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PREDGOVOR

Clovesko bitje je rojeno v predmetni svet in z odras¢anjem naras-
¢ajo tudi njegovo znanje, spomini, ¢ustva in vrednote, povezane
s predmeti. Ti v Zivljenju posameznika nimajo le prakti¢ne, to je
funkcionalne vrednosti, marve¢ pomembno povezovalno, pa tudi
lo¢evalno vlogo. Pomen predmetov je odvisen predvsem od njih
samih in od kontekstov, od tega, kdo jih izdela in kako, kako se
uporabljajo, sprejemajo ali odklanjajo, izbolj$ujejo, spreminjajo in
prenasajo. Nekateri med njimi imajo za posameznika in skupnost
posebno funkcijo: delujejo kot znaki, s katerimi sporo¢ajo vred-
note, nazore, druzbeni in ekonomski polozaj, etni¢no pripadnost,
verovanje in drugo. Zaradi tega daje materialna kultura vedno
zanesljive podatke o ljudeh - o nas samih, pa tudi o drugih, da-
nes, v preteklosti in tudi v prihodnosti, tako kot npr. predmeti v
muzejih, v trgovinah ali v domacih omarah. Tudi v sodobnosti,
v ¢asu $iritve pomena virtualnega sveta, so predmeti pomemben
del nase eksistence in komunikacije, so vidni, zelo povedni in
razumljivi indikatorji, kaj smo.

Zanimanje za materialno kulturo in preuc¢evanje predmetov
je staro toliko, kolikor je star interes za ljudi kot posameznike in
skupnosti. Ze med zacetniki evropske etnologije je bilo Zivo tudi
zanimanje za predmete in materialno kulturo. Kaj so imeli ljudje
obleceno, kako in kje so Ziveli ter stanovali, kaj je sestavljalo njihove
jedilne obroke, katere in kaksne so bile njihove znacilne prazni¢ne
jedi ter katera orodja in pripomocke so uporabljali pri delu, so samo
nekatera vprasanja, ki so jih preucevali narodopisci in etnologi v
dolgi zgodovini raziskovanja tega podrodja.
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O tem govori tudi ta knjiga, ki skusa predstaviti ne le sodobne
poglede na raziskovanje materialne kulture, temve¢ tudi bogato
zgodovino raziskovanja tega podrocja bivanja. Poznavanje preteklih
sestavin materialne kulture in njenega raziskovanja, po mnenju
avtoric, pojasnjuje tudi danasnje Zivljenje in kulturo, socialne in
regionalne razlike, kakrsne so znacilne tudi za sodobno slovensko
druzbo. Zato lahko zapi$emo, da sta materialni svet in kultura tisti
del nasega bivanja, ki je vseobsegajo¢ in stalen — predstavlja celo-
vitost ¢lovekovega delovanja in opozarja na skupne, prepoznavne
znacilnosti druzbe.

V knyjigi so predstavljene tri etnoloske $tudije — o bivalni, ob-
la¢ilni in prehranski kulturi -, ki z obravnavo materialnih sestavin
govorijo o ljudeh, ¢asu in okolju. Avtorice pri tem obravnavajo in
upostevajo sodobna etnologka izhodi$ca raziskovanja materialne
kulture, ki je v zadnjih desetletjih postala tudi predmet obseznej-
$ih obravnav drugih znanstvenih disciplin, npr. zgodovinopisja,
antropologije, sociologije, kulturologije in drugih. Etnologija kot
veda, ki se z njenim raziskovanjem ukvarja od svojega zacetka,
predstavlja seveda le dolocen tok raziskovanja tega podro¢ja kul-
ture, zelo obsezen, bogat, a morda manj poznan.

