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SPREMNA BESEDA
IN ZAHVALA

V nizu novej$ih objav slovenskih najdis¢ iz mlajse
kamene in/ali bakrene dobe (glej Veluscek 2004a; 2006a;
2009a; Gustin 2005a; Tomaz 2006; Savel 2009a; 2009b;
Plestenjak 2010) je naposled prislo na vrsto tudi arheo-
logko najdis¢e Spaha nad Brezovico pri Predgradu. Gre
za rezultate izkopavanyj, ki so se vrsila od konca sedem-
desetih do sredine osemdesetih let prej$njega stoletja.
Vseskozi jih je vodila arheologinja Greta Hirschbéck -
Merhar, takrat $e v Pokrajinskem muzeju Kocevje, danes
pa v zasluZzenem pokoju.

Prevzemanje gradiva s Spahe se je sprva zdelo kot
dogodivs¢ina brez konca. V primeru, da bi se med ob-
delavo premislili, ne bi bili edini, ki so se gradiva lotili,
a ze kmalu nad njim obupali. Pri nas, na sre¢o, ni §lo v
tej smeri. Sprva smo nekaj let najdbe previdno pregle-
dovali, pripravili $ir$i izbor in jih nato narisali. Ob tem
se je vzpostavila skupina zainteresiranih raziskovalcev,
ki so ob sicer zgolj suhoparnih podatkih o artefaktih,
najdi$¢u na juznih obronkih Kocevske Male gore dali
povsem nov in v marsi¢em presenetljiv pomen.

Za arheologa so kerami¢ne (in tudi druge) najdbe
s Spahe vsekakor precudovite, éeprav zelo fragmenti-
rane. Prelomi so stari, tako da za neko vec¢jo muzejsko
postavitev ni veliko surovine. Pri preucevanju pa je
vendar najprej presenetilo, da je bila Spaha poseljena
kar $tirikrat v prazgodovini in sicer ob koncu mlajse
kamene dobe, najmanj dvakrat v bakreni dobi in zelo
verjetno tudi v obdobju kulture Zarnih grobi$¢ - morda v
njenem zgodnjem delu, ko so iz blizine najdi$¢a na Spahi
arheolosko izpri¢ane najdbe, ki kazejo na jantarsko pot.
Zelo izpovedna se zdi zadnja vloga najdisca, ko je bilo
na njem kresi$ce. Z vrha so opozarjali okoliske vasi na
prihod plenilskih turskih hord. Tu je tudi iskati izvor
imena Spaha. NemsKki glagol spdhen prevajamo z opreza-
ti, samostalnik der Spdher (-s, -) pa v slovens¢ini pomeni
izvidnik. V ta namen je bila postavljena lesena straznica
z zidanim temeljem, ki se je ohranil vse do danes in je
bil pomembna orientacijska toc¢ka pri rekonstruiranju
izkopavanj pred ve¢ kot Cetrt stoletja.

Analiza kerami¢nega gradiva je torej pokazala,
da je bila Spaha poseljena v obdobjih savske skupine,
lasinjske kulture in horizonta keramike z brazdastim
vrezom. Iz teh ¢asovnih horizontov je tudi veliko stevilo
fragmentov zrmelj, ki se jih je zelo verjetno najveckrat
uporabljalo za drobljenje Zit, se pravi za pridobivanje
hrane, ki izhaja iz poljedelstva. Stevilo odlomkov Zrmelj
ne bi bilo presenetljivo, ¢e bi bilo najdi$¢e v ravnini blizu
rodovitne zemlje. Toda Spaha je vrhnji del apnencastega

PREFACE AND
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

In the series of recent publications of Slovenian
sites from the Neolithic and/or Eneolithic (see Velu$cek
2004a; 2006a; 2009a; Gustin 2005a; Tomaz 2006; Savel
2009a; 2009b; Plestenjak 2010) it was finally time for the
archaeological site Spaha above Brezovica pri Predgradu.
These are the results of excavations carried out from the
end of the 70s up until the middle of the 80s of the last
century and were led by the archaeologist Greta Hirsch-
béck - Merhar, then from the Regional museum Ko¢evije,
and today in the well deserved retirement.

The takeover of the material from Spaha seemed at
first like the never-ending story. If we had changed our
minds during the processing we would not have been
the first to take over the material but soon give it all up.
Luckily, it did not turn out this way. We started off with
a few years of careful study of the finds, the preparation
of the narrower selection, and then the drawing. During
this time a group of interested researchers was formed
who, regardless of only the dull artefact data, gave this
site on the southern edge of the Ko¢evska Mala gora a
completely new and in many ways surprising meaning.

For an archaeologist the pottery (and other) finds
from Spaha are most certainly incredible, even if badly
fragmented. Fractures are old, therefore, there is not much
substance for any major museum exhibition. Neverthe-
less, during the research the first thing that surprises is
the fact that Spaha was populated four times in prehistory,
namely in the end of the Neolithic, at least twice during
the Eneolithic, and most probably also during the Urn-
field culture - possibly in its early part when the site near
Spaha reveals archaeological finds testifying to the Amber
route. The last role of the site seems very illustrative since
a beacon was located there. From its top the nearby vil-
lages were alerted about the arrival of plundering Turkish
hordes. The name Spaha also originates from the German
verb spihen, which is translated as to peek, to spy, to patrol,
while the noun der Spdher (-s, -) stands for a scout. For
this purpose a watchtower with built foundation was set
here, which is preserved until the present day and was
an important orientation point for the reconstruction
of excavations of more than a quarter of a century ago.

Pottery analysis showed that Spaha was settled in the
periods of the Sava group, Lasinja culture, and the horizon
of pottery with furrowed incisions. From these time hori-
zons we also find numerous quern fragments which were
probably most frequently used for crushing grain, that is
for acquiring food through agriculture. The number of
quern fragments would not be surprising if this site was
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PREFACE AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

hriba 826 m nad morjem in 600 m nad strugo Kolpe.
O pomembnejsih poljedeljskih povr$inah v blizini tudi
ni vredno izgubljati besed. Je pa zato analiza pokazala,
do so zrmlje in njih odlomki iz surovine, ki lezi manj
kot 2 km pod Spaho pri Knezji Lipi. Domnevamo, da
so jih prazgodovinski naseljenci pridobivali za potrebe
belokranjskih poljedelskih skupnosti. Kot kazejo kera-
micne najdbe, je bila poselitev na Spahi namre¢ veckrat
socasna s poselitvijo Moverne vasi, ene izmed obsezneje
raziskanih poselitvenih tock v Beli krajini.

Druga ugotovitev se zdi $e bolj Sokantna, a hkrati
zelo zanimiva. Na Spahi je bilo odkritih ve¢ kamnitih
sekir. Med njimi so tudi take iz surovin od dale¢. Najbolj
izstopa sekira iz “belega kamna”, ki posnema obliko ce-
vljarskega kopita. Z najdis¢ prve polovice 5. tiso¢letja pr.
Kr. na zahodnem in osrednjem Balkanu jim pripisujejo
vlogo nadomestka za bakreno orodje. Se pomembneje
paje, da nasa sekira z omenjenih obmodij zelo verjetno
izvira. Kot kaze keramika, so tudi ljudje na Spaho prisli
zvzhoda oz. jugovzhoda, najverjetneje nekje z juznopa-
nonskih ravnic. O povezavi med bakrom in omenjeno
kamnito sekiro govori karta razprostranjenosti bakrenih
sekir tipa Plo¢nik. Slovenskim najdi$¢em najblizja najd-
ba te vrste je najdena takoj ez mejo pri Catezu. Ali so
bili prvi, pa tudi kasnejsi, naseljenci na Spahi v osrednji
in juzni Sloveniji iskalci bakra? Zanesljivega odgovora
v zborniku ne bomo nasli. Vsekakor pa se zdi, da je v
to smer z raziskavami vredno nadaljevati. Zbornik je
vsekakor zanimiv, saj ponuja veliko odgovorov, $e ve¢
pa odpira vprasan;.

Ob koncu se najprej zahvaljujem vodji izkopavanj
Greti Hirschback - Merhar, ki je odstopila gradivo za
obdelavo. Zahvala gre tudi avtorjem prispevkov, ki jih
navajam po abecednem vrstnem redu: Antonio Alberti,
Federico Bernardini, Gabriella Demarchi, Angelo De
Min, Maruska Di Remigio, Pavel Jamnik, Emanuela
Montagnari - Kokelj, Borut Toskan, Janez Turk in Matija
Turk. Brez njihovega doprinosa bi bil ta zbornik vsebin-
sko zelo prazen. Zahvala gre tudi Tamari Korosec, ki je
pripravila slikovno gradivo, Mateji Belak, ki je zbornik
oblikovala, in Maji Suznik, ki je slovensko besedilo je-
zikovno pregledala ter poskrbela za prevode.

Zahvala gre tudi sofinancerju Javni agencij za
knjigo, ki je prispevala sredstva za tisk zbornika, in Se
predvsem Agenciji Republike Slovenije za raziskovanje,
ki je preko raziskovalnih projektov in programov $tudijo
na gradivu s Spahe dejansko omogocila.

Anton Veluscek
Ljubljana, marec 2011

located on the flatland near fertile soil. But Spaha is the top
part of a limestone hill 826 m above sea level and 600 m
above the Kolpa riverbed. There are no significant farming
surfaces in the vicinity while the analysis had shown that
the querns and its fragments are made of raw material
which can be found less than 2 km away from Spaha at
Knezja Lipa. We assume that the prehistoric settlers made
querns for the needs of agricultural communities in Bela
krajina. As revealed by the pottery finds the settlement at
Spaha was several times contemporary to the settlement
of Moverna vas, one of the most extensively researched
settlement points in Bela krajina.

The second finding seems even more shocking but
at the same time very interesting. Several stone axes were
discovered at Spaha. Among them are also such made of
raw materials from afar. The axe made of “white stone”
imitating the form of a shoe tree stands out the most. At
the sites from the first half of the 5 millennium BC in
the western and central Balkans these axes are assigned
the role of a copper tool substitute. And what is even
more important, our axe most probably also originates
from the mentioned area. From the pottery we can see
that also people came to Spaha from the east or south-
east, most probably from the south-Pannonian flatlands.
The map of dispersion of type Plo¢nik axes testifies to
the connection between copper and the discussed stone
axe. The nearest find of this type to the Slovenian sites
was found right across the border at Catez. Were the first
and also later settlers at Spaha in the central and south-
ern Slovenia copper seekers? There will be no definite
answer to this question in this monograph. Nevertheless,
it seems worth to continue the research in this direction.
Thus this monograph is extremely interesting since it
offers many answers but poses even more questions.

Firstly I would like to thank the head of excava-
tions Greta Hirschbédck - Merhar who kindly handed
us the material for processing. My thanks extend also
to the writers of the articles whom I enumerate in the
alphabetical order: Antonio Alberti, Federico Bernar-
dini, Gabriella Demarchi, Angelo De Min, Maruska Di
Remigio, Pavel Jamnik, Emanuela Montagnari - Kokelj,
Borut Toskan, Janez Turk, and Matija Turk. Without
their contributions this monograph would have lacked
content. A great thanks also to Tamara Korosec who
prepared the graphic material, to Mateja Belak who
designed the monograph, and to Maja Suznik who
proof-read the Slovenian texts and provided translations.

Many thanks also to the co-financer the Slovenian
Book Agency which contributed funds for the print-
ing of this monograph, and first and foremost to the
Slovenian Research Agency which through research
projects and programmes actually enabled the study of
the material from Spaha.

Anton Veluscek
Ljubljana, March 2011



1. SPAHA NAD BREZOVICO
PRI PREDGRADU
SKOZI CAS -
PRAZGODOVINSKA
POSELITVENA TOCKA
IN NJEN POMEN

1. SPAHA ABOVE BREZO-
VICA PRI PREDGRADU
THROUGH TIME -
PREHISTORIC
SETTLEMENT POINT
AND ITS MEANING

Anton VELUSCEK

Izvlecek

V prispevku predstavljamo geografske in druge okoljske
znacilnosti Kocevske, t. j. pokrajine, kjer se nahaja arheolosko
najdis¢e Spaha. Malostevilna arheoloska najdisca kazejo na to,
da je pokrajina arheolosko $e vedno relativno slabo poznana.

Poselitev na Spahi se je skoncentrirala v $tirih arheoloskih
in enem zgodovinskem obdobju, od neolitika do zacetka novega
veka, in ni bila kontinuirana. Analiza najdb razkriva izjemno
stratesko lego najdisc¢a ob poti prvih iskalcev bakra na tem ob-
modju in v blizini nahajali$¢a klasti¢nih kamnin, ki so uporabne
za zrmlje. Gre za dejavnika, ki sta bila zagotovo odlocilna pri
poselitvi na tem zanimivem, a skalnatem in za Zivljenje tezkem
svetu 826 m nad morjem.

Klju¢ne besede: prazgodovinska visinska poselitev, kresisce
iz 16. stoletja, iskalci bakra, surovina za zrmlje.

1.1 UVOD

Arheolosko najdis¢e Spaha se nahaja na rahlo dvi-
gnjenem juznem platoju StraZe (834 m n. m.) na Spahi!
ali Gradischu? (826 m). Straza je eden izmed kopastih

! Ime Spaha najbrz izvira iz nemske oblike glagola opre-
zati spdhen, oz. iz samostalnika izvidnik der Spdher (-s, -),
kar potrjuje vlogo Spahe kot kresiS¢a oz. izvidnice (straznice)
proti Turkom, o ¢emer pricajo arheoloske ostaline in listine
iz obdobja turskih vpadov (glej Simoni¢ 1939, 78-80).

2 Kocevski urbar iz 16. stoletja Spaho omenja kot Gradi-
sch (Simoni¢ 1939, 80, 90; Hirschback - Merhar 1979, 232).

Abstract

This article presents geographic and other environmental
characteristics of the Kocevska (Gottschee), i.e. the region where
the archaeological site Spaha is located. A small number of ar-
chaeological sites indicate that this region is archaeologically still
relatively poorly known.

The settlement of Spaha was concentrated in four archaeo-
logical and one historical period, from the Neolithic to the be-
ginning of the Early Modern Period, and was not continual. The
analysis of finds reveals an extraordinary strategic location of the
site, along the road of the first copper prospectors in this area and
near the deposits of clastic rocks, which are used to make querns.
These are the two factors that were surely decisive for the popula-
tion of this interesting, yet rocky and difficult to live at world 826
m above sea level.

Keywords: prehistoric hilltop settlement, 16 century bea-
con, copper prospectors, raw material for querns.

1.1 INTRODUCTION

The archaeological site Spaha is located at a
slightly raised plateau of Straza (834 m a.s.l.) at Spaha!
or Gridisch? (826 m). Straza is one of the domed tops of

! The name Spaha probably originates from the German
form of the verb to peek spdhen, or from the noun scout der
Spdher (-s, -), which confirms the role of Spaha as a beacon or
a watchtower location against the Turks, which is also attest-
ed by the archaeological remains and documents from the
period of the Turkish invasions (see Simoni¢ 1939, 78-80).

2 Kocevje land registry from the 16" century refers to
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SI. 1.1: Zemljevid juzne Slovenije s Spaho. Podlaga: Solska karta socialisticne republike Slovenije, v merilu 1 : 500 000, Ljubljana 1981
Fig. 1.1: A map of southern Slovenia with Spaha. From Solska karta socialisticne republike Slovenije, scale 1 : 500 000, Ljubljana 1981.

vrhov Kocevske Male gore, ki se po dinarski smeri iz
jugovzhoda proti severozahodu nadaljuje v nekoliko
vi$je, prav tako kopasto oblikovane vrhove, kot sta npr.
Gri¢ (953 m) in Vidrov vrh (938 m), in nato v Malo goro
(964 m) (sl. 1.1).3

Vrh Straze dominira nad Poljansko dolino, ki lezi
na nadmorski vi$ini med pribl. 400 in 450 m nad Kolpo
(pribl. 200 m), od katere je po zra¢ni liniji oddaljen
slabih 7 km. Najblizje naselje je bil Prerigelj na jugoza-
hodnem pobo¢ju (pribl. 710 m n. m.), ki je bil leta 1942
opuscen in pozgan.t

Straza, z arheologkim najdi$¢em Spaha, se nahaja
v jugovzhodnem delu pokrajine, ki jo poznamo kot
Kocevska. Gre za dinarsko pokrajino, kot jo je definiral
znani slovenski geograf A. Melik.® Po novi regionaliza-

3 Atlas Slovenije, Ljubljana 1985.
4 Hrvatin 2001, 444.
5 Po Kladnik, Perko 2001, 21, 23.

10

Kocevska Mala gora, which along the Dinaric direction
from the southeast towards the northwest continues into
asomewhat higher but also dome-shaped tops, e.g. Gri¢
(953 m) and Vidrov vrh (938 m), and then into Mala
gora (964 m) (Fig. 1.1).3

The top of Straza dominates above Poljanska
dolina which is located at an altitude between approx.
400 and 450 m above the river Kolpa (approx. 200 m),
from which it is less than 7 km straight line away. The
nearest hamlet was Prerigelj on the south-western slope
(approx. 710 m a.s.l.) which was deserted and burned
down in 19424

Straza, with the archaeological site Spaha, is located
in the south-eastern part of the region known to us as
the Kocevska. This is a Dinaric region as it was defined

Spaha as Gridisch (Simonic¢ 1939, 80, 90; Hirschback - Mer-
har 1979, 232).

3 Atlas Slovenije, Ljubljana 1985.

4 Hrvatin 2001, 444.
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cijski shemi® je naravnogeografsko gledano sestavljena
iz delov treh pokrajinskih enot:

1. Mala gora, Kocevski rog” in Poljanska gora

2. Ribnisko-kocevsko podolje

3. Velika gora, Stojna in Gotenigka gora.

V osrednjem delu najdemo pretezno ravninsko
Kocevsko polje, ki se proti severozahodu nadaljuje v
Ribnisko polje. Na vzhodu in severu pokrajine sta Mala
gora in Kocevski rog. Na zahodu in jugozahodu se §irita
hribovita Stojna in Goteniska dolina. Juzna meja obmo-
¢ja pa je nad reko Kolpo pri Bilpi, kjer reka tece skozi
ozko sotesko in nato na odprtem v Beli krajini pri Metliki
pot nadaljuje na Hrvasko ter se pri Sisku izliva v Savo.

1.2 GEOGRAEFSKI ORIS

Na vzhodnem in severnem delu Kocevske v na-
ravnogeografski pokrajinski enoti zimenom Mala gora,
Kocevski rog in Poljanska gora® najdemo dinarsko po-
krajino, ki obsega kragki svet planotastih in slemenastih
pogorij ter vmesnih podolij in suhih dolin.

Najstarejse kamnine, permske glinovce in kreme-
nove pescenjake, najdemo samo v blizini Knezje Lipe.
Veliko vecji obseg ima zgornjetriasni in jurski dolomit.
V Kocevskem rogu se pojavlja v $irsi okolici Mirne gore.
Skoraj celotna Mala gora ter ve¢ina Kocevskega roga
pa sta iz jurskega in krednega apnenca, ki v pokrajini
prevladuje. V blizini Starega Brega in opusc¢enega naselja
Rdeci Kamen se pojavljajo tudi zgornjekredni laporji,
eocenski fli$ni laporji in pes¢enjaki. V geoloski prete-
klosti so bili sicer odlozeni na celotnem obmocju, danes
pa so zaradi erozije ohranjeni v obliki skromnih zaplat.

Manjsi osrednji del Kocevske predstavlja Ko¢evsko
polje,? pribl. 72 km? velika ravnina, ki je na jugovzhodu
$e posebej razgibana. Polje skoraj na vseh straneh ob-
dajajo planotasti, a tudi bolj strmi vrhovi. Stejemo ga
med robna razto¢na polja z nepropustnimi kamninami
na dnu. Obsezen osrednji del polja zavzemajo jezerske
usedline, ki so se odlagale od miocena do kvartarja.
Severovzhodno od Kocevja je najti tudi trdne kredne
karbonatne kamnine. Vzhodni rob je iz krednih apnen-
cev in apnencastih bre¢, ki jih marsikje pokrivajo debele
plasti pliocenskih in pleistocenskih rdecih ilovic. Pri
Kocevju pa najdemo nahajalis¢a rjavega premoga in
lignita miocenske oz. pliocenske starosti.

¢ Glej Perko, Kladnik 2001.

7 Za podroben geografski oris obmocja, glej $e diplom-
sko delo P. Gostincar, Geomorfoloske znacilnosti Kocevske-
ga roga in Kocevske Male gore, Ljubljana 2009 (http://geo.
ffuni-lj.si/pisnadela/pdfs/dipl_200905_petra_gostincar.pdf.)

8 Pri opisu naravnogeografskih danosti osrednjega in
vzhodnega dela Kocevske besedilo povzemamo po Hrvatin
2001, 436-446.

° Pri opisu naravnogeografskih danosti Kocevskega polja
besedilo povzemamo po Topole 2001, 426-434.

by the well-known Slovenian geographer A. Melik.> Ac-
cording to the new regionalisation scheme? it is physio-
geographically composed of parts of three regional units:

1. Mala gora, Koc¢evski rog, and Poljanska gora

2. Ribnisko-koc¢evsko podolje

3. Velika gora, Stojna, and Goteniska gora.

In the central part we find the predominantly flat
Kocevsko polje which continues into Ribnisko polje
towards the north-west. At the east and north part of
the region are Mala gora and Kocevski rog. At the west
and south-west are the hilly Stojna and Goteniska dolina.
The southern border of this area is situated above the
river Kolpa at Bilpa, where the river runs through the
narrow gorge and then continues its way in the open in
Bela krajina near Metlika towards Croatia and finally
flows into the Sava at Sisak.

1.2 GEOGRAPHIC DESCRIPTION

In the eastern and northern part of the Kocevska,
in the natural geographic regional unit named Mala
gora, Kocevski rog, and Poljanska gora’” we encounter
a Dinaric landscape which includes the Karstic world
of plateau and ridge mountain ranges and intermediate
depressions and dry valleys.

The oldest rocks, Permian mudstones and quartz
sandstones, can be found in the vicinity of KnezZja Lipa.
There is much more of Upper Triassic and Jurassic
dolomite. At Kocevski rog it appears in the wider sur-
roundings of Mirna gora. Almost entire Mala gora and
most of Kocevski rog are of Jurassic and Cretaceous
limestone, which is prevalent in this landscape. Near
Stari Breg and the abandoned settlement of Rde¢i Ka-
men also Early Cretaceous marls, Eocenous flysch marls,
and sandstones appear. In the geological past they were
deposited in the entire area but are today due to erosion
preserved only in the form of modest patches.

The smaller, central part of the Kolevska is the
Kocevsko polje,® approx. 72 km? big plain which is espe-
cially diverse in the south-east. The plain is from almost
all sides encompassed by plateau-like but steeper peaks.
It is classified as a border polje with impermeable rocks
at the bottom. The vast central part is composed of lake
sediments which were deposited from the Miocene until
the Quaternary. Northeast to Kocevje solid Cretaceous
carbonate rocks can be found. The east edge is made of
Cretaceous limestones and limestone breccias, which
are in many places covered by thick layers of Pliocene

> Po Kladnik, Perko 2001, 21, 23.

¢ See Perko, Kladnik 2001.

7 The description of natural-geographic characteristics
of the central and eastern part of the Kocevska according to
Hrvatin 2001, 436-446.

8 The description of natural-geographic characteristics of
the Kocevsko polje according to Topole 2001, 426-434.
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Na skrajnem zahodnem in jugozahodnem delu
Kocevske, v naravnogeografski pokrajinski enoti z
imenom Velika gora, Stojna in Goteniska gora'?, prevla-
dujejo obsezna planotasta hribovja s strmimi in slabo
raz¢lenjenimi pobodji, ki jih lo¢ujejo zakrasela podolja
z uvalami in suhimi dolinami ter ravniki, med katerimi
je posebno velik Kocevskoreski, ki se vlece od Jelenovega
Zleba med Gotenisko in Veliko goro vse do Verderbske
gore, kjer se strmo prevesi v sotesko reke Kolpe.

Tudi na tem obmocju prevladujejo karbonatne
kamnine. Triasne kamnine najdemo v dolini Kolpe in
v okolici Kostela. Bolj v notranjosti so mlajse jurske in
kredne kamnine. V osr¢ju Stojne najdemo sklenjene
kredne apnence. Gre za obmodje, kjer je podobno kot v
Kocevskem rogu in na Mali gori veliko brezen in kraskih
jam, med katerimi se pojavlja tudi ve¢ ledenih jam.

Na vzhodnem in zahodnem oz. jugozahodnem
delu Kocevske so povrsinski vodni tokovi zelo redki.
Se najve¢ jih najdemo v obliki potokov, ki za kratko
tecejo po nepropustnih kamninah med Nemsko Loko in
Mozljem ter jugovzhodno od Kocevske reke. Drugod pa
se povrsinske vode v glavnem pojavljajo le na obrobju v
obliki mo¢nih kraskih izvirov na stiku med prepustnim
in neprepustnim svetom. Zaradi prevlade karbonatnih
kamnin se namre¢ vedji del vode pretaka globoko v
kraskem podzemlju. Ponekod se iz njih razvijejo potoki,
ki dovajajo vodo predvsem Kolpi, ta pa se v mogo¢ni
soteski prebija skozi kraski svet. Njen pretok mocno
niha. Viska sta v novembru (125 m3/s) in marcu (110
m?/s), nizek pa julija (27 m?¥/s).

Pomembna vodna zila na Kocevskem polju je
Rinza. Vodo dobiva iz ve¢ kragkih izvirov, ki se napajajo
na Stojni, ob mo¢no naraslem vodovju pa preko apnen-
Castega praga tudi iz Ribniskega polja. Po 11 km toku
ponikne severno od Crnega Potoka. Ob naraslih vodah
podaljsuje tok po zozenem podolju proti jugovzhodu do
Livolda in celo v pas triasnih dolomitov do Mozlja. Na
dan pride ponovno kot izvir Bilpe, kjer se kmalu nato
izlije v Kolpo. Vzhodno od Kocevja se nahajajo Zeljnske
jame, ki merijo v dolzino 1600 m. Njihove vode podze-
mno odtekajo v porecje reke Krke.

Na pretezno razgibanem svetu seZejo najvisji
vrhovi v Ko¢evskem rogu in na Stojni preko 1000 m.
Razmeroma ravno dno Kocevskega polja je na visini
pribl. 460-480 m. Struga reke Kolpe pa je, kot receno,
na visini pribl. 200 m.

Strme kopaste vrhove in strme dele pobodij
planotastih hribovij prekriva plitva rendzina. Za po-
ljedelstvo ugodne obdelovalne zemlje je razmeroma
malo. Najdemo jo na osrednjem delu Kocevskoreskega
ravnika in drugih ve¢jih ravnih delih povrsja kot so npr.
Koprivnigko polje in posamezni predeli Kocevskega
polja. Odeja prsti vecinoma ni sklenjena, saj je zaradi

10 Pri opisu naravnogeografskih danosti zahodnega in

juznega dela Kocevske besedilo povzemamo po Kladnik
2001, 414-424.

and Pleistocene red loams. Near Kocevje deposits of
brown coal and lignite of the Miocene or Pliocene age
are located.

At the utmost western and southwestern part of
the Kocevska, in the natural-geographic regional unit
called Velika gora, Stojna, and Goteniska gora’ exten-
sive plateau-like hills with steep and not very uneven
slopes are prevalent and are separated by the depres-
sions with dolinas, dry valleys, and corrosional plains,
among which the Kocevska Reka one is especially big
and spreads from Jelenov Zleb between Goteniska and
Velika gora all to Verderbska gora where it steeply falls
into the gorge of the river Kolpa.

Carbonate rocks also prevail here. Triassic rocks
can be found in the valley of the Kolpa and in the vi-
cinity of Kostel. More towards the inland are younger
Jurassic and Cretaceous rocks. In the heart of Stojna
Cretaceous limestones can be found. This is the area
where, similar to Ko¢evski rog and Mala gora, there are
numerous abysses and Karstic caves, several of which
are also ice caves.

Atthe eastern and western or south-western part of
the Kocevska surface water flows are very rare. Most of
them are streams which for a short period flow over the
impermeable rocks between Nemska Loka and Mozelj
and southeast of Ko¢evska Reka. Elsewhere surface wa-
ters mainly appear only at the edge in the form of strong
Karstic springs at the contact between permeable and
impermeable world. Due to the prevalence of carbonate
rocks the greatest part of water flows deep in the Karstic
underground. From these waters sometimes streams
develop which supply water mostly to the Kolpa, the
river which makes its way through the Karstic world in
a majestic gorge. Its flow varies significantly. Its peaks are
in November (125 m3/s) and March (110 m?/s), while
its lowest point is in July (27 m%/s).

An important water vein at the Kocevsko polje is
the Rinza. Its water is supplied by many Karstic springs
at Stojna and during the heavily risen waters also over
the limestone rock barrier from the Ribnisko polje. After
the 11 km flow it disappears north of Crni Potok. Dur-
ing risen waters it prolongs its flow along the narrowed
depression towards the southeast to Livold and even into
the band of Triassic dolomites to Mozelj. It resurfaces
as the spring of the Bilpa and soon after flows into the
Kolpa. East of Kocevje, Zeljnske jame are located which
are 1600 m long. Their waters flow into the river basin
of the river Krka subterraneanly.

At the mostly uneven terrain the highest peaks in
Kocevski rog and at Stojna reach over 1000 m. The rela-
tively flat bottom of the Kocevsko polje is at the height
of approx. 460-480 m. The Kolpa riverbed is, as stated
before, at approx. 200 m.

° The description of natural-geographic characteristics of
the western and southern parts of the Kocevska according to
Kladnik 2001, 414-424.
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moc¢ne zakraselosti povrsje kamnito in gosto prepredeno
zapnencevimi skalnimi ¢oki. Prst je skeletna in se v vecji
koli¢ini pojavlja le v posameznih skalnih zZepih.

O preteklem okolju za Kocevsko ni podatkov. Pa-
linologka analiza!! dveh vrtin iz bliznje, a za Kocevsko
ne povsem primerljive Bele krajine kaze, da so bile za
obdobje pred ve¢ kot pribl. 8750 leti znacilne drevesne
vrste kot so lipa, hrast, brest, leska in smreka. Med pribl.
8750 in 7600 pred sedanjostjo je prevladoval bukov gozd
z ob¢asnimi ¢istinami, ki so nastale zaradi pozigalnistva.
Pojavi se tudi Ze prvi pelod zit, kar je presenetljivo, saj
odgovarjajocih najdis¢ iz tistega ¢asa ne poznamo.!? Za
obdobje med pribl. 7500 in 7000 je znacilen upad bukve
in bolj odprta krajina. Med pribl. 7000 in 6700 pride
do ponovnega zara$c¢anja gozda z leskovo in bukovo
fazo. Pribl. 6700 in 5700 je za vzor¢no obmocje v Mlaki
znacilna gabrova faza. Opazen je tudi ¢lovekov vpliv na
okolje, z najvecjo intenziteto okoli 6100 let pred seda-
njostjo, ko se je kr¢ilo gabrov gozd s pozigalnistvom ali
se¢njo. Med pribl. 5700 in 4800 prevladuje bukov gozd,
opazen je tudi zmanjsan pritisk ¢loveka na okolje. Do
$e vec¢jih sprememb pa pride med pribl. 4800 in 4500
pred sedanjostjo, saj je zaznati upad bukve in narascanje
vrednosti peloda jelke.

Pelodna diagrama kazeta tudi na nekdanje kli-
matske razmere.!* V obdobju po pribl. 6700 do pribl.
6000-5700 pred sedanjostjo je prevladovala bolj suha
klima. Medtem ko naj bi bilo po obdobju pred pribl.
6000 do 5700 leti nekaj ¢asa bolj vlazno.

Danes na Kocevskem gozdovi porascajo vse visje
reliefne oblike, planote, bolj oddaljene in odro¢ne pre-
dele ter bolj strm svet. Delez gozda zadnja desetletja
ponovno nara$ca in znatno presega dve tretjini povrsja.
Najve¢ je smreke, bukve in jelke. V vi§jih legah nad 700
m prevladuje dinarski me$ani gozd bukve in jelke. Pod
700 m so predvsem bukovi gozdovi.

Za Kocevsko je znacilno celinsko podnebje. Na
nekaterih obmo¢jih prihaja do temperaturnega obrata,
zato je visje topleje kot v nizini. Na obmocju Kocevskega
roga pa je vidji svet nekoliko hladnejsi. Zime so dolge
in ostre. Koli¢ina padavin niha med 1300 in 1600 mm.
Najmanj padavin je pozimi in $e te so v glavnem v obliki
snega, ki v povprecju obleZi po ve¢ mesecev.

Danes najgosteje poseljeni so Kocevsko polje in
druga prometno dostopnejsa ter bolj uravnana obmocja
(npr. Kocevskoreski ravnik in Koprivnisko polje).

Cez Kocevsko potekajo tudi pomembne prometne
poti.!* Danes najpomembnejsa prometnica tece iz smeri
Ljubljane preko Ribnice, Ko¢evja in Banja Loke mimo
Kostela na Petrino ob Kolpi in se nato nadaljuje, nekaj
¢asa po dolini Kupice, proti Delnicam ter dalje v Kvar-

1 Andri¢ 2007a, tab. 1; glej $e Andri¢ 2007b; Mason, An-
dri¢ 2009.

12 Glej $e Andri¢ 2007a, 185, tab. 1.

13 Andri¢ 2007a, 185, 186.

4 Atlas Slovenije, Ljubljana 1985.
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Steep cumulous peaks and steep parts of slopes
of plateau-like hills are covered by shallow rendzina.
There is little land appropriate for agriculture. It can
only be found at the central part of the Kocevska Reka
corrosional plain and other major flat parts of the sur-
face, such as the Koprivnisko polje and individual parts
of the Kocevsko polje. The cover of soil is mostly not
unified for the surface is rocky and thickly intertwined
with limestone rock monadnocks. The soil is skeletal
and mostly appears solely in individual rock pockets.

There are no data for the Kocevska regarding the
past environment. Palinological analysis!® of two drills
from the nearby but for the Kocevska not completely
comparable Bela krajina shows that in the period of
more than approx. 8750 years ago typical tree spe-
cies were: lime, oak, elm, hazel, and spruce. Between
approx. 8750 and 7600 before the present the beech
forest was prevalent with occasional clearings created
by the slash and burn agriculture. The first pollen of
wheat also appears, which is surprising since we do not
know of any matching sites from this time.!! For the
period between approx. 7500 and 7000 the decrease of
beech and the appearance of a more open landscape is
characteristic. Between approx. 7000 and 6700 there
occurs a new overgrowth of forest with hazel and beech
phase. Approx. 6700 and 5700 is for the sample area at
Mlaka characteristic the hornbeam phase. The human
influence on environment is also noticeable, its greatest
intensity being around 6100 years before the present
when the hornbeam forest was cleared with slash and
burn agriculture or felling. Between approx. 5700 and
4800 the beech forest prevails and a decreased pressure
from the humans to the environment can be noticed.
Even greater changes occur between approx. 4800 and
4500 before the present when a decrease in beech and
increase in fir pollen values appear.

Pollen diagrams also point to the past climatic con-
ditions.!? In the period after approx. 6700 until approx.
6000-5700 before the present a drier climate prevailed,
while after the period before approx. 6000 to 5700 years
there were damper conditions for a while.

Today in the region of Kocevje all higher relief
forms, plateaus, more distant and remote parts, and the
steeper world are overgrown by forests. The proportion
of forest has been increasing again in the recent decades
and significantly exceeds two thirds of the surface.
Spruce, beech, and fir prevail. In higher locations above
700 m the Dinaric mixed forest of beech and fir prevails.
Below 700 m there are mostly beech forests.

The Kocevska has a continental climate. In some
areas the temperature inversion occurs which makes it
warmer in the higher areas than below. In the area of

10 Andri¢ 2007a, Tab. 1; see also Andri¢ 2007b; Mason,
Andri¢ 2009.

11 See also Andri¢ 2007a, 185, Tab. 1.

12 Andri¢ 2007a, 185, 186.
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nerski zaliv. Od te glavne poti je treba omeniti odcep
pri Livoldu. Pelje mimo Mozlja, Knezje Lipe, se pod
Strazo nad Brezovico z arheoloskim najdi§¢em Spaha
usmeri bodisi proti severu na Koprivnisko polje bodisi
proti vzhodu v Belo krajino ali pa proti jugovzhodu
v Poljansko dolino na Predgrad in nato po strmem
pobo¢ju v nekoliko bolj odprto dolino reke Kolpe,
katere dolina se kmalu zatem, po nekaj kilometrih, ko
reka ponovno tece po ozki soteski, na $iroko odpre pri
Gribljah v Beli krajini.!> Naslednja vazna prometnica se
od glavne poti odcepi severno od kocevske zelezniske
postaje v smeri proti severovzhodu in gre prek Male gore
(484 m), Smuke (472 m) ter pri Dvoru (192 m) doseze
dolino reke Krke.

1.3 ARHEQLOSKA NAJDISCA
NA KOCEVSKEM (sl. 1.2)

1. Spaha nad Brezovico pri Predgradu

Visinska naselbina in izvidni$ka tocka (kresisce); neolitik
(savska skupina), eneolitik (lasinjska kultura, horizont keramike
z brazdastim vrezom), bronasta doba (kultura Zarnih grobi§¢) in
16. stoletje po Kr.

Vir: ta zbornik; glej $e Simoni¢ 1939; P. Petru, Brezovica pri
Predgradu, v: Arheoloska najdis¢a Slovenije, 1975, 244; Dular 1985,
97, sl. 13; 88; Mason 1994, 188, sl. 2: 11; 3: 10; 2008, 21, zemljevid
1: 10; Mason, Andri¢ 2009, 332, sl. 3: 14.

2. Prerigel (Prerigelj)

Posamezna najdba (Zelezna suli¢na ost - NM Ljubljana, inv.
§t. P 12291); starejsa zelezna doba.

Vir: E Truhlar, Prerigel, v: Arheoloska najdis¢a Slovenije,
1975, 238.

3. Knezja Lipa

Naselbina(?); prazgodovina.

Vir: V. Stare, Knezja Lipa, v: Arheoloska najdis¢a Slovenije,
1975, 238.

4. Rimsko (Remergrunt), (v kraju)

Naselbina(?); prazgodovina(?).

Vir: E Truhlar, Remergrunt, Kocevje, v: Arheoloska najdisca
Slovenije, 1975, 238.

5. Rimsko (Remergrunt), (v gozdu ob cesti Ko¢evje-Cr-
nomelj)

Grobisce (gomile); prazgodovina.

Vir: E Truhlar, Remergrunt, v: Arheoloska najdisca Slovenije,
1975, 238.

6. Rajndol

Grobisce (gomile); neopredeljeno.

Vir: V. Stare, Rajndol, v: Arheoloska najdiséa Slovenije,
1975, 238.

7. Mozelj

Naselbina(?); prazgodovina.

Vir: V. Stare, Mozelj, v: Arheoloska najdisca Slovenije, 1975,
238.

8. Mozelj

Posamezna najdba (novec Vespazijana); antika.

Vir: Kos 1988, 418.

9. Crni potok pri Kocevju

Naselbina(?); prazgodovina.

Vir: V. Stare, Crni potok pri Kocevju, v: Arheoloska najdis¢a
Slovenije, 1975, 237.

15 Mason 2008, 17.
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Kocevski rog the higher land is somewhat colder. Win-
ters are long and severe. The amount of rainfall swings
between 1300 and 1600 mm. The least rainfall is during
the winter and even those are usually in the form of snow
which generally persists there for months.

Today the Kocevsko polje and other easily acces-
sible and more flattened areas (e.g. Ko¢evska Reka cor-
rosional plain and the Koprivnisko polje) are densely
populated.

Important traffic routes cross the Kocevska.!® The
most important road today runs from the direction
of Ljubljana past Ribnica, Kocevje, and Banja Loka
past Kostel and Petrina at the river Kolpa and then
continues, for a while through the valley of the Kupica,
towards Delnice and further on to the Kvarner gulf.
We need to mention the exit towards Livold. It runs
past Mozelj, Knezja Lipa, under Straza above Brezovica
with the archaeological site Spaha where it directs either
towards the north to the Koprivnisko polje or towards
the east into Bela krajina or towards the southeast into
the Poljanska dolina to Predgrad and then along the
steep slope into a somewhat more open valley of the
river Kolpa - the valley of which soon after, when the
river again runs through a narrow gorge, opens widely
at Griblje in Bela krajina.!* The next important route
exits from the main road north of the Kocevje railway
station in the direction towards the northeast and runs
over Mala gora (484 m), Smuka (472 m), and near Dvor
(192 m) reaches the valley of the river Krka.

1.3 ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES
IN KOCEVSKA (Fig. 1.2)

1. Spaha above Brezovica pri Predgradu

Hilltop settlement and watch-out spot (beacon); Neolithic
(the Sava group), Eneolithic (the Lasinja culture, horizon of pot-
tery with furrowed incisions), Bronze Age (the Urnfield culture),
and the 16 century AD.

Source: this monograph; see also Simoni¢ 1939; P. Petru,
Brezovica pri Predgradu, in: Arheoloska najdis¢a Slovenije, 1975,
244; Dular 1985, 97, Figs. 13; 88; Mason 1994, 188, Figs. 2: 11;
3:10; 2008, 21, map 1: 10; Mason, Andri¢ 2009, 332, Fig. 3: 14.

2. Prerigel (Prerigelj)

Chance find (iron spear point - NM Ljubljana, inv. no. P
12291); Early Iron Age.

Source: E Truhlar, Prerigel, in: Arheoloska najdis¢a Slovenije,
1975, 238.

3. Knezja Lipa

Settlement(?); prehistory.

Source: V. Stare, Knezja Lipa, in: Arheoloska najdisca Slov-
enije, 1975, 238.

4. Rimsko (Remergrunt), (in the hamlet)

Settlement(?); prehistory(?).

Source: F. Truhlar, Remergrunt, Kocevje, in: Arheoloska
najdisca Slovenije, 1975, 238.

13 Atlas Slovenije, Ljubljana 1985.

14 Mason 2008, 17.
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SI. 1.2: Karta arheologkih najdi$¢ od neolitika do antike na Kocevskem. Ve¢fazna najdis¢a so oznacena samo s prvo fazo.
Najdig¢a: 1 - Spaha, 2 — Prerigel (Prerigelj), 3 - KneZja Lipa, 4, 5 - Rimsko (Remergrunt), 6 — Rajndol, 7, 8 - Mozelj, 9 - Crni
potok pri Kocevju, 10 - Dolga vas, 11 — Meresloh ali Medvedova oz. Crna jama, 12, 13 - Kocevje, 14 — Grémanova jama, 15 -
Stara cerkev, 16 — Gorenje, 17 — Ciganska jama, 18 - Gorenja Topla reber, 19 - Mala kneZja jama, 20 — Topli vrh, 21 - Spodmol
pri Macesnovi gorici, 22, 23 - Mackovec, 24, 25 — Koprivnik, 26 — Sv. Kriz nad Straznjim vrhom.

Fig. 1.2: A map of archaeological sites from the Neolithic until the Antiquity in the Kocevska. Multi-phase sites are marked only
by the first phase.

Sites: 1 - Spaha, 2 - Prerigel (Prerigelj), 3 - KneZja Lipa, 4, 5 — Rimsko (Remergrunt), 6 - Rajndol, 7, 8 - Mozelj, 9 - Crni potok
near Kocevje, 10 — Dolga vas, 11 — Meresloh or Medvedova or Crna jama, 12, 13 - Kocevje, 14 - Gr¢manova jama, 15 - Stara
cerkev, 16 — Gorenje, 17 — Ciganska jama, 18 — Gorenja Topla reber, 19 - Mala kneZja jama, 20 - Topli vrh, 21 - Spodmol pri
Macesnovi gorici, 22, 23 - Mackovec, 24, 25 - Koprivnik, 26. Sv. Kriz above Straznji vrh.
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10. Dolga vas

Naselbina(?); prazgodovina.

Vir: V. Stare, Dolga vas, v: Arheoloska najdis¢a Slovenije,
1975, 237.

11. Meresloh ali Medvedova oz. Crna jama

Jamsko najdi$¢e(?); neopredeljeno (prazgodovina ali antika).

Vir: glej poglavije 2, v tem zborniku.

12. Kocevije (zelezniska proga)

Posamezna najdba (antenski me¢ — NM Dunaj, inv. §t.
70132); bronasta doba (kultura zarnih grobis¢ - Ha B).

Vir: V. Stare, Kocevje, v: Arheoloska najdis¢a Slovenije, 1975,
237; Sinkovec 1995, 111, t. 32: 219.

13. Kocevje

Posamezne najdbe (novci Nerve, Trajana, Antonina Pija in
dva necitljiva - izgubljeni); antika.

Vir: V. Stare, Kocevje, v: Arheoloska najdis¢a Slovenije, 1975,
237; Kos 1988, 418.

14. Grémanova jama

Jamsko najdis¢e (poselitveni prostor(?)); prazgodovina
(bronasta doba(?)).

Vir: glej poglavje 2, v tem zborniku.

15. Stara cerkev

Naselbina, grobisce (gomile); prazgodovina.

Vir: V. Stare, Stara cerkev, v: Arheoloska najdiséa Slovenije,
1975, 237.

16. Gorenje (za hi$o J. Hrena)

Grobisce (gomila); starejSa zelezna doba(?).

Vir: V. Stare, Gorenje, v: Arheoloska najdis¢a Slovenije,
1975, 237.

17. Ciganska jama

Jamsko najdiS¢e (poselitveni prostor, grobisce(?)); mlajsi
paleolitik, neolitik (savska skupina), eneolitik (lasinjska kultura,
horizont keramike z brazdastim vrezom) in novi vek.

Vir: glej poglavje 2, v tem zborniku.

18. Gorenja Topla reber (sv. Peter)

Visinska naselbina(?); antika.

Vir: T. Knez, Gorenja Topla reber, v: Arheoloska najdisca
Slovenije, 1975, 237.

19. Mala knezja jama

Jamsko najdisce (poselitveni prostor); prazgodovina.

Vir: glej poglavje 2, v tem zborniku.

20. Topli vrh

Visinska naselbina; prazgodovina (neolitik in/ali eneolitik).

Vir: T. Knez, Novi Tabor, v: Arheoloska najdisca Slovenije,
1975, 244; Dular 1985, 102, sl. 97; 2001, 94, sl. 15; Mason 1994,
188, s1. 2: 125 3: 12; 2008, 21, zemljevid 1: 12; Mason, Andri¢ 2009,
332, sl. 3: 19; Kriz 2009b, 51; 2009¢, 63.

21. Spodmol pri Macesnovi gorici

Jamsko najdiS¢e (poselitveni prostor(?)); prazgodovina
(verjetno eneolitik ali bronasta doba).

Vir: glej poglavje 2, v tem zborniku.

22. Mackovec (pri vasi)

Naselbina; prazgodovina.

Vir: V. Stare, Mackovec, v: Arheoloska najdiséa Slovenije,
1975, 237.

23. Mackovec (na njivah)

Grobisce; antika.

Vir: V. Stare, Mackovec, v: Arheoloska najdiséa Slovenije,
1975, 237.

24. Koprivnik (okolica)

Naselbina(?); prazgodovina.

Vir: V. Stare, Koprivnik, v: Arheoloska najdiséa Slovenije,
1975, 238.

25. Koprivnik (pri vasi)

Grobisce; antika.
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5. Rimsko (Remergrunt), (in the forest along the road
Kocevje-Crnomelj)

Burial ground (mounds); prehistory.

Source: F. Truhlar, Remergrunt, in: Arheoloska najdis¢a
Slovenije, 1975, 238.

6. Rajndol

Burial ground (mounds); undefined.

Source: V. Stare, Rajndol, in: Arheoloska najdiséa Slovenije,
1975, 238.

7. Mozelj

Settlement(?); prehistory.

Source: V. Stare, Mozelj, in: Arheoloska najdis¢a Slovenije,
1975, 238.

8. Mozelj

Chance find (coin of Vespasian); antiquity.

Source: Kos 1988, 418.

9. Crni potok near Kocevije

Settlement(?); prehistory.

Source: V. Stare, Crni potok pri Kocevju, in: Arheoloska
najdisca Slovenije, 1975, 237.

10. Dolga vas

Settlement(?); prehistory.

Source: V. Stare, Dolga vas, in: Arheoloska najdis¢a Slovenije,
1975, 237.

11. Meresloh or Medvedova or Crna jama

Cave site(?); undefined (prehistory or antiquity).

Source: see chapter 2, in this monograph.

12. Kocevije (railroad)

Chance find (antenna sword - NM Dunaj, inv. no. 70132);
Bronze Age (the Urnfield culture - Ha B).

Source: V. Stare, Kocevje, in: Arheoloska najdisca Slovenije,
1975, 237; Sinkovec 1995, 111, P1. 32: 219.

13. Kocevje

Chance finds (coins of Nerva, Trajan, Antoninus Pius, and
two illegible - lost); antiquity.

Source: V. Stare, Kocevje, in: Arheoloska najdiséa Slovenije,
1975, 237; Kos 1988, 418.

14. Grémanova jama

Cave site (settlement area(?)); prehistory (Bronze Age(?)).

Source: see chapter 2, in this monograph.

15. Stara cerkev

Settlement, burial ground (mounds); prehistory.

Source: V. Stare, Stara cerkev, in: Arheoloska najdis¢a Slov-
enije, 1975, 237.

16. Gorenje (behind J. Hren’s house)

Burial ground (a mound); Early Iron Age(?).

Source: V. Stare, Gorenje, in: Arheoloska najdis¢a Slovenije,
1975, 237.

17. Ciganska jama

Cave site (settlement area, burial ground(?)); Upper Palaeo-
lithic, Neolithic (the Sava group), Eneolithic (the Lasinja culture,
horizon of pottery with furrowed incisions), and Modern Period.

Source: see chapter 2, in this monograph.

18. Gorenja Topla reber (St Peter)

Hilltop settlement(?); antiquity.

Source: T. Knez, Gorenja Topla reber, in: Arheoloska najdisca
Slovenije, 1975, 237.

19. Mala kneZja jama

Cave site (settlement area); prehistory.

Source: see chapter 2, in this monograph.

20. Topli vrh

Hilltop settlement; prehistory (Neolithic and/or Eneolithic).

Source: T. Knez, Novi Tabor, in: Arheoloska najdis¢a Slov-
enije, 1975, 244; Dular 1985, 102, Fig. 97; 2001, 94, Fig. 15; Mason
1994, 188, Figs. 2: 12; 3: 12; 2008, 21, map 1: 12; Mason, Andri¢
2009, 332, Fig. 3: 19; Kriz 2009b, 51; 2009c¢, 63.
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Vir: V. Stare, Koprivnik, v: Arheoloska najdis¢a Slovenije,
1975, 238.

26. Sv. Kriz nad Straznjim vrhom

Visinska naselbina; (pozna)bronasta in/ali Zelezna doba.

Vir: Dular 1985, 63, sl. 5: 22, 6-11, 27; Dular, Tecco - Hvala
2007, 350, sl. 275; Mason 2008, 25, zemljevid 2: 8.

1.4 SPAHA V PROSTORU IN CASU

Arheoloske raziskave na Spahi, ki jih je od leta 1979
do 1984 vodila Greta (Margareta) Hirschbéck - Merhar,
so razkrile ve¢slojno prazgodovinsko najdi$ce in ohra-
njen zidan temelj straZnice iz obdobja turskih vpadov.

Najstarej$o poselitev na Spahi oz. prvo poselitveno
fazo datiramo v savsko skupino.!® V tem obdobju so bile
na zgornjem naselbinskem platoju postavljene najmanj 3
oz. 4 hise in zelo verjetno tudi kamniti zid, ki je varoval
naselje nalazje dostopnih mestih. Najboljse analogije za
keramiko smo nasli v Moverni vasi, Ozlju, na Resniko-
vem prekopu in Gradcu pri Mirni. Na njej prevladujejo
vrezani motivi v kombinaciji z odtisi. Nekoliko drugace
je na bolj oddaljenih najdiscih, kot sta Catez - Sredno
polje in Ptujski grad, kjer so odtisi pogostejsi okrasni
motiv. Tako se, vsaj na prvi pogled, izrisujeta najmanj
dve obmoc¢ni varianti savske skupine, a je zaradi stanja
raziskav, predvsem mnozine neobjavljenih najdb, do
dokon¢nega sklepa treba $e pocakati.

Zelo zanimiv rezultat je dala tudi tipoloska analiza
keramike, ki v nasprotju z mnenjem vecine slovenskih
raziskovalcev tega obdobja,!” savsko skupino postavlja
za socasno poznolengyelskim (Lengyel III) najdis¢em
na severovzhodu Slovenije in zahodu Madzarske, MOG
IIb in Wolfsbach v Avstriji in $e posebej kulturi Sece ter
4. stopnji sopotske kulture na Hrvaskem,'® kjer je najti
veliko analogij tudi za ornament na keramiki in ne v
glavnem samo za oblike.!

Spaha je bila drugic¢ obljudena v obdobju zgodnjega
eneolitika.?’ Poselitev je bila $e vedno skoncentrirana
na vrhnjem platoju. Stevilo ugotovljenih lokacij, kjer so
bile postavljene hise, se poveca na 6, kot kazejo tkalske
uteZi so se v eni izmed njih ukvarjali s tkanjem.?! Na
podlagi vertikalne in horizontalne stratigrafije sklepamo,
da v tem obdobju zgornjega naselbinskega platoja zelo
verjetno ne obdaja ve¢ kamniti zid. Arheoloske najdbe
nedvomno kazejo na vasico lasinjske kulture. Najblizje
analogije smo nasli v Moverni vasi, Ljubljansko barje pa
npr. taksne keramike ne pozna.

Koliko ¢asa je obstajala vasica lasinjske kulture ni
mogoce ugotoviti, dejstvo je, da se poselitev na Spahi
zelo verjetno obnovi v obdobju keramike z brazdastim

16 Glej poglavije 5, v tem zborniku.

17" Glej npr. Gustin 2005a.

18 Glej poglavije 5.3.1, v tem zborniku.

19 Prim. z Markovié 1994, t. 13; 18; 19a; 19b.
20 Glej poglavje 5.2, v tem zborniku.

21 Glej poglavje 3.3.2.5, v tem zborniku.
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21. Spodmol pri Macesnovi gorici

Cave site (settlement area(?)); prehistory (probably Eneo-
lithic or Bronze Age).

Source: see chapter 2, in this monograph.

22. Mackovec (near the hamlet)

Settlement; prehistory.

Source: V. Stare, Mackovec, in: Arheoloska najdisca Slovenije,
1975, 237.

23. Mackovec (in the fields)

Burial ground; antiquity.

Source: V. Stare, Mackovec, in: Arheoloska najdisca Slovenije,
1975, 237.

24. Koprivnik (surroundings)

Settlement(?); prehistory.

Source: V. Stare, Koprivnik, in: Arheoloska najdisca Slovenije,
1975, 238.

25. Koprivnik (near the hamlet)

Burial ground; antiquity.

Source: V. Stare, Koprivnik, in: Arheoloska najdisca Slovenije,
1975, 238.

26. Sv. Kriz above Straznji vrh

Hilltop settlement; (Late) Bronze and/or Iron Age.

Source: Dular 1985, 63, Figs. 5: 22, 6-11, 27; Dular, Tecco -
Hvala 2007, 350, Fig. 275; Mason 2008, 25, map 2: 8.

1.4 SPAHA IN TIME AND SPACE

The archaeological research at Spaha, which was
from 1979 until 1984 led by Greta (Margareta) Hirsch-
béck - Merhar, revealed a multi-layered prehistoric site
and a preserved built foundation of a watchtower from
the period of the Turkish invasions.

The oldest settlement at Spaha or the first settle-
ment phase is dated to the Sava group.'® In this period at
the upper settlement plateau at least 3 or 4 houses were
built and very probably also a stone wall to protect the
settlement at the more easily accessible points. The best
analogies for pottery were found in Moverna vas, Ozalj,
at Resnikov prekop, and Gradec near Mirna. Incised
motives in combination with imprints prevail. The situa-
tion at some of the further away sites like CateZ — Sredno
polje and Ptujski grad is slightly different because here
imprints appear as a more frequent decoration. Thus,
at least at the first sight, there are at least two regional
variants of the Sava group, nevertheless, primarily due
to the multitude of unpublished data the final conclusion
is yet to be made.

The typological analysis of pottery also yielded
very interesting results which, contrary to the belief
of most Slovenian researchers of this period,'® places
the Sava group as contemporary to Lengyel III sites in
the northeast of Slovenia and western Hungary, MOG
IIb, and Wolfsbach in Austria, and especially the Sece
culture and the phase 4 of the Sopot culture in Croatia,'”

15 See chapter 5, in this monograph.
16 See e.g. Gustin 2005a.
17 See chapter 5.3.1, in this monograph.
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vrezom. Keramike iz tega ¢asa je malo. Predpostavlja-
mo, da sta bili postavljeni najmanj 2 hi$i. Pomembno je
tudi, da sta bila v tem ¢asu obljudena tako zgornji kot
severni del spodnjega platoja. Analogije za keramiko
so v Ciganski jami, Moverni vasi, na Gradcu pri Mirni,
Ljubljanskem barju, Gradi$¢u nad De$nom in po drugih
najdiscih tega ¢asa v osrednji, severovzhodni in tudi Ze
zahodni Sloveniji.

Proti pri¢cakovanjem?? je bila Spaha obljudena
tudi v obdobju kulture zarnih grobis¢, na kar kaze sicer
majhno $tevilo najdb, ki so bile odkrite pri izkopu sonde
I11.2% Zadnje gradbene aktivnosti pa moremo postaviti
v ¢as turskih vpadov, najverjetneje v 16. stoletje, ko so
na zgornjem prazgodovinskem naselbinskem platoju
postavili leseno straznico, katere kamnit temelj se je
ohranil do danes.?*

Relativnokronolosko datacijo vec¢kratnih poselitev
na Spahi smo dopolnili tudi z absolutnokronoloskimi
podatki. Ker radiokarbonskih datumov s Spahe nimamo,
smo se v analizi sklicevali za posamezno poselitveno fazo
na datume s tipolosko “soc¢asnih” najdi$¢ po Sloveniji in
tudi Sir$e. Pri tem smo se omejili na neolitik in eneolitik.

Po podatkih, ki smo jih zbrali, moremo savsko
skupino in s tem tudi najstarej$o poselitev na Spahi
okvirