢ni potencial ov¢je glave (prim.
Bartosiewicz 2002, 133-134) kakor tudi analogije drugih
domnevnih primerkov posmrtnih popotnic v posodju
in izven njega v $irsi regiji (npr. Fiore, Tagliacozzo
2006; Kmetova, 2017a; 2017b), se je zdela prepricljiva.
In brzcas se je vecina v latvicah odkritih levih polovic
ov¢jih glav v posameznih grobovih tedanjega ¢asa znasla
prav v vlogi posmrtne popotnice. Vendar pa je iz virov
razumeti, da so lahko imele polovice lobanj v nekaterih
prazgodovinskih kulturah tudi razmeroma pomembno
ritualno vlogo (Hoffmann 1989, 145; Ekroth 2011,
34-35) ter da je utegnilo izbiro med levo in desno stranjo
zivalskega kadavra dolocati simbolno razlikovanje med
naslavljanjem htonskih in nebeskih entitet (MacKinnon
2010, 258). Cisto vsake v grob pridane leve polovice
ov¢je glave v latvici torej le ni mogoce povsem a priori
opredeliti kot posmrtno popotnico.

V tem duhu je treba razumeti tudi ponujeno tezo
o pomenu konjskih ostankov iz grobov R 19 in R 22.
Po tehtanju kopice argumentov je bila predlagana skica
hipoteti¢ne razli¢ice zrtvovanja in poznej$ega ravnanja
s kostnimi ostanki teh zivali, ki pravih analogij v regiji
pravzaprav nima (prim. Dular 2007; Gruskovnjak 2016a;
Bortolami 2017-2018). Posamezne domnevne elemente
obreda je v literaturi sicer mogoce najti, doslej pa ti $e ni-
so bili nanizani v enakem sosledju, kot je bilo predlagano
na tem mestu. Ceprav mora biti bralec pri sprejemanju
ponujene razlage zelo previden, pa njeno vnaprej$nje
zanikanje ni smiselno. Znano je namre¢, da je bil Most na
So¢i (sploh) v ¢asu obeh pokopov tesno vpet v trgovske
potizbliznjimi in bolj oddaljenimi regijami ter da so bili
pri tem predmet Zivahnega, prestiznega in donosnega
trgovanja tudi konji (Gambacurta 2003, 98; Kmetova
2013a; 2013b). Seveda so se skupaj z blagom po teh
poteh izmenjevali ljudje in ideje, kar se mo¢no zrcali v
materialni kulturi. Pravzaprav so bile posamezne sti¢ne
tocke prepoznane tudi pri vzorcih obrednega Zrtvovanja
in pokopavanja konj (Kmetova 2018). Vendar pa kljub
tesnim stikom do popolne kulturne, gospodarske, po-
liti¢ne (...) asimilacije starej$ezeleznodobnih pososkih
skupnosti h kateri od moc¢nejsih kultur v sose$¢ini v
tedanjem casu ni prislo, saj so bili v okviru Mosta na
So¢i prepoznani indici o razvoju in obstoju $tevilnih
lokalnih razli¢ic posameznih globalnih praks (Dular,
Tecco Hvala 2018, 132). V tem kontekstu bi bilo brzcas
treba iskati manevrski prostor za umestitev predlagane
razlage poteka in pomena pridajanja konjskih ostankov
v grobova R 19 in R 22. Navsezadnje utegne teZavo s
pomanjkanjem analogij kaj kmalu omiliti novo od-
kritje z bliznjega grobis¢a V Logu pri Kobaridu, kjer
je preliminarni vpogled v skupek Zzivalskih ostankov
iznad kamnite ploce enega od grobov?® pokazal na
$e eno akumulacijo konjskih kosti glave in nog (lastni
neobjavljeni podatek) ...

26 Grob je preliminarno datiran v stopnjo Sv. Lucija ITa.
Arheozooloska analiza je del celovite revizije izkopavanj
navedenega grobisc¢a iz leta 1979, ki jo vodi Ana Kruh iz
Goriskega muzeja. Za dostop do zivalskih ostankov in za
preliminarno ¢asovno opredelitev navedenega groba se ji na
tem mestu lepo zahvaljujem.
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ARCHAEOZOOLOGICAL EVIDENCE FROM THE IRON AGE CEMETERY
AT MOST NA SOCI: THE PUCARJEV ROB AND REPELC SITES

Translation

INTRODUCTION

The large-scale archaeological investigations of
the Iron Age and Roman period habitation remains at
Most na Soci (Fig. 1), conducted between 1971 and 1984
(Svoljsak, Dular 2016; Tecco Hvala, Dular [eds.] 2018),
have established the site as the most extensively excavated
archaeological site from the 1% millennium BC in the
south-eastern Alpine area. The same significance can
be ascribed to the site in terms of its archaeozoological
remains, as systematic collection during these excava-
tions yielded more than 11,700 animal teeth, bones and
their fragments (Bartosiewicz 1985; Toskan, Bartosiewicz
2018). Having said that, the first major reports on animal
remains from Most na Soci bear a much earlier date,
already written towards the end of the 19 century and
included the outstanding find of four independent burials
ofhorses in the central part of the vast cemetery associated
with the settlement (Marchesetti 1893a, 189, 217-218,
270). Almost 7000 prehistoric and Roman-period burials
were investigated here that yielded relatively little animal
remains, reportedly only in 61 graves.

These remains have as yet not been comprehen-
sively analysed. An attempt to this end has recently
been made (Gruskovnjak 2016a), but the author could
only rely on the relatively brief reports of the excava-
tors without having the access to the faunal remains
themselves to consider the archaeological context, the
taxonomic-anatomical identification and the specific
taphonomic features (see e.g. Gruskovnjak 2016a, 117,
122,125,129, 134). This leaves numerous questions with
regards to the role of animals in the burial rituals of the
time unanswered (see e.g. Gruskovnjak 2016a, 138-139).
It is, first and foremost, not possible to reliably assess
the quality of collecting the archaeozoological finds
during fieldwork, on the one hand, and the degree of
fragmentation, possible traces of human activities, the
age at death, the size of the animals and so forth, on the
other. In contrast, the finds recovered from the Pucarjev
rob and Repelc sites (Fig. I: 3, 4) located at the edge and
on the lowest terrace of this vast cemetery offer an insight
into these very topics. They came to light during the

archaeological excavations taking place between 2000
and 2013 (see here Mlinar), when a total of 88 burials
were investigated. At Pucarjev rob, burial is believed to
have begun in the late 7 or early 6 century BC, and
lasted at least until the mid-4" century BC (see here
Mlinar, Fig. 18, 19). The earliest graves at Repelc date to
the 5™ century BC, while the latest presumed burial is
attributable to the Early Middle Ages (see here Mlinar,
Fig. 59; App. 2). The bulk of the burials from the main
part of the cemetery excavated in the late 19% century
and early 20" century (Fig. I: 2) dates between the 8%
and the 4™ century BC.

DESCRIPTION
OF FAUNAL ASSEMBLAGES

PUCARJEV ROB

At least three animal specimens came to light at
this site. They were collected from two of the few rich
cremations (Graves PR 1 and PR 2), more precisely from
the ceramic pithoi serving as urns. Grave PR1 yielded
two charred, partially preserved vertebral processes of
a taxonomically non-identified ‘small herbivore, most
likely a sheep or a goat, while Grave PR 2 contained an
isolated sheep/goat molar. In addition to these, several
bits of burnt animal bones might also have been mixed
among the cremated human remains in Graves PR 12
and PR 20 (see here Leben-Seljak, Tab. 1).

REPELC

The (Early) Iron Age assemblage from Repelc com-
prises nearly a thousand bones, teeth or their fragments.
Only 87 of them have been positively taxonomically iden-
tified, roughly a third of which were found in graves, one
quarter is presumed to have been associated with other
structures, the rest were scattered among the Iron Age
and Roman period finds in Layer SU 3. All taxonomically
identified specimens belong to mammals (7ab. I and 2).
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Graves

Presented here are the positively identified animal
remains. In addition to these, other bits of animal bones
may be among the human remains in Graves R 12A, R
17, R 40, R 48 and R 49 (see here Leben-Seljak, Tab. 2).

Grave R 19

It is one of two graves at Repelc that stand outin a
larger-than-average pit (more than 1.5 m in diameter),
grave construction of a square plan, grave cover consist-
ing of a number of marl slabs and in the content includ-
ing unburnt horse remains (see here Mlinar, Fig. 37,
P1. 22C-23A). The analyses of grave goods and human
remains have revealed the burial of an adult woman,
aged up to 40 years (see here Leben-Seljak, Tab. 1, 3).

The grave yielded as many as 182 pieces of animal
remains. Only 15 of them could be positively taxo-
nomically and anatomically identified, consisting of two
sheep/goat molars and several horse bones (Tab. I1).
Further ten have been ascribed to one of the ad hoc
non-taxonomic groups, i.e. ‘small herbivores’ (e.g. sheep,
goat, roe deer) and ‘large herbivores’ (e.g. cattle, horse).
The latter assemblage is larger and includes partially
preserved bodies of one cervical, six thoracic, one lum-
bar and one anatomically non-identified vertebrae. It
is possible that all belonged to a single animal, either a
horse (which is more likely; cf. Brown, Gustafson 1979)
or cattle. The group of ‘small herbivores’ consists of a
single rib fragment, which was unearthed in the vicinity
of the two caprine molars, and most likely belongs to
either a sheep or a goat as well. The 157 non-identified
fragments, the size of which is largely below 2 cm, mainly
belong to ‘large herbivores. Many of the fractures on
these bones are fresh, created during or after the ar-
chaeological excavations.

The assemblage of identified horse remains in-
cludes the distal parts of a left and a right tibia, a slightly
damaged left and a complete right astragalus, a right
calcaneus, a left and a right navicular and ectocuneiform
bones, a right cuboid bone and the proximal part of a left
and aright second, as well as a left third metatarsal bone.
The morphological and metric (Tab. 3) characteristics
of these specimens point to the same horse/mare. The
tibiae were broken in a similar spot (Fig. 2a), but not
while still fresh as the fracture outline is not spiral and
the bone surface at the fracture not smooth (Fig. 2b; cf.
Outram 2002). The same goes for the only recovered
third metatarsal bone (Fig. 2d).

The two caprine molars, the rib fragment of a
‘small herbivore’ and the vertebrae of a ‘large herbivore’
(horse?) came to light in the fill of the grave pit, as did
a large part of the horse remains. The remaining horse
bones, consisting of both tibia fragments, the calcaneus
and the left of both astragali, were deposited/strewn
across and next to the marl cover slabs (Fig. 3).

Grave R 22

This is the second cremation with unburnt horse
remains at Repelc that — similarly as the first one Grave
R 19 - stands out in a larger-than-average pit and a more
complex grave construction. The bottom of the grave
pit held the remains of a presumably young individual,
possibly an older child or an adolescent (see here Mlinar,
Fig. 36, PL. 23C-24A and Leben-Seljak, Tab. 1, 3). The pit
also yielded relatively numerous animal finds (N =477),
predominantly consisting of up to 1 cm (N = 152) or
between 1 and 3 cm (N = 53) large, taxonomically non-
identified bone specimens. The fresh fractures on many
of the pieces indicate significant fragmentation during
and/or after the archaeological excavations.