Predmeti in z njimi povezano gradivo, viri in upodobitve, ki so
jih etnologi zbirali o materialni kulturi, so deloma predstavljeni tudi
v tej knjigi. Z njo zelimo opozoriti na njihov pomen za razumevanje
kulture Slovenceyv, pa tudi drugih narodov. Kajti materialna kultura
niso samo nemi predmeti, ampak univerzalna govorica - pripoved
o posameznikih in o skupnostih, o njihovem Zivljenjskem slogu in
identiteti, o ekonomskih, druzbenih in zgodovinskih okoli§¢inah
zivljenja. Pripoveduje o individualnih in kolektivnih spominih, o
preteklosti in sedanjosti, o sodobnih praksah memoralizacije in
dedis¢injenja. Zato v ospredju sodobnih etnoloskih raziskovanj
materialne kulture niso le obravnave predmetov samih in tega, kako
jih ljudje ustvarjajo in uporabljajo, marve¢ tudi to, kako predmeti
ustvarjajo ljudi ter $e posebej, kako ustvarjajo razmerja med njimi.

Maja Godina Golija
V Mariboru, septembra 2020
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THE LANGUAGE OF OBJECTS

The monograph The Language of Objects offers an insight into the
various epistemologies of materiality in (Slovenian) ethnology.
Three case studies complement the theoretical introduction and
research overview. Using different epistemic-theoretical approaches,
three authoresses address three fields of material culture (housing,
clothing, food) in three Slovenian regions (Vipava Valley, Ljubljana
and surroundings, Styria).

In the chapter Relationship between Man and Culture,
Vanja Huzjan highlights the claims and approaches to the study
of objects and material culture. She analyses the relationship be-
tween subject (me) and object (non-me, other (s)) established in
earliest childhood, explicates the relationship between “matter”
and “culture” in the term “material culture”, and sheds light on
epistemic horizons in ethnology and other humanities and social
sciences. The central section is devoted to the analysis of the
following relations: (1) between the hermeneutic and structural
approaches, which interpret objects separately or as involved in
systems, but which, according to Michel Foucault, are defined by
the epistemes and respectively enabled by the current discourse;
(2) between the studies of material culture, which emphasize the
materiality of objects and postulate at their extreme that “things
make people” (Daniel Miller), the posthumanist ontological turn
that seeks to transcend the dualism between “concept” and “thing’,
and approaches that take into account the agency of things; (3)
and between (political) economy, within which “things” have a
(material) practical or exchange value, and planetary ecology, or
the mass production of objects to satisfy commodity fetishism
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and the consequent degradation of the environment. The analysis
concludes with a definition of human relations to materiality and
objects driven by instinct and discourse. The (also material) daily
life of humans is created/reproduced within multiform, socially
regulated relations between the satisfaction of personal needs
(given basic material conditions) and (also materialized) social
practices (of control).

In the chapter History of Research into Material Culture in
Slovenia, the authoress Maja Godina Golija notes that interest
in the material circumstances of existence was already expressed
by ancient authors and medieval chroniclers and visitators (in
Slovenian lands, Paolo Santonino). The costumes, dwellings and
foods of the Carniolan population were described in detail by
Johann Weikhard von Valvasor in his Glory of the Duchy of Carniola
(1689). The study of the material elements of culture then blos-
somed - in parallel with the educational efforts in the field of
agriculture (Marko Pohlin), food preparation and household
management (Valentin Vodnik) - in the Enlightenment period
with the works of Anton Tomaz Linhart and Balthasar Hacquet.
Material elements were not in the foreground of interest for col-
lectors of so-called folk treasures in the Romantic period, except
for individual descriptions of traditional costumes (Stanko Vraz)
and those dealing with economic issues, housing and nutrition
(Jozef Kosi¢). The material conditions of the people in Lower
Carniola were then presented comprehensively and critically by
Janez Trdina. Industrialization, urbanization and nationalisms in
the second half of the 19th century, brought a growing interest in
collecting objects related to the rural life of the (recent) past and
the so-called folk creativity, which was claimed as a representation
of the uniqueness and richness of national culture. This was put
forth in Matija Murko’s report from the ethnographic exhibition
in Prague (1896), followed by a study of the history of the houses
in the South Slavs (1905-1906). Museological efforts in this regard
were realized by the Royal Ethnographic Museum in Ljubljana
(founded in 1923). In the first half of the 20th century, Franjo Ba$
already considered the subject matter’s social dimensions in his
regional research of building construction, industrial buildings,
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farm implements, and economic practices. In the second half
of the 20th century, regional research on functional and social
aspects of material culture, especially on food, handicrafts, rural
economy, housing and clothing culture, was conducted by Vilko
Novak, Boris Orel, Fanéi Sarf, Marija Makarovi¢, Anka Novak,
Tone Cevc, Angelos Bas, Gorazd Makarovi¢, Janez Bogataj and
Irena Kersi¢. Contemporary Slovenian ethnological studies of
clothing culture address communicative aspects of clothing in
addition to the political and cultural contexts (e.g. Angelos Bas,
Janja Zagar Grgi¢, Bojan Knific, Katarina Srimpf Vendramin). In
the study of food, food components were examined as markers of
ethnic and social identities (Janez Bogataj, Maja Godina Golija,
Boris Kuhar, Jana Mlakar Adamic, Jernej Mlekuz, Brigita Rajster)
or as part of heritage-making (Maja Godina Golija, Spela Ledinek
Lozej, Sasa Poljak Isteni¢, Nena Zidov). Studies of building and
household culture, next to the typological and functional aspects,
also raise the issues of historical development, social stratification
and conservation practices (Gorazd Makarovi¢, Mojca Ravnik,
Vito Hazler, Jerneja Ferlez, Spela Ledinek Lozej).

Spela Ledinek Lozej in her chapter Housing Culture: The
Fireplace in the Vipava Valley - From the Centre of Daily
Practices to Cultural Heritage outlines the formal and percep-
tual changes related to the fireplace in the 20th century, describing
changes in position, size, materials, equipment; as well as changes
in instrumental use, social role and symbolic dimension, based on
research into household culture and reflection on the multiplication
of institutional and non-institutional practices of cultural heritage.

Vanja Huzjan in the chapter Clothing culture: Appearance
and Care for Garments, presents differences in children’s clothing
from different social classes in Ljubljana and its surroundings in the
first half of the 20th century. She finds that differences in clothing
were most pronounced between rich and poor, urban and rural,
and male and female children, each in relation to status, groom-
ing, and gendered items. The class context appears most evident,
expressed in the undesirable attributes of poor people’s clothing
and the pursuit of fashion signaling wealth.
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Maja Godina Golija in her chapter Food Culture: Pumpkins
and Pumpkin Oil - Production, Uses, Heritage-Making gives
an introductory overview of the premises of ethnological food
research, followed by a treatise on the past and present production
and role of pumpkin oil in local nutrition, as well as in gastronomic,
tourism and identity domains and heritage practices.
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Monografija Govorica predmetov je premisljena strnitev raziskav
razlicnih podob materialne kulture, ki skoz obravnavo materialnih
sestavin na poseben nacin govorijo o ljudeh, razli¢nih ¢asih in razlicnih
druzbenih okoljih. Raziskovanja materialnega sveta se avtorice ne
lotevajo zaradi njega samega, temvec zaradi vloge, ki joima v skupnosti.
Odnos med ¢lovekom in predmetom opazujejo skoz razmerje med
snovjo in kulturo, z analizo razli¢nih raziskovalnih pristopov pa ga
kriticno premisljajo. Z obravnavo zgodovine raziskovanja materialne
kulture in s premisleki danasnjih pogledov osvetljujejo pomen sodobnih
poudarkov v preutevanju materialne kulture oziroma prenosa tezisc s
predmetov na kontekste in ravnanje s predmeti.

Dr. Marija Klobcar

ISBN 978-961-05-0527-3 19€
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