Two right upper, one left lower and one right lower
cheek-tooth, two pieces of possibly the same right lower
cheek-tooth, a partially preserved diaphysis of a right
humerus and a fragment of the proximal end of a left
or right radius are undoubtedly horse remains, possibly
from a single animal. The relatively small size of the teeth
(Fig. 4a-d) suggests that the horse from Grave R 22 was
smaller from the one in Grave R 19. In this regard, it is
consistent with the contemporary small ‘work” horses
known in the south-eastern Alpine area mainly from
habitation contexts (cf. Bokonyi 1994, 200).

Other possible horse remains (cf. Brown, Gustafson
1979) from Grave R 22 comprise partially preserved
bodies of five thoracic and three anatomically non-
identified vertebrae, as well as 15 rib fragments. These
specimens are too robust for pigs, caprines or other small
animals (roe deer, dog and so forth), leaving cattle (and
possibly red deer) as the only alternative. The faunal as-
semblage from Grave R 22 includes no reliably identified
cattle remains, though it is possible that a small fragment
of the upper jaw without preserved teeth belonged to this
species; the specimen could also be ascribed to a (wild?)
pig or red deer, but certainly not horse.

All animal remains from Grave R 22 either reliably
or potentially identified as horse bones were recovered
from the fill above the marl cover slabs (Fig. 5). Ex-
cavation data even show that some bones lay directly
on the slabs, while others were further up and some
already noticeable in the patch of the grave pit before
the removal of the fill even began. The fill also revealed
several bronze cross-shaped strap distributors as the
remains of horse gear (see here Mlinar, Pl. 23C: 1-9).
Small bone fragments of taxonomically non-identified
mammals were mixed with the ashes on the bottom of
the grave pit.

Other graves

In addition to Graves R 19 and R 22, five other
burials at Repelc yielded animal remains. Of a total of
14 specimens, eight could be taxonomically identified;
they were all ascribed to either sheep or goat (Tab. I).
The list includes six fragments of a possibly single molar
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(Grave R 38), a partially preserved tibia (Grave R 41)
and a small fragment of an unfused distal epiphysis of a
metapodial (Grave R 511). Taxonomically and anatomi-
cally non-identified specimens were found in Graves
R37,R38,R45and R 51; those from Graves R 37 and R
51 are burnt. Animal remains were scattered in the ashes
at the bottom of individual pits, where they were mixed
with cremated human remains and possibly grave goods.

Cremation pit (SU 101, 102; Grid Square 1)

The roughly 30 cm thick black fill of the crema-
tion pit, measuring some 4.5 m in maximum diameter,
consisted of wood charcoal mixed with burnt stones,
fragments of artefacts, bits of cremated human bones
(see here Mlinar, Fig. 40, 42, App. 1/2) and 37 animal
specimens. The faunal remains comprise a left upper
molar and right incisor of cattle, the diaphysis of a right
humerus and an astragalus fragment of domestic pig, a
diaphysis fragment of a horse metapodial and six caprine
specimens: single right upper, left lower and right lower
molars, as well as single diaphysis fragments of the right
radius, left tibia and right tibia. The smallest breadth of
diaphysis of the pig humerus is 18.5 mm, the smallest
breadth of diaphysis of one of the two sheep/goat tibiae
is 14.0 mm. In addition to these, the discussed animal
assemblage includes 22 taxonomically non-identified
fragments, all of mammals. None of the examined
specimens show traces of fire.

Round stone structure (SU 88; Grid Square 4)

Found among the obliquely laid marl slabs of this
structure (see here Mlinar, Fig. 45, 46, App. 1/2), were
two left upper and two left lower caprine molars, as well
as 16 bone fragments of taxonomically non-identified
mammals. Most specimens measure up to one centi-
metre, all are burnt and their colour ranges from black
to white.

Drystone wall (SU 87; Grid Squares 4 and 5)

Unearthed among the large slabs of the drystone
wall, attributable to the initial phase of the cemetery at
Repelc (see here Mlinar, Pl. 120-121), were part of a
skull and a right third lower molar of cattle, two rib frag-
ments of a large herbivore (possibly also cattle) and two
fragments of a taxonomically non-identified mammal.

Other contexts

The 2000 excavation area at Repelc yielded three
taxonomically identified and 80 non-identified speci-
mens outside the grave pits (Tab. I). Some were charred
or calcined and the smallest bone bits in particular can

! Grave R 51 is the only burial with faunal remains not
dating to the Early Iron Age; it has been attributed to the Late
La Tene period (Sv. Lucija IV; see here Mlinar, Fig. 59).
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also include human remains. The taxonomically identi-
fied specimens - a zygomatic bone and two molars of
cattle — were found in Grid Square 8 under a large stone
and may represent the remains of a single skull.

Considerably greater is the assemblage of animal
remains from the 2002 excavation area. In addition to
79 pieces from graves and other structures, presented
above, there were 162 fragments of bones and teeth
scattered throughout Layer SU 3 with Iron Age and
Roman period artefacts (Tab. 2). Most of the animal
remains belonged to caprines (N = 23), followed by
cattle (N = 6), domestic pig (N = 3) and horse (N = 1).
The taxonomically non-identified specimens (N = 34)
mainly comprise teeth (caprine: N = 16; cattle: N = 5;
horse: N = 1), though the sheep/goat cheek-teeth frag-
ments from Grid Squares 3 (N = 6), 9 (N = 3) and 10
(N = 3) may belong to a considerably smaller number of
teeth, possibly as low as a single tooth per grid square.

DISCUSSION

Animal remains from cemeteries are commonly
interpreted as grave goods, provisions for the afterlife,
refuse from the funerary feasts or some other rituals
connected with the veneration of the dead (for examples
from the southern and south-eastern Alpine areas, see e.g.
Gabrovec 1960; Pus 1971; Bartosiewicz 2002; Di Martino
2002; Gruskovnjak 2016a; Kova¢, Toskan 2017; Toskan
2017a; 2017b; Skvor Jernejéi¢, Toskan 2018; Gruskovnjak,
Omahen, Toskan 2018; Cresnar et al. 2019). It is, however,
essential for a proper interpretation of the finds to com-
pare the archaeozoological assemblage under investiga-
tion in any of its specific features with the assemblages
from the associated or at least contemporary settlements
in the region, as well as with the assemblages from other
cemeteries of the same cultural group (cf. Gaastra 2018
with references; Toskan 2017a). In the case of Repelc and
Pucarjev rob, the assemblages could be compared with
those from the main part of the same necropolis (Mar-
chesetti 1893a; Terzan, Lo Schiavo, Trampuz-Orel 1985)
and from the associated settlement (Toskan, Bartosiewicz
2018), as well as with the animal finds from the graves of
the culturally related and geographically close cemetery in
Tolmin (roughly 10%-7t century BC; Svoljsak, Poga¢nik
2002), from the cemetery of the Gorenjska Hallstatt
cultural group at Pristava in Bled (roughly 8"-mid-7%
century BC; Gabrovec 1960) and some of the necropoleis
in the Venetic area (see e.g. Fiore, Tagliacozzo 2006).

ANIMAL REMAINS FROM GRAVES

Most prominent among the animal remains di-
rectly connected with individual burials are the bones



Borut TOSKAN

and teeth of horses from Graves R 19 and R 22.2 As for
the other finds from graves, few in number, we should
start with two observations: (1) none of the taxonomi-
cally or at least anatomically identified specimens with
the exception® of both partially preserved charred
(presumably) caprine vertebrae from Grave PR 1 show
traces of exposure to fire even though the many small
non-identified (also human?) bone fragments do include
such finds, and (2) all specimens were unearthed in the
ashes either on the bottom of the pit (Repelc) or in the
urn (Pucarjev rob), mixed with the cremated remains
of the deceased and grave goods, hence their position in
the grave pit is presumably not coincidental. The data on
the species and skeletal elements shows a predominance
of isolated caprine teeth (Repelc: N = 8; Pucarjev rob:
N = 1), with all six fragments from Grave R 38 possibly
forming part of a single tooth (Tab. I and 2).

The predominant share of caprine remains from the
graves is not surprising. It is, in fact, consistent with the
composition of the animal remains from other known
Early Iron Age graves at Most na Soci, where the finds of
goats and (presumably primarily) sheep were identified
in half of the altogether 61 burials with animal bones
and/or teeth (Tab. 4). A similar observation has been
made for the nearby cemetery at Tolmin, where the
finds from four of the five graves with unburnt animal
remains (Bartosiewicz 2002), as well as those from up
to seven of the eight graves with burnt animal remains
(Di Martino 2002) were ascribed to caprines. In the
Venetic area, a region with which Most na So¢i and the
Sveta Lucija group as a whole were closely tied, caprine
finds in Early Iron Age graves are also relatively com-
mon, although their share tends to be slightly lower
than in Posocje (see e.g. Fiore, Tagliacozzo 2006 with
references). Rather frequent in the Venetic area were pig
offerings (primarily canine teeth and incisors) in graves,
which are completely absent from the graves at Most na
Soci and Tolmin (7Tab. 4; Bartosiewicz 2002; Di Martino
2002). This difference can, at least in part, be ascribed to
amuch greater role of pig husbandry in the Venetic area
in comparison with Poso¢je, where the natural environ-
ment is not suited for this particular livestock sector
(see e.g. Toskan, Dirjec 2011, 362-364). The share of pig
remains from the prehistoric habitation contexts of Most
na Soci* is below 10% (Toskan, Bartosiewicz 2018, Tab.
1), while the counts for the roughly contemporaneous
sites in northern Italy are up to four times higher (see
e.g. Petrucci 1996; Pino Uria, Tagliacozzo 2001).

2 These finds are discussed in greater detail below (see
the chapter on horse remains, p. 229).

3 Also burnt was the distal end of the caprine metapodial
from Grave R 51, but it is Late La Téne in date.

4 A very low, 7% share of pig was also established for
the Roman-period settlement at Most na So¢i (Bartosiewicz
1986).
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Significant parallels come from adjacent areas
to the north and east of Posocje. Porcine remains are
rather frequent in the Late Bronze and Early Iron Age
settlements and cemeteries in lowland Ljubljana (Toskan
2017a, 202 with references), while they are much rarer
at the Early Iron Age sites of the topographically more
varied area of Blejski kot (Gabrovec 1960, 45-47; Bar-
tosiewicz 1996, Tab. 1). This again suggests that the
intensity of pig keeping depends on the natural envi-
ronment rather than the animal husbandry strategy
specific to a human community. It is true, however,
that the practice of offering pork had a completely
different connotation for the Veneti to the one for the
contemporary inhabitants of the Ljubljana Basin. The
latter usually offered pork into graves as provisions
for the afterlife (Toskan 2017a, 202), while the people
living in the Po Plain mainly offered isolated teeth (see
e.g. Fiore, Tagliacozzo 2006). Such practices undoubt-
edly had a deep symbolic meaning. For this reason as
well, the almost complete absence of pig remains from
the Early Iron Age graves of Poso¢je cannot merely be
due to a very limited extent of the local pig husbandry,
but primarily to a considerably smaller role of pig in
the local mortuary rituals. This is corroborated by the
lower counts of offered pig specimens when compared
with those of horse offerings, though horse herds were
certainly even smaller in contemporary Poso¢je.

Isolated teeth as amulets

Isolated teeth are the most frequent finds in the
faunal assemblage examined here (Tab. I and 2); this also
applies to the main part of the same cemetery (Tab. 4).
In literature, isolated teeth offered in graves are most
commonly interpreted either as symbolic provisions for
the afterlife, in the sense of pars pro toto, or as amulets
or talismans (see e.g. Cherici 1999, 170-173; Perego
2010a, 75-80; Kmetova 2017a, 71-75). Indirect evidence
suggests that the latter predominate in the cemetery at
Most na Soci.

In the neighbouring Venetic area, the numerous re-
corded cases suggest that the practice of offering isolated
teeth in graves was common (e.g. Facciolo, Fiore, Tag-
liacozzo 2006). Remains of these skeletal elements also
came to light in some cult contexts other than cemeteries
(e.g. construction offerings, depositions in sanctuaries;
Perego 20104, 75). Occasionally placed into graves were
the teeth of horses, asses, dogs, different carnivores,
beavers and even humans (Tagliacozzo 1998; Cherici
1999, 171-173; Fiore, Tagliacozzo 2006; Perego 2010a,
77-78), which are not among the species traditionally
deemed of culinary interest, hence these finds are not
readily interpretable as sustenance for the afterlife. The
symbolic significance of the offered teeth is also very
apparent in the case of pig incisors and canine teeth. In
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connection with such finds, Fiore and Tagliacozzo (2006,
458-460) report on a preferential incidence of incisors
in the graves of women and canine teeth in the graves of
men. We may infer that these canine teeth sooner occur
as evidence of the high status the deceased had enjoyed
during his lifetime and/or of his hunting prowess rather
than as amulets or talismans (Fiore, Tagliacozzo 2006,
460; also see e.g. Perego 2010a, 78).

For the graves at Most na So¢i, an indirect indica-
tion for interpreting the (bulk of the) isolated teeth as
amulets/talismans is the gender structure of the burials
with such items. Most were recorded in female and pos-
sibly children’s burials, while male burials were mainly
associated with a greater number of bones from the
meaty (or meatiest) parts of animals (Tab. 4). A similar
picture can be observed in the cemeteries of the Venetic
area (see e.g. Cherici 1999, 175-177; Fiore, Tagliacozzo
2006), as well as in some of the few archaeozoologically
analysed Early Iron Age graves from the south-eastern
Alpine region and its immediate hinterland (see e.g.
Kmetova 2017a, 73; Toskan 2017a, 201; 2017b, 153-155;
Skvor Jernejéi¢, Toskan 2018, Tab. 1). It is presumed
that offering amulets in the graves of women and chil-
dren mirrors the need to protect these most vulnerable
members of a community (Perego 2010a, 75, 79 and
also 82-83).

Are the data for the cemetery at Most na So¢i telling
on the matter? Isolated teeth of caprines came to light in
three graves at Repelc in Pucarjev rob, with the deceased
in two of them identified as to their sex/gender, both as
women (see Graves PR 2 and R 19). The 28 graves with
caprine remains from the main part of the same cemetery
at Most na Soci include seven for which the excavation
reports (Marchesetti 1893a; Terzan, Lo Schiavo, Trampuz-
Orel 1985) reveal data on individual skeletal elements
(Tab. 4). Four are presumably the graves of women (cf.
Gruskovnjak 2016a, Fig. 2.1.14), two of these (M 19 and
M 192; the latter of an adolescent woman) included one
or several isolated teeth, Grave M 2175 contained a tibia
fragment with a bronze pin inserted in it, while Mar-
chesetti (1893a, 127) wrote that ‘half a back’ was placed
into the dish in Grave M 741, which is presumably his
interpretation of the find of a number of vertebrae. Apart
from the two mentioned female burials, isolated sheep/
goat teeth were only also unearthed in two ungendered
graves (M 411 and M 2598). Of the six above-mentioned
burials - i.e. four female burials with caprine remains and
both ungendered burials with isolated sheep/goat teeth -
only the one with ‘half a back’ can be seen as containing
caprine remains as provisions for the afterlife. The deposi-
tion of single isolated teeth and the tibia fragment with
an inserted bronze pin rather had a magical connotation.

The only male burial with caprine remains, found
in the main part of the cemetery at Most na Soc¢i, comes
with a cursory list of the recovered skeletal elements
that include non-identified limb bones of a sheep, a

calf and an adult cattle (Grave M 2095; Tab. 4). This
assemblage can confidently be seen as the remains of
sustenance for the afterlife. Interestingly, the graves with
an at least approximate list of reliably identified cattle
finds from Most na So¢i (N = 10; Tab. 4) are mainly
those of men (N = 8), while the remaining two burials
could not be gendered (Graves M 525 and M 880; cf.
Gruskovnjak 2016a, Fig. 2.1.11). Six of the eight male
burials contained limb bones,” one rib fragments and
only one, Grave Sz 1354, held either one or several iso-
lated teeth. Grave Sz 1354 also stands apart for the partial
cremation of the deceased, which is locally a very rare
phenomenon (Terzan, Lo Schiavo, Trampuz-Orel 1985,
229). The grave pit held an average content of goods,
as well as ashes that included relatively large pieces of
half cremated human bones and a completely decayed
and crushed skull, which was not burnt. This unusual
disposition of the body before burial could indicate a
specific circumstance during the lifetime and/or death
of the individual. Moreover, it may actually be the reason
for placing the ‘magical’ cattle tooth in the grave of this
man (not a woman or child). In the eyes of the local
community, the deceased may have needed additional
protection; it is also possible that the community sought
to protect itself from the soul of the deceased (Perego
2010a, 82-83).

Leaving caprines aside, the cemetery at Most na
So¢i reportedly revealed only two other reliably gen-
dered burials with isolated animal teeth beside Grave
Sz 1354. Both were female, with Grave M 2395 contain-
ing red deer teeth and rich Grave Sz 1819 the canine
tooth of a wild boar. These are the only remains of the
two animal species in the cemetery.

Provisions for the afterlife

The hypothesis on the preferential practice of
offering magical objects in the graves of women and
children of Most na So¢i would, of course, need to
be verified on a larger sample, but that is not feasible
at this time. It is, however, possible to infer from the
available evidence that the high incidence of amulets
in female burials does not in itself exclude the exist-
ence of a parallel practice, of offering sustenance for
the afterlife. The exact nature of such a practice and
the possible differences between the genders are as yet
unclear. Indications to this effect may be seen in the
few instances where animal remains were unearthed

5> Grave M 1848 only held an astragalus. This find might
carry a symbolic meaning, though other explanations are also
possible (see e.g. Perego 2010a, 78-80; Toskan 2017b, 154—
156 with references). Similar interpretative options pertain
to the assemblage of the left astragalus and three phalanges
from Grave 327 of a woman buried at Tolmin (Bartosiewicz
2002, 133-134).
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in ceramic vessels placed into grave pits. Wherever
excavation reports/publications offer the data on the
skeletal elements of identified animal species (N = 3),
they indicate the practice of offering meaty or meati-
est anatomical regions of animals (Tab. 4). As already
stated, the dish in Grave M 741 held the bones of half
a sheep’s back, while the dish in Grave Sz 914 held
rib fragments, i.e. pieces of the chest of a taxonomi-
cally non-identified animal. In addition, the report
for Grave M 525 states that non-identified remains of
a cattle limb were found inside a jug. Two interesting
parallels for such assemblages come from Graves 155
and 269 of the cemetery at Tolmin. The former con-
tained a dish that held ten caprine rib fragments and
two vertebrae, while the dish in the latter held half the
skull of an adult female sheep (Svolj$ak, Poga¢nik 2001;
Bartosiewicz 2002, 133).

These modest data suggest that relatively meaty
parts of small animals were offered as provisions for
the afterlife (see, for instance, the above mentioned
Grave M 741 from Most na Soci and Grave 155 from
Tolmin), possibly in a stew. Evidence of the latter may
be the half of a sheep’s head from Grave 269 at Tolmin,
possibly also the rib fragments of a taxonomically non-
identified animal in Grave Sz 914 at Most na Sodi (cf.
Kmetova 2017b). It is important to note that both Grave
Sz 914 and the above-mentioned Grave M 741 with half
a sheep’s back held the burial of a woman, suggesting
that the practice of offering larger pieces of sacrificed
animals was not limited to male burials. Consequently,
itis even less likely for the single isolated teeth from the
(predominantly) female burials to merely be the remains
of a gender specific (only for women) and markedly
symbolic variant of the local provisions for the afterlife.

A special case is the briefly mentioned discovery
of non-identified cattle limb bones inside the jug in
Grave M 525. Considering the size of the long bones of
this domestic animal, it is likely that either only indi-
vidual pieces of a humerus, radius, femur and/or tibia,
or more or less complete foot bones (carpals, tarsals,
phalanges), which are considerably shorter, were placed
into the jug. The first of the two options would suggest
sumptuous provisions, as the upper and middle limb
parts represent the meatiest elements in cattle. In light
of the near absence of cattle long bones in the graves
at Most na So¢i and Tolmin, the second option seems
more plausible. Even this second option, however,
cannot reasonably a priori be treated as the remains of
modest provisions; the bones in any case belonged to
cattle as the largest locally bred domesticate of the day,
the slaughtering of which would certainly have been a
costly undertaking (cf. Toskan 2017b, 155-156).

Analogies for offering sustenance for the afterlife
in the shape of cattle feet could be sought in the seven
mostly male burials from Most na So¢i with reported
anatomically non-identified cattle limb bones (Tab. 4).

A parallel that certainly springs to mind is Grave 327
from Tolmin, which held calf foot bones (Bartosiewicz
2002, 133). These were not found inside a ceramic vessel
as in the case of Grave M 525, hence their interpretation
as provisions in the shape of a stew is less feasible.® They
are more likely the provisions in the shape of a piece of
sacrificed cattle of a lesser culinary, but still important
symbolic value (see e.g. Kmetova 2017a, 73), with the
rest of the carcass of the precious animal possibly in-
tended for the funerary feast or one of the associated
ritual acts. In this line of thinking, symbolic provisions
for the afterlife could also be seen in the single verte-
brae or rib fragments, for example those from Grave
R 19 at Repelc.” Similarly intensively chopped ribs of
(predominantly) caprines are known from several Iron
Age sanctuaries in the region, where they are interpreted
as the remains of ritual feasts (Fiore, Tagliacozzo 2001,
89; Facciolo, Fiore, Tagliacozzo 2006, 56-57; author’s
unpublished data for Gradi¢ near Kobarid).

The last non-equine, positively taxonomically
identified find from the graves at Repelc and Pucarjev
rob that has not yet been discussed in detail, is the distal
fragment of a caprine tibia from Grave R 41. Parallels,
such as that from Grave 213 at Tolmin (Bartosiewicz
2002, 133), show that it could represent the remains of
sheep/goat hock (cf. Kmetova 2017a, 74). However, in
view of the partially preserved tibia with a bronze pin
inserted into the medullary cavity from Grave M 2175 at
Most na So¢i, the specimen from Repelc should perhaps
be regarded more as a symbolic object.

© We should at least mention the possibility of wooden
vessels used for such provisions that decayed through time
(cf. Kmetova 2017b). Examples of wooden vessels have
actually been unearthed at Most na Soci (Dular, Tecco Hvala
2018, 100-102).

7 The fire damage on the two (caprine?) vertebra
fragments from the pithos — urn in Grave PR 1 from Pucarjev
rob makes their interpretation more complex. Although the
charring is only superficial, such a prolonged direct exposure
to fire certainly made the soft tissue inedible. The same goes
for the burnt piece of a caprine metapodial from Grave R
51 dating to the Late Iron Age (Sv. Lucija IV). One possible
explanation is symbolic provisions for the afterlife, similar
to those from some of the cemeteries from central Slovenia
(Toskan 2017a, 202), or offerings to gods as in the case of the
Venetic cult place at Via S. Eufemia-Via S. Massimo in Padua
(Ruta Serafini, Michelini 2013, 1209-1210). There are no
reliable reports on burnt animal bones from the graves of the
main part of the cemetery at Most na Soc¢i, but such finds did
come to light at Tolmin (Di Martino 2002). The fire damaged
bones from Grave PR 1 at Pucarjev rob were found together
with an owl skyphos, indicating connections with Greece or
Greek emporia in the Po delta, a pair of Fraore — Parma type
serpentine fibulae, primarily typical of the sub-Alpine areas
of northern Italy, a rectangular belt mount such as are mainly
known from Dolenjska (see here Mlinar, pp. 148-150) and
others.
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FAUNAL REMAINS FROM OTHER STRUCTURES

The excavation at Repelc revealed some structures
interpreted as remains of cult practices in the ‘sacred
space’ of the cemetery. Animal remains were found in
four of these structures (Tab. 1 and 2).

The cremation pit was unearthed in Grid Square 1,
at the northern edge of the terrace at Repelc (Fig. 6). It
was investigated in the extent of 12 m? and measured
roughly 4.5 m in maximum diameter. Scattered in its
over 30 cm thick fill of wood charcoal were burnt stones
of different sizes, faunal remains, bits of cremated hu-
man bone and numerous artefacts dating to the Late
Hallstatt, Late La Téne and Early Roman periods (see
here Mlinar, Fig. 59).

The faunal assemblage is small (N = 33; NISP® = 11;
Tab. 2), but interesting in a number of details. One of
these is the (almost?) complete absence of specimens
with traces of fire, as all the burnt/cremated bone pieces
are presumably from humans (Tamara Leskovar, oral
report). The only exception might be the burnt frag-
ment of a pig astragalus (Fig. 7a), which was found
just beyond the edge of the pit and not in it. How does
this affect the understanding of the structure, which
archaeologists interpret as an ustrinum or a burnt of-
fering place (see here Mlinar, pp. 120-121)? The faunal
assemblage from the cremation pit stands out from
the similar assemblages from the typical Alpine burnt
offering places both in the above-mentioned absence
(scarcity?) of burnt specimens (cf. Tecchiati 2000, 5;
Zohmann, Forstenpointer, Galik 2010, 831-852) and
the substantial (one third) quantity of the skeletal ele-
ments from the meaty parts of the body (cf. Zohmann,
Forstenpointer, Galik 2010). An interesting parallel is
the presumed burnt offering place at House 6/2, in the
Iron Age settlement at Most na So¢i (Dular, Tecco Hvala
2018, 79-81). Of the 97 animal specimens collected in
this place, a single one was exposed to fire, though the
share of the bones from the meaty body parts is all but
negligible (N = 7); more than 90% of this assemblage are
isolated teeth, skull fragments and foot bones (Toskan,
Bartosiewicz 2018, 490-491). In this, it is fundamentally
different to the archaeozoological assemblage from the
cremation pit at Repelc.

The (near complete?) absence of animal remains
from the cremation pit that would exhibit fire damage
only allows an insight into the nature of the associated
cult practices not directly connected with ritual burn-
ing. This holds true despite the interpretation that the
area (also) served as a place for cremating the dead
(ustrinum), indicating that the custom of burning
animal cadavers or their parts together with the human
corpse was either not practiced or at least not common.
Moreover, reports on finding charred and/or calcined

8 NISP - number of identified specimens (Grayson
1984).

animal remains in the graves at Most na So¢i are prac-
tically non-existent (for exceptions, see the contents of
Graves PR 1 and R 51, for instance, with the latter Late
La Teéne in date), suggesting that the same conclusion
could be extrapolated to the whole cemetery. The ques-
tion naturally arises as to the ability of researchers in
the late 19 and early 20t centuries to identify burnt
animal bone fragments. For the remains from Repelc
and Pucarjev rob, Graves PR 12, PR 20, R 12A, R 17,
R 40 and R 49 indicate the possibility that bits of burnt
animal bones were mixed among the cremated human
remains. Indeed, the few human remains with traces
of fire from these graves were well cremated and hence
not so reliably identifiable (see here Leben-Seljak, Tab.
1, 2). Nevertheless, the practice of cremating animal
carcasses as part of burial rituals certainly seems alien
to the Early Iron Age community of Most na So¢i and,
as a consequence, no significant errors in the archaeo-
zoological record due to taphonomic losses caused by
fire are to be expected.

This observation allows us to focus on whether the
ritual nature of the faunal assemblage from the crema-
tion pit at Repelc can be discerned from the array of
finds. The predominant share of caprines, mainly their
teeth, is consistent with the high incidence of caprine
finds in graves (Tab. 2; also see Tab. 1 and 4), though
the same holds true for the contemporary habitation
context. What appears to be more important in this
regard is the find of a metapodial of a horse, the cult
animal par excellence in the Early Iron Age (Kmetova
2013a; 2013b; Bortolami 2017-2018; Toskan 2017a).
After all, it is hardly a coincidence that merely eight
(i.e.0.14%) of the 5544 taxonomically identified animal
remains from the Early Iron Age settlement at Most
na So¢i belonged to this species (Toskan, Bartosiewicz
2018, Tab. 1).

Possibly the most interesting for a comprehensive
interpretation of the role of animals in the ritual activi-
ties taking place at the cremation pit is the presence of
domestic pig. The remains of this species comprise an
almost complete diaphysis of the right humerus and an
astragalus, while another astragalus, this one burnt,’
came to light in the immediate vicinity of the pit and
possibly belongs to the same context (Fig. 7). The fact
that two of three pig finds are skeletal elements with a
traditionally highly symbolic value is probably not a
coincidence. Even more significant is the absence of
domestic pig remains in the reports on the Early Iron
Age graves from Most na So¢i, while wild boar occurs
only in Grave Sz 1819. This is a rich female burial where
the isolated canine tooth of a wild boar probably had a
primarily decorative role. In the Early Iron Age cemeter-
ies in Posocje, a small fragment of a domestic pig bone

° If considering this astragalus as forming part of the
same context, it would be the only burnt (taxonomically
identified) animal find from the cremation pit.
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only came to light in Grave 35 at Tolmin (Di Martino
2002), as well as among the animal remains from the vast
ustrinum at Kobarid, the third Early Iron Age cemetery
within a 15 km radius of Most na So¢i. Marchesetti
(1893b, XIV) reports that this ustrinum also yielded
the remains of cattle, caprines and horse, i.e. exactly the
same species as in the cremation pit at Repelc. Also of
interest is that the faunal remains from the ustrinum at
Kobarid show no traces of fire (Marchesetti 1893b, XIV;
Gabrovec 1976, 46).

The relatively large quantities of charcoal recovered
from the cremation pit at Repelc and the ustrinum at Ko-
barid suggest that burning took place here on more than
a single occasion. This could be relevant for a chrono-
logical attribution of the faunal remains. The absence of
fire damage suggests these remains are relatively late, i.e.
Early Roman (Repelc) or La Téne (Kobarid; Gabrovec
1976, 51) in date, as these are the dates at which ended
the ritual use of either areas and presumably also the
burning. If the animal remains were earlier, they would
have exhibited characteristic changes in structure and
colour even by being indirectly exposed to fire, lying
near or directly under the fire (cf. Asmussen 2009, 530;
Ruta Serafini, Michelini 2013, 1210).

If these faunal remains do indeed date to the
Early Roman period, the common incidence of cattle,
caprines and pig in a cult place brings to mind one of
the most traditional Roman rituals of sacrificing cattle,
sheep/goat and pig, i.e. suovetaurilia. The essential part
of most of the known variants of this ritual was to lead
at least one of each three animals around a predeter-
mined individual, group of people or location (such as a
field or a building). The procession of the animals to be
sacrificed ensured an (apotropaic) protection, prosper-
ity and/or spiritual purification of the individuals and
areas involved in the ritual (Bendlin 2013, 6456-6457).
It is important to note that a ritual procession (lustratio)
often also took place during or after burial, with the
procession possibly taking place around the ustrinum
(Murgia 2013, 142-143). Did such a practice also take
place at the cremation pit at Repelc (and the ustrinum
at Kobarid)? The hypothesis is certainly an intriguing
one, not refuted even by the possibly slightly earlier
dating of the remains. Parallels from the Venetic area
suggest that related ritual practices took place long be-
fore the Roman period (Ruta Serafini, Michelini 2013,
1213; Zaghetto 2017, 108, 113; also see e.g. Kmetova
2017a, 75). The speculative nature of certain aspects
of such an interpretation notwithstanding, the results
of the archaeozoological analysis of the remains from
the cremation pit at Repelc (ustrinum, burnt offering
place) definitely support a general hypothesis of the
pit as a place where activities took place that were as-
sociated with mortuary rituals in spite of the fact that
virtually none of the faunal remains was burnt (cf.
Salvagno et al. 2016).
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Is it feasible to offer a similar interpretation for the
few animal remains from the area of the round stone
structure of SU 887 It was constructed of obliquely
laid marl slabs with a partially burnt loamy surface in
the south part and a limestone slab jutting northwards
from the perimeter. The location of the structure within
the cemetery, its regular shape and orientation, as well
as finds from the Early Iron Age indicate that offer-
ings or sacrificial activities in honour of the ancestors
may have been practised here as well (see here Mlinar,
pp- 120-121). Excavations yielded four taxonomically
identified pieces of animal remains, while further 16
were taxonomically and anatomically non-identified
bone pieces measuring under a centimetre (Tab. 2). The
small sample does not allow for a more comprehensive
analysis, though we should note the predominant inci-
dence of isolated caprine teeth (Tab. 2; cf. with Tab. 1
and 4), which may again represent symbolic items with
magical properties.

In the immediate vicinity of the cremation pit and
the round stone structure, a drystone wall of large marl
and limestone slabs (SU 87) was built at the beginning of
burial at Repelc. Six pieces of animal remains were found
among the slabs, four of which may have belonged to cat-
tle (Tab. 2). Such identification is confident in the case of
the isolated third lower molar and skull fragment, while
the two rib fragments of a large herbivore could, at least
in principle, also have belonged to a horse. At Most na
So¢i, isolated cattle teeth are known from several graves
(Tab. 4) and from the cremation pit, while Grave R 22
possibly held a fragment of a cattle maxilla (Tab. 1 and 2).
Until the excavations at Repelc, neurocranium finds of
this economically very important animal were unknown
at Most na Sodi (Tab. 4).

This is important in light of the traditionally sig-
nificant symbolic role of skulls in numerous prehistoric
cults. The specimen unearthed among the stones of the
drystone wall could have arrived there by accident and
was as such not directly related to ritual activities. In
connection with this, we should mention the only other
find of a confidently identified cattle skull from Most na
So¢i, found in the west excavation area at Repelc. Itis in
fact two conjoining fragments of a right cattle zygomatic
bone with two molars of the same species that were
found together with 46 taxonomically non-identified
bone bits under a large stone in Grid Square 8 (Tab. 1).
Could this assemblage be the remains of a deposited,
possibly ritually damaged cattle skull/head? If this were
true, the find is one of a ritual nature. In consequence,
such an interpretation would also be possible for the
skull fragment from the drystone wall, which was con-
structed in a very prominent location at the presumed
crossing of the Idrijca connecting the lowest terrace
at Repelc on the left bank with the settlement on the
right bank.
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ANIMAL REMAINS
FROM THE MIXED CULTURAL LAYER (SU 3)

The SU 3 cultural layer in the east excavation area
at Repelc revealed Iron Age and Roman period finds (see
here Mlinar, p. 121) that include several tens of animal
bone pieces (Tab. 2). The finds are believed to be func-
tionally associated with the cemetery, as they come from
a mixed layer that included stone slabs and goods from
the damaged graves and other structures. The bone and
tooth fragments were relatively evenly distributed across
the layer; there were also no observable differences in
terms of taxonomic and anatomical diversity.

The best represented taxon is caprines (N = 23),
followed by cattle (N = 6), domestic pig (N = 2) and
again horse (N = 1). This composition generally coin-
cides with the faunal assemblage from the graves and the
much larger assemblage from the roughly contemporary
habitation contexts (Tab. 4; Toskan, Bartosiewicz 2018).
What does stand out slightly and could thus be related
to locally performed ritual activities are the data on the
frequency of individual skeletal elements (cf. Gaastra
2018). Cattle is represented with only a few specimens
of isolated teeth and one phalanx, horse with an incisor,
while the share of teeth also predominates among the
caprine remains (N =16 orca 1/3 NISPCaPrinae). Anulna
fragment and a burnt astragalus were ascribed to pig, of
which the astragalus was found in the immediate vicinity
of the cremation pit in Grid Square 1 and is probably
associated with it (Fig. 7a).

The high number of isolated teeth is also important
because it substantially exceeds the number of such finds
from the settlement (To$kan, Bartosiewicz 2018). The
3733 recovered caprine finds from the settlement include
‘only’ one thousand identified teeth, which is just over
one quarter of all sheep or goat finds. This share is even
smaller for cattle (23.5% NISP,, ), as the altogether 2778
recovered cattle specimens include ‘only’ 653 teeth. Even
if the comparison considers the complete assemblage
of finds from the east excavation area at Repelc (i.e.
including the finds from graves and the three ritual
structures), the difference in the shares of teeth between
Repelc and the settlement remains apparent (Tab. 5).
A similar observation holds true of the astragali: the
animal remains from the east excavation area at Repelc
yielded three (4.8% NISP), while the several thousand
mammal finds from the settlement yielded five times
less astragali (0.7% NISP).

There are no major differences between the set-
tlement and the cemetery for other skeletal elements.
Having said that, we should mention as many as seven
sheep/goat tibiae: three from the cremation pit, two from
the SU 3 cultural layer and one from Grave R 41. A total
share of this particular element is thus approx. 9% of
all taxonomically identifiable specimens from Repelc,
which is almost twice as much as from the settlement

(N =426 or 5.4% NISP). It is, of course, possible that the
high incidence of sheep/goat tibiae at Repelc is merely
coincidental in the relatively modest assemblage of ani-
mal remains. After all, the differences in the incidence of
isolated teeth and astragali between Repelc and the set-
tlement are much more substantial, and the use of these
skeletal elements in the rituals performed in this part of
Iron Age Europe has been recorded on several occasions.
There are no such compelling indications for a presumed
ritual role of (sheep/goat) tibiae, although some present-
day ethnological studies do indicate this possibility. In
Mongolia, for instance, a sheep tibia accompanies an
individual from the cradle to the grave and it is even
placed into his or her grave (Birtalan 2003, 44-48, 52,
56-57). At the Iron Age site at Most na So¢i, we should
note the find of a sheep tibia from Grave M 2175, into
which a bronze pin was inserted. Two tibiae were also
unearthed among the horse remains from Grave R 19.
Several other finds of interest came to light at roughly
contemporary sites in the neighbouring regions, such as
an unusual combination of a horse tibia and part of the
left half of a roe deer skull in Grave 38 of a woman (!),
buried in Tumulus VII at Preloge near Zgornja Slivnica
(Magdalenska gora; Tecco Hvala 2012, 29: Fig. 3, 430;
Gruskovnjak 2016a, 244). The possibility that tibiae did
play a certain role in the Early Iron Age rituals of the
south-eastern Alpine area is thus not to be excluded.

HORSE REMAINS

The first horse remains from the cemetery at
Most na So¢i already came to light during the excava-
tions towards the end of the 19™ century. Of the seven
graves with such finds, two yielded single specimens of
isolated teeth, one an (upper?) jaw, one the front half of
a skeleton and the other three the complete skeleton of
a horse (Tab. 6). The last four are actually independent
burials of horses with their gear, while the bones in the
first three are offerings in human cremation burials.
Excavation reports indicate that none of the remains
exhibited traces of fire.

Three of the four!® independent burials of horses
at Most na Soci share several commonalities that should
be noted before proceeding with the discussion (Mar-
chesetti 1893a, 95, 217-218, 270; Terzan, Lo Schiavo,
Trampuz-Orel 1985, 120-121). All were associated with
horse gear, which reveals the burial of bridled horses.
All of them were also laid into a grave pit with a stone
construction: one lined with slate slabs and covered with
alarge block of limestone (Grave M 2141), one covered
with a heap of stones forming a vault (Grave M 2788) and
one with seven cover slabs laid one on top of the other

10 The skeleton excavated by Enrico Maionica comes
without precise data (Marchesetti 1893a, 270), preventing us
from drawing relevant conclusions.
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and the bottom one made of red stone (Grave Sz 592).
The third commonality is the absence of irrefutable evi-
dence on their association with a specific human grave
(of the master?) in the vicinity (Gruskovnjak 2016a,
117-120, Fig. 2.1.8). It is therefore not likely that either
of the three (four?) cases represented a classic sacrifice
taking place at the burial of a (socially distinguished)
human individual, such as was the practice in other
Hallstatt cultural groups of the south-eastern Alpine
area (Toskan 2018). The sacrifice at Most na Soci was
most probably performed as part of public (collective)
rituals aimed at delimiting, marking or (periodically)
purifying an area of the cemetery.

This very practice has been recorded with the
Veneti, a people with which the inhabitants of Poso¢je
enjoyed close trading and cultural links. More fre-
quently than to specific human burials, the interments
of horses!! in their cemeteries are tied to certain
prominent structures (such as tumuli) or groups of flat
human graves (see e.g. Padua: Palazzo Emo Capodilista-
Tabacchi, Via S. Tiepolo-Via S. Massimo; Este: Casa di
Ricovero; Gamba et al. [eds.] 2013, 373; Gamba, Gam-
bacurta, Ruta Serafini [eds.] 2014, 48-50, 233; Balista,
Ruta Serafini 1998; Bortolami 2017-2018, 65-70). In
order to correctly understand the phenomenon, it is
important to note that such sacrifices most often date to
a time when either the cemetery or a structure within it
spread onto previously unused (unconsecrated?) land,
with the horse burials carefully marked and recognisable
for (at least) decades to come. The latter can be inferred
from the subsequent human graves concentrating near
these spots; with the earliest human graves in some
cases contemporary or even slightly earlier than the
horse burial (see e.g. Bortolami 2017-2018, 65-67).
Archaeozoological analyses have shown a preferential
selection of healthy young adult horses of the male sex,
thus suggesting an established practice of following uni-
form ritual laws. The timeframe for the above-described
contexts south of the Alps spans from the early 8t to the
6 century BC (Bortolami 2017-2018). This timeframe
covers the earliest, possibly the two earliest independent
horse burials at Most na Soc¢i.

In connection with the collective!? ritual sacrifices
and burials of horses, the Venetic area offers several

U1 In contrast with Poso¢je, the Venetic horses were usually
not buried with their gear (Bortolami 2017-2018, 65).

12 Also known with the Veneti are burials of horses
associated with the graves of their masters (e.g. Padua: Piovego;
Depellegrin et al. 2019), as well as common burials of humans
and horses in the same graves (e.g. Padua: Piovego, Este:
Lachini Pela; Gazzo Veronese: Colombara; Bortolami 2017-
2018, 73-76 with references), but they are less frequent. Even
fewer are the cases of recorded material remains of sarcificing
these animals and/or depositing complete or parts of their
cadavers in ‘sacred’ locations outside cemeteries (Padua: Via
S. Eufemia, Altino: Fornace; Fiore, Salerno, Tagliacozzo 2003;
Facciolo, Fiore, Tagliacozzo 2006).

other interpretative options. It revealed individual buri-
als in parts of cemeteries without human graves (Este:
Via Pra; Balista, Ruta Serafini 2008, 93-96) and, even
more importantly, in areas that included human graves
but without a visible connection between both kinds
of burials (e.g. Altino: Le Brustolade, Portoni; Riedel
1984; Gambacurta 2003, 90-95). The second compo-
nent may indicate horse sacrifices as part of venerating
(heroicised) ancestors (cf. Gambacurta 2003, 99-101).
It should be noted that indications of similar cult prac-
tices have also come to light in Dolenjska (Gruskovnjak
2016a, 434-435; Toskan 2017a, 187-190,198-200;
Kmetova 2018, 272). There, an important element of the
ritual may have been the dismemberment of cadavers
and handling of blood, evidence of which can be seen in
numerous finds of incomplete horse skeletons and even
half-charred blood plasma (Toskan 2017a, 200 with ref-
erences). This is of importance for Poso¢je in connection
with the front half of a horse skeleton found in Grave
M 2141 (Tab. 6). Similar indications are all but absent in
the Venetic cemeteries (Bortolami 2017-2018), though
a possible allusion to such practices might be identified
in the joint depictions of axes and horses on some of
the products of situla art. As Zaghetto (2017, 107-112)
proposed in view of the parallels with the well-known
Roman rite of Equus October, the Veneti may have used
spears to kill sacrificial horses rather than axes.!® This
opens the possibility that the role of axes is connected
in this cultural milieu as well, at least in some cases,
with the ritual dismemberment of cadavers (Zaghetto
2017, 106-108).

Partial parallels for such a version of ritual practices
come from Greece, where sacrificing (and dismember-
ing) an animal with the intention of spilling its blood on
a specific spot was being enacted as part of the cult of
the dead. The ritual took place either in connection with
the burial itself or afterwards and also served to ritually
purify the relatives of the deceased. In some versions,
it was aimed at worshipping heroes, either as a plea for
military success in upcoming battle or as an attempt to
procure the hero’s presence at the sacrifice and the fol-
lowing festival (Ekroth 2002, 254-268). Moreover, blood
ritual in the Greek world could also represent a step on
the path of purifying a spot after a (violent) death or was
enacted as protection against evil forces, as part of taking

13 In 2010, archaeologists excavated a presumed site
of a ritual burial of at least six horses at Bizjakova hisa in
Kobarid, dating to the late 4™ or early 3'4 century BC (Mlinar,
Gerbec 2011). Alongside the horse remains were individual
bone pieces of other animal species, part of a human bone
and numerous artefacts. The finds were covered by rubble
overlain by larger stones that represented the remains of a
stone cover. The artefacts mainly comprise costume and
weaponry pieces of Celtic warriors, as well as horse gear.
Interestingly, the weapons include no axes, but eight almost
complete spearheads and several spearhead fragments
(Mlinar, Gerbec 2011, 37-38).

230



ARCHAEOZOOLOGICAL EVIDENCE FROM THE IRON AGE CEMETERY AT MOST NA SOCI ...

an important personal/collective oath or as preparation
for military action. The common point of all versions is
spilling the blood of the sacrificial animal into the cult
(also grave) pit, the interior of select building, on the
ground in the open air or into a river, lake or sea. Fol-
lowing such a ritual, the cadaver of the sacrificed animal
was not suitable for consumption and was hence either
destroyed (burnt, buried) or simply discarded (Ekroth
2002, 251-254).

Can these examples be useful in interpreting the
independent horse burials at Most na So¢i? Important
clues can be gained from their relationship to the ad-
jacent human graves by taking into account both the
spatial and chronological data, on the one hand, and the
estimations on the gender, age and social status of the
deceased humans, on the other. It should be stressed,
however, that observations below are no more than
sketchy scenarios of the potential ritual activities.

The M 2788 horse burial is surrounded by just over
a dozen graves with modest goods, none of which form
an apparent pair with the horse burial.! This is also true
of the two slightly richer burials of the group (Graves
M 2789 and M 2810; Marchesetti 1893a, 124-125); one
male and one female (Boiardi 1984, 100: Fig. 3, 106:
Fig. 7C, 112). The surrounding graves include seven
of women, only the already mentioned Grave M 2789
belonged to a man and two were ascribed to children.
The gender disparity is apparent, so much so that it
does not seem to be coincidental. Chronologically, the
human burials are mainly slightly later than that of the
horse (see e.g. Boiardi 1983, Fig. XIV, XV). Taken as a
whole, the observations seem to correspond with the
Venetic practice of sacrificing horses as an act of puri-
fying/consecrating part of the burial ground before a
new cycle of burials. The near absence of male burials
could also suggest the need to provide special magical
protection for the weakest!®> members of a community,
i.e. children and women (without means) (Chierichetti
1999, 173, 175, 177; Perego 2010a, 75, 79). Following
this interpretation, the horse from Grave M 2788 could
be seen as an apotropaic object.

The M 2141 horse burial only involves the front
part of the skeleton associated with a bronze disc pen-

14 For the location of graves, see e.g. Boiardi 1984, 100:
Fig. 3, 106: Fig. 7C, 112 and Gruskovnjak 2016a, 120: Fig.
2.1.8.

15 In the alternative explanation, the incidence of
amulets in the graves of women and children expressed the
desire to protect other members of the community form the
souls of the (specific?) deceased women and children (Perego
2010a, 82-83). In this case, however, we would expect other
indications of a negative attitude towards the graves of such
individuals such as isolated location within the cemetery (or
even outside it), an apotropaic barrier or unusual handling
of the body of the deceased (see e.g. Riedel, Tecchiati 2001;
Perego, 2010a, 82-84; De Grossi Mazzorin, Minniti 2012,
217-219).

dant (Dular, Tecco Hvala 2018, 130, Fig. 82A: 8). In
contrast with above-discussed Grave M 2788, it is sur-
rounded by a smaller, but denser group of six human
burials. The ones closest to the horse are either slightly
earlier (M 2142, M 2143 and M 2144; Sv. Lucija Ib-Ic;
Tecco Hvala, oral report) or chronologically indeter-
minate (M 2145 and M 2163). Interestingly, two of the
three earlier graves (M 2142 and M2143) were found
under the pit with the horse burial, while both undated
graves belong to children (Marchesetti 1893a, 95-96;
189). The only burial roughly contemporary with the
horse burial is in Grave M 2164, which is also most
distant and probably not directly linked.

The above shows that this horse burial does not
seem to have a direct functional connection with the
human burials in its vicinity, as it is later in date. It is
thus not possible to see the horse as a ritual sacrifice
on the occasion of extending the burial ground onto
previously unused land with the animal representing
the starting point with a possible apotropaic significance
(the offered bronze pendant). The interpretation that
seems more likely in this case is of a ritual with elements
of worshipping (heroicised?) ancestors, in which the
blood of the sacrificed animal possibly also played an
important role. Grave M 2141 only held the front part
of the horse’s skeleton, suggesting that cutting up the
cadaver was an important part of the ritual. Early Iron
Age burials of only the front of a horse are known in
several other cemeteries in this part of Europe (see e.g.
Kmetova 2013b, 255). Even in this interpretation, the
bronze pendant could still serve as a source of magical
protection, possibly (primarily?) intended for the horse
itself. Such a practice in relation to the particularly valu-
able animals has been documented in the Venetic area
on several occasions (Chierichetti 1999, 170, 178; Perego
2010a, 76; also see e.g. Gambacurta, Tirelli 1996, 71-72).

The Sz 592 horse burial is specific in that a bronze
torque with knots was placed in the grave in addition to
pieces of the bridle. Also specific is its location next to
modest Grave Sz 591 of a woman (dating: Sv. Lucija Ic),
together forming a sort of a pair (Terzan, Lo Schiavo,
Trampuz-Orel 1985, 120). The knotted torques speaks
in favour of a possible contemporaneity of both burials
(Sv. Lucija Ic), though the bridle pieces have parallels
from the horse Grave M 2141, which is dated Sv. Luci-
jaIIb (Dular, Tecco Hvala 2018, 130; Tab. 6). At least two
graves in the immediate vicinity of horse Grave Sz 592
are slightly earlier, at least three either contemporary or
slightly later; the graves goods are predominantly scarce.

If Graves Sz 591 and Sz 592 are indeed contempo-
raneous and form a functional pair, the horse probably
ensured an apotropaic protection to the woman buried
(simultaneously?) next to it. This may have been the
reason for placing the knotted bronze torque in the
grave of the horse. The modest grave goods of the
woman buried in Grave Sz 591 refute the possibility
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that she owned the sacrificed animal in her lifetime
and was thus a prominent member of the community
(cf. Depellegrin et al. 2019, 140, 143). If, on the other
hand, Graves Sz 591 and Sz 592 are not contemporary,
the proposed interpretation loses much of its validity. It
is not possible to exclude the possibility that the magi-
cal protection of the sacrificed horse was intended for
another deceased, from a grave in the vicinity, also with
relatively modest goods. All three such graves postdate
Sv. Lucija Ic, the dating of the woman in Grave Sz 591,
which would bring them chronologically closer to the
horse burial. In this interpretative context, the horse
burial in question shows certain similarities with horse
Grave M 2141 (see above), which was also in the midst
of earlier human burials and also contained a bronze
object. Ritual sacrifice and burial of a horse in Grave Sz
591 may thus have included elements of both ancestor
worship and magical protection for a limited number
of individuals buried contemporarily or subsequently.

The age, gender and social structure of the deceased
interred in the vicinity of either of the three horse burials
at Most na So¢i is varied. This corroborates the hypoth-
esis of a sacrificial ritual as a socially inclusive, collective
act that involved individuals of different social positions,
function, gender and age within a community. Participa-
tion in a specific activity (such as extending a cemetery,
honouring the deceased ancestors, protecting women
and children) made such rituals an important means of
strengthening social bonds and internal order, indirectly
also of maintaining a social and political stability (cf.
Gambacurta 2003, 100-101; Bortolami 2017-2018, 72).

In connection with this, literature often cites paral-
lels with one of the best known prehistoric public rituals
of sacrificing horses, i.e. the Vedic Asvamedha, as well as
other related acts of Indo-European peoples including
the already mentioned Roman rite of Equus October
(see e.g. Zaroft 2005; Chierichetti 2011; Zaghetto 2017,
93-103, 115-117). A prominent, seemingly even pri-
mary goal of a number of such rituals was to celebrate
the ruler as a victorious warrior and with it to worship
select (war) divinities. However, equating the figure of
the leader (tribal chieftain, king and so forth) with the
guardian of the welfare across the social classes, fertility
of their land, prosperity of their herds and lushness of
the surrounding nature, the enactment of such rituals
also brought to the forefront the care for the prosperity
of a community as a whole and even for maintaining
the stability of the cosmic order (Zaroff 2005, 82-84;
Chierichetti 2011). Even in connection with perhaps the
best known, i.e. Roman version of the custom (Equus
October), interpretations were proposed that involved
a double role of Mars as both the god of war and the
protector of agriculture (Prosdocimi 2003).

The Venetic mythology offers numerous indica-
tions for a local practice of horse sacrifice in almost
all its basic elements as prescribed by Asvamedha or

its Roman version of Equus October. These indications
come from figural art (Zaghetto 2017, 104-115), but
possibly also archaeozoological observations. Skeletal
analysis revealed that people usually selected large-
bodied, healthy and young adult animals for the public
(collective) variants of such rituals, which exhibits a
tendency or need to sacrifice the most magnificent
among the horses at hand!® (cf. Bortolami 2017-2018,
67,70, 72,75; Depellegrin 2019, 143-145). This as well
was a prominent element of the known versions of the
Indo-European ritual under discussion (Zaghetto 2017,
98-99). Available evidence for Most na So¢i tells very
little of the biometric properties of the horses found
here; we only have the note that the individual buried
in Grave M 2788 was young (Marchesetti 1893a, 123),
while some more data is available for the horses (prob-
ably only two) from Graves R 19 and R 22 at Repelc.
The remains of one correspond with the large-bodied
specimens from contemporary graves in the region, the
other one is smaller (Tab. 3) and both were more than
six years old at death.

The absence of data on the build, age and condition
of the horses from Most na So¢i notwithstanding, the
similarity of the sacrifices with those of the Asvamedha
are visible in several other aspects. As Gruskovnjak
convincingly argued (2016a, 437-438), these mainly
involve the elements of regality and social universality.
He observed that the act of sacrificing an animal as
valuable as a horse in itself involved the upper echelons
of society. The same goes for horse gear. Moreover, he
identified a warrior element of the ritual in a horse and
its tack, as horses played a very important role in the
warfare of the day. Gruskovnjak (2016a, 438) observed
another intriguing detail in the choice of red stone for
the lowest of the seven cover slabs of Grave Sz 592; red
is the colour frequently associated with the warrior
class in Indo-European cultures (Dumézil 1987, 31).
A connection with the female sphere is also apparent,
mirrored in the offerings of jewellery in horse Graves
M 2141 and Sz 592, a near absence of male burials in
the vicinity of Grave M 2788, as well as the possible as-
sociation of Grave Sz 591 of a woman to Grave Sz 592 of
ahorse. And finally, the predominance of modest burials
in the vicinity of all three horse graves may be seen as an
expression of the weaker class of society being included
into the symbolism of the mortuary ritual.

16 As opposed to this, the horses placed into the graves
of dignitaries were those of older, even senile animals of
both sexes. Some skeletons also exhibited (sub)pathological
conditions that indicate prolonged use as work animals
(riding or draught horses; Bokonyi 1968; Teegen 2006;
Depellegrin et al. 2019, 142-143). This rather indicates a
desire for the deceased/master to be buried with the loyal
companion, possibly also for minimising the economic
impact of such sacrifices (cf. Kmetova 2018, 275-276).
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Needless to say, single offerings of horse teeth or
bones had a very different role in contemporary society
(Tab. 6). Both isolated teeth, one from modest Grave
M 2848 and the other from rich, stone-lined Grave
M 2871, were presumably offered as amulets or talis-
mans (Marchesetti 1893a, 127, 129).17 As such, they are
comparable with the relatively numerous sheep/goat,
one red deer and one cattle tooth in other burials of the
cemetery (Tab. 4).

The specimen of an (upper?) jaw of a horse from
Grave M 379 may also have had an apotropaic sig-
nificance. Upon discovery, the specimen lay on top
of several limestone slabs placed over the cover of
Vol¢e limestone. The only grave good was a serpentine
fibula. The grave does stand apart in its rather complex
construction. Unearthed under the cover slab were cir-
cularly arranged large pieces of limestone (Marchesetti
1893a, 16). This ties the grave with three (or all four?)
individual burials of horses from the main part of the
cemetery, as well as with two burials of parts of horse
cadavers in human Graves R 19 and R 22 from the edge
of the same cemetery excavated at Repelc.

Horse remains from Repelc

Horse remains in this part of the Most na So¢i cem-
etery came to light in cremation Grave R 19 of a woman
and also cremation Grave R 22, which held an adolescent
or young adult individual.'® The faunal assemblage from
Grave R 19 includes several bones of the lower part of
hind limbs, with the nine partially surviving vertebrae
probably also belonging to a horse. A large portion of
the bone fragments was found in the fill of the pit, some
other just above or next to the ring of marl cover slabs.
In Grave R 22, all six horse teeth, part of a humerus and
radius, and probably also several fragments of horse
skull, ribs and vertebrae came to light in the fill above
the marl cover slab (Tab. I; Fig. 4 and 5).

This alone suggests different modalities of ritually
sacrificing horses and depositing their remains in the
two graves at Repelc as opposed to the treatment in the
above-mentioned independent burials of these animals,
but also to the few local human burials with offerings of
single horse bones or teeth. The question is thus whether
Graves R 19 and R 22 point to the appearance of a ritual
practice new for Posocje or to an innovative version of
the ritual horse sacrifice already well-established in the
region.

The first possibility seems more plausible at first
sight. The many horse bones in a human grave very

7 Ancient authors report that Romans and possibly
other peoples believed in the healing properties of equine
teeth (Cherici 1999, 172).

18 Grave R 19 is dated to Sv. Lucija ITb2 or Ilc, Grave R 22
to Sv. Lucija IIc (see here Mlinar, Fig. 59).
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closely resembles the classic ritual of sacrificing the
animal at the burial of a socially prominent individual.
At the time of the two graves from Repelc (Sv. Lucija
IIb2-TIc or second half of the 5" and the 4" century
BC), such burials in the south-eastern Alpine area were
most common in Dolenjska (Dular 2007; Toskan 2018,
56-59). Some scholars believe that it is also the time
when horses were being sacrificed for prominent women
as well (Gruskovnjak 2016a, 310-312 with references),
though it should be noted that the poor field records
of the over a century old excavations lead to unreliable
grave groups in many cases and hence to uncertainties
regarding the association of outstanding female burials
with (presumed) horse remains (see e.g. Hencken 1978,
25, 57; Dular 1991, 82; Bozi¢ 2010; Tecco Hvala 2012,
15-31; Gruskovnjak 2016b, 62-64, 85). The inhabitants
of Dolenjska and Posocje enjoyed lively contacts with one
another, which is primarily reflected in imports such as
the cross-shaped strap distributors in Grave R 22 (see
here Mlinar, pp. 119-120, 148-150). Exceptionally, this
exchange of people and/or ideas can also be inferred from
certain allochthonous practices. Grave M 2184 from Most
na Sodi is a possible example of the latter, revealing part
of an unburnt skeleton of an adult man. Inhumation
burial is the rite characteristic of Dolenjska, while the
Sveta Lucija Hallstatt group and the cultural groups in its
immediate vicinity practiced cremation (Gabrovec 1999;
Perego 2010b). Grave M 2184 dates to the same phase as
the two burials with horse remains, i.e. the final part of
the 5% century BC (Sv. Lucija ITb/Ilc; Marchesetti 1893a,
191; Dular, Tecco Hvala 2018, 128-129).

A further contemporaneous parallel between
Poso¢je and Dolenjska is the already mentioned practice
of burying only specific parts of a dismembered horse
cadaver, recorded several times in the cemeteries in
Dolenjska (Toskan 2018, 56-57, Tab. 1 with references).
Such practices are often not readily comprehensible and
hence open to different interpretations. They include
enacting blood rituals, apotropaic burials of select
skeletal elements (such as the head or lower limbs) by
way of pars pro toto, dismembering cadavers so as to
distribute the parts among the participants of a ritual
(god, deceased, mourners) or exposing parts of the
cadaver and picking out select teeth/bones to be used
at a different location or on a different ritual occasion
(for a more comprehensive discussion on the topic, see
Gruskovnjak 2016a with references).

It is presumed that the burial of a horse together
with its master/mistress carried a double meaning in
Iron Age Europe. On the one hand, it is related to the
high, oftentimes highest status of the deceased, while on
the other hand it is believed that a horse facilitated the
journey of the soul of the deceased to the netherworld
(see e.g. Millo 2013, 364; Kmetova 2013a, 73-74). The
latter can be observed through archaeological finds,
figural art and also certain archaeozoological indica-
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tions. An example of the faunal evidence could be the
frequently recorded practice of depositing horse bones
outside the tomb (in the access passage, along tomb
walls, above the cover, in separate burial chambers and
so forth), enabling the soul to more easily ride off to the
other world (Lepetz 2013; Kmetova 2013a, 75-76; also
see e.g. Maggiani 2003). It is probably not a coincidence
that the horse bone assemblages often only consist of
limb bones. A revision of the abundant faunal remains
excavated at Kleinklein, in Steiermark, revealed that
even the most prominent of princely tumuli contained
the remains of sacrificed horses that consisted almost
exclusively of burnt lower limb bones; they were placed
in the access passage and not in the interior of the burial
chamber (Grill, Wiltschke-Schrotta 2013, 45-52).

The symbolic significance of a particular skeletal
element is believed to be closely related to the function
the element or body part has in an animal. A good ex-
ample is canine teeth and claws, which occur in different
mythologies as a symbol of power or hunting/fighting
prowess presumably because of their function in the
animal world. Likewise, the (mainly lower) limb bones
symbolised (swift) movement (Choyke 2010, 210). There
are numerous mythological instances of such thinking,
from the winged sandals of the Greek god Hermes, the
epithet of Achilles as ‘swift-footed, which in Homer
mainly pertains to horses (!), to the rich Indo-European
tradition of perceiving feet as one of the symbols of the
life cycle (Gonzalez [ed.] 2015; Platte 2017). In accord-
ance with this thinking, we may see the assemblage of
horse remains from Grave R 19, predominantly the
bones of the lower part of hind legs, as an attempt to
facilitate or hasten the transition of the soul of the de-
ceased. The position of some of these bones above the
ring of cover slabs, beyond the artificial boundaries of
the grave, may reflect the same aim.

Similarly as the (lower) limb bones of horse can be
seen as symbols of movement and with it the journey of
the soul to the netherworld, the skull or its parts (teeth,
jaws) occurred as a substitute for the whole animal in
numerous ritual contexts of Early Iron Age and other
dates. Compelling evidence of this is the practice of
depositing heads and isolated teeth within cemeteries,
sanctuaries and other cult places of the south-eastern
Alpine and adjacent areas (Facciolo, Fiore, Tagliacozzo
2006, 57-59; Kmetova, Stegmann-Rajtar 2014; Toskan
2017a, 200-202), with the choice of the animal species
not limited to the horse (Facciolo, Fiore Tagliacozzo
2006; Skvor Jernejci¢, Toskan 2018). In view of the
above, is it reasonable to consider this practice in the
interpretation of the horse remains from Grave R 22?

Actually no, even though the six surviving horse
teeth show agreement in both metrics and occlusal
surface wear to suggest a single individual. It is also true
that the grave contained several other skull fragments
of a taxonomically non-identified ‘large herbivore’

that may belong to a horse and possibly even the same
horse.!” The possibility that the whole head or at least
its jaw (cf. Fiore, Salerno, Tagliacozzo 2003, 121) was
placed in or above Grave R 22 thus appears quite likely.
However, all eight vertebrae from the grave probably
also belong to a horse, as well as several rib fragments
(i.e. bones of the chest), a humerus diaphysis and the
proximal radius epiphysis (Fig. 4). Considering that
the assemblage of horse finds from this grave consists
of skull, chest and front limb fragments, the cranial re-
mains cannot be interpreted as a pars pro toto offering.
It is also not a parallel to the independent horse burial
in Grave M 2141, which contained the complete front
part of the animal (Tab. 6). Fresh breaks on numerous
taxonomically identified and non-identified bone finds
from Grave R 22 show rather intense post-depositional
damage (cf. Lepetz 2013, 319), suggesting that the bones
may have been relatively well-preserved and possibly
complete upon deposition. Their dispersion across the
area above the cover slab, however, is too great to sup-
port the hypothesis of a deposition of a (more or less
complete) front part of a horse’s cadaver; the explanation
as a ritual dispersion of ‘isolated’ bones and (possibly)
teeth thus seems more plausible.

Such an interpretation is also possible for the
horse limb bones from Grave R 19. Although they only
comprise the remains of one left and one right leg, the
only retrieved calcaneus, one of the astragali and both
tibia fragments were scattered on top of the cover slabs,
while the other bones of the same legs (i.e. tarsals and
metatarsals) were located in the fill of the grave pit to-
gether with the remaining faunal remains.?’ Taphonomic
observations are thus all the more important to appro-
priately contextualise the horse bones from Grave R 19,
particularly those connected with the damage to both
tibiae and the third metatarsal (fracture outline and
smoothness of bone on fracture surface; cf. Outram
2002). The missing proximal part of both tibiae and the
distal part of the metatarsal indicates that all three bones
were broken before being buried or ritually scattered.
The taphonomic observations show that the breaks oc-
curred on completely dry bones, revealing that old bones
were placed into Grave R 19, obtained during a previous
(very likely also ritual) killing of a horse.

The results of the taphonomic analysis performed
on the tarsal bones correspond with this observation.
Ligaments provide stability to the series of joints be-
tween the distal part of the tibia and the proximal part

19 The recovered small fragment of the upper jaw that
probably belonged to cattle, certainly not a horse, does
allow for a different taxonomic identification of these skull
fragments.

20" Additional evidence of a ritual dispersion of some
of the finds comes from the pieces of intentionally broken
artefacts unearthed above the cover slabs (see here Mlinar,
pp- 54-55).
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of the third metatarsal bone where soft tissue is all but
absent; in cutting this part of the leg, the ligaments have
to be torn or cut in several spots, an action which quickly
damages the bone and leaves behind cut and chop marks
(cf. e.g. Fiore, Tagliacozzo 2006, 454-457). The tarsal
bones from Grave R 19 show no such marks, which
rather points to the ligaments in question being exposed
to gradual disintegration (rotting) for a considerable du-
ration between the initial sacrifice of the animal and the
burial of the deceased in Grave R 19. As with the tibiae,
these bones as well were possibly first stored or exposed
somewhere complete with the soft tissue following the
sacrifice of the horse and only later, after a prolonged
period of time and already more or less devoid of soft
tissue, reused as an offering in the said grave.

What would be the intention of such practice? It is
unlikely for the limb bones from Grave R 19 to repre-
sent the remains of horse hide with several bones of the
lower parts of (hind) limbs still attached. Such practice
is well-known in areas between eastern Europe and the
Far East (see e.g. Pigott 1962; Boyle 1965; Ivantchick
2011); ritual exposition of hide during drying would also
explain the breaks on dry bones. However, such practices
usually leave behind foot bones (metacarpals, metatar-
sals, phalanges) and possibly the skull, but certainly not
tibiae (see e.g. Pigott 1962, 112, 115; Bartosiewicz 2006,
465-467). Moreover, placing a hide complete with the
limb bones would result in them only being found either
under or above the cover slabs, and not both above and
below as is the case in Grave R 19 (Fig. 3).

Yet another explanation, which also does not
exclude the possibility of a direct connection between
horse sacrifice and burial of the deceased woman, is that
the horse bones were placed into and above the grave as
part of certain post-burial activities. Herodotus’ descrip-
tion of the burial of a Scythian king suggests that such
periodically conceived activities in exceptional cases
also involved numerous new sacrifices and exposures of
(parts) of cadavers above the grave, a practice recently
also archaeo(zoo)logically confirmed (Ivantchik 2011).
In analogy, some of the socially prominent individuals
of a considerably lower rank may have been offered at
least some bones of previously (during burial?) sacrificed
animal. There is also a third explanation, in which the
motif for sacrificing a horse and keeping (a selection
of) the bones/parts of the cadaver is not directly linked
to the burial of the deceased in Grave R 19. This expla-
nation suggests that the decision to reuse select horse
bones in this very context was only taken at the death of
the woman buried there. Whatever the case may be, the
horse bones may have been subjected to specific ritual
manipulation during storage aimed at increasing their
magical powers. Such an act, possibly already forming
part of the burial ritual, may be identified in the break-
age of the (by then dried) tibiae and the metatarsal
bone, as well as the separation of the ankle joint. Bone

breaking - similarly as breaking pottery (Perego 2010a,
79) - carries great symbolic meaning in some cultures
(see e.g. Birtalan 2003, 40-41, 46-47, 52-55).

When considering the interpretation of horse re-
mains proposed in connection with the two graves from
Repelc, it is important to establish whether the woman
from Grave R 19 and even more so the adolescent/young
adult individual from Grave R 22 could be perceived
by their community as socially prominent enough to
deserve such honour. There are several indications
that speak in favour of such a hypothesis. The first one
concerns the stone construction in both graves, which
is exceptional for the part of the cemetery excavated
at Repelc, but also for the main part of the necropolis
where more than 6000 investigated graves included
only several ten such examples. A stone construction
was also recorded for the three individual horse burials
where such data are at all available, and for Grave M 379,
above which a horse jaw bone was recovered (Tab. 6).

Also standing apart are the grave goods of Graves
R 19 and R 22, the former including a sherd of a vessel
of polychrome glass and the latter horse gear (see here
Mlinar, Pl. 22C-23A, 23C-24A). This latter is another
parallel with the individual burials of horses from the
main part of the cemetery. The goods from Grave R 19
further comprised five fibula fragments, a bronze basket-
shaped pendant, three fragments of an amber bead, as
many as 18 glass beads preserved to varying degrees and
often burnt, but also a permanent human molar without
traces of fire. The artefact assemblage from Grave R 22
is more modest, but does include an unburnt glass bead
that is believed to have been placed on top of the grave
pit after burial (see here Mlinar, P1. 23C: 11). In this, it
can be directly linked to the deposition of horse remains
from the two here discussed graves and to the horse jaw
bone above Grave M 379 (Tab. 6).

Parallels for depositing objects of different cat-
egories above the grave (above the cover slab, under/
in/above the earth mound) or scattering them on the
ground outside the grave come from the same cemetery
(see here Mlinar, p. 55, 107, 120), but are also known
with the Veneti and other neighbouring Early Iron Age
cultural groups of the south-eastern Alpine area (Perego
2010a, 79; Gabrovec 1960; Gruskovnjak, Omahen,
Toskan 2018; Cresnar et al. 2019, 97). The cemetery at
Pristava in Bled, for example, revealed animal remains
and frequently also other goods that were placed un-
der, in or above the stone heap covering the graves
rather than inside the grave pits (Gabrovec 1960, 45).
Their location on the ‘border’ of the grave pit or at its
entrance probably reflects the desire for protecting the
deceased. The hypothesis of an apotropaic motif of such
depositions is corroborated by individual assemblages
of (primarily hind) foot bones, which mainly comprise
the traditionally symbolic tarsal bones.?!

2l Found above the heap of stones covering Grave 720
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The decision of the mourners to place a fragment
of an amber bead, a bronze basket-shaped pendant, an
unburnt human molar, a selection of horse bones and
particularly numerous burnt glass beads in Grave R 19,
and several horse remains as well as the yellow glass bead
with a blue wavy line in Grave R 22, the latter bead not
burnt and placed on top of the grave only after the burial,
could point to the desire for providing magical protec-
tion (cf. Perego 2010a, 72-73, 79). Glass (and amber)
beads were very frequently used as amulets, particularly
in the graves of women and children (Perego 2010a, 71,
75). A similar interpretation has been put forward for the
isolated human teeth/bones and for depositions of (parts
of) carcasses of ‘magical’ animals (e.g. dogs, wolves, roe
deer, red deer, hens, molluscs, naturally also horses; e.g.
Cherici 1999; Perego 2010a; Gruskovnjak 2016a; Skvor
Jernej¢i¢, Toskan 2018, 257-258).

The obvious concentration and nature of objects
with apotropaic significance leads to the question of who
needed such pronounced protection. Is it the deceased
who could be threatened by forces of evil, or the com-
munity who feared the return of the souls of the two
deceased? The presence of a equine bones alone certainly
does not allow us to completely disregard the latter
possibility (cf. Perego 2010a, 73). The answer could be
in the distribution of the Early Iron Age burials around
the two graves (cf. Perego 2010a, 83-84). Unfortunately,
most of the graves in this area are chronologically un-
determinable and some (N = 7) date to Sv. Lucija IV or
even the Roman period (Fig. 8). Several Late La Téne
and Roman-period graves dug next to or even in Grave
R 22 suggest that the stone construction of Graves R
19 and R 22 may have been visible even then, though
the social memory of the figure of the woman and the
adolescent/young individual buried in the two graves
under discussion presumably already faded away.

Of the altogether five more precisely dated Early Iron
Age burials and pits with goods but no human remains
(see here Mlinar, App. 2), two were unearthed in the area
of Grave R 22 and three others were dug some 10 m to
the east. Together with other Iron Age and Roman period
graves, the last three formed a small group of burials
clearly separated from others in the area of Graves R 19
and R 22. The three precisely dated Early Iron Age buri-
als from the east group are either contemporary with or
slightly later than Grave R 22. Two of the three hold the
remains of a one to six year old child (R 10 and R 16; see
here Leben-Seljak, Tab. 2), while the deceased in the third
one could not be identified neither as to the sex nor the
age as the pit only survived in part and without human
remains; the grave goods are relatively modest (fibula
fragment and rim sherd of a beaker).

were the tarsal bones of at least 19 different calves, as well as
several other bovine foot bones, a few dozen foot bones of
caprines, pigs and red deer, as well as an isolated sheep tooth
(Gabrovec 1960, 24; unpublished data of the author).

The west group of burials included Grave R 23
(dated to Sv. Lucija IIc) located right next to contem-
porary Grave R 22 with horse bones, while Pit R 22A
(dated to Sv. Lucija II¢/III) without recorded human
remains was dug into the upper layers of Grave R 22
(Fig. 8). The goods in both were scarce. Interestingly,
Grave R 23 may have contained two deceased, with a
child buried alongside an adult (?) individual (see here
Mlinar, p. 46). With Graves R 22A and R 23 touching
Grave R 22, the deposition of horse bones and glass
bead was thus probably not motivated by the desire to
magically seal the grave. It is more likely that protection
was intended for the soul of the deceased buried there.
Moreover, if Grave R 23 indeed contained the remains
of a child, the decision for the location of its burial so
close to imposing Grave R 22 could indicate a desire
for added protection of the child’s soul.?? It is possible
that the same reason influenced the choice of the loca-
tion of Grave R 22 in relative proximity to Grave R 19.
As already suggested, the exceptional concentration of
magical items in Grave R 19 should be seen as indica-
tions of a specific status of the woman buried there. As
her grave does not stand in isolation from the rest of
the burials, this status must have been a positive one.

Connecting the ritual offering of horse bones in
Graves R 19 and R 22 with the desire for a magical pro-
tection of both deceased and the individuals buried in
their vicinity brings the interpretative discussion very
close to the one held in connection with the independent
burials of horses from the same necropolis. The horse
burials were seen as forming part of ritual practices of
purification/consecration of certain parts of the cem-
etery and of ancestor worship. The collective character
of sacrificing a horse and/or burial or dispersion of
horse bones initially appears less pronounced in the
case of both graves from Repelc, though appearances
can be deceiving. Particularly in the case of Grave R 19;
analysis has revealed that the horse bones in this grave
were reused at or after this burial and that the ritual (of a
possibly collective?) sacrifice of a horse may have taken
place independently from the death of the woman. Even
if that does not hold true, however, there is a possibility
that the special status of the woman buried in Grave R 19
(also the deceased in Grave R 22?) made her funeral in
itself a collective event that involved all segments of her
community. In this sense, both burials from Repelc may
represent a modernised version of important (and hence
presumably rarely enacted) rituals of the type described
in connection with the independent burials of horses
from Graves M 2141, M 2788 and Sz 592.

22 For the children buried in Graves R 10 and R 16 of
the east group of burials, a similar protection may have been
behind the deposition of eleven and five fragments of glass
beads, respectively (see here Mlinar, Pl. 19A: 8-11, 21B: 2-6).
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CONCLUSION

Any attempt at interpreting the animal remains from
graves, cult places, sanctuaries and so forth is a challeng-
ing undertaking that can, at best, only offer generalised
approximations of the actual ritual practices and their
background. The proposed hypothesis on the significance
of horse remains from Graves R 19 and R 22 should be
viewed in the same sense. After considering a number
of arguments, a hypothetical version of the sacrifice and
subsequent handling of the bone remains of these animals
has been outlined, which is without solid parallels in the
region (cf. Dular 2007; Gruskovnjak 2016a; Bortolami
2017-2018). Literature does offer instances of individual
elements of such a ritual, but not together and in the same
sequence as proposed here. It is clear that Most na Soci
fostered close trading links with regions near and far,
particularly in this period, and that horses were among
the items involved in lively, prestige and lucrative trade
(Gambacurta 2003, 98; Kmetova 2013a; 2013b). Together
with merchandise, people and ideas also travelled along
the same trade routes, which is mirrored in the material
culture. Some common features have also been identi-
fied in the patterns of ritual sacrifice and burial of horses
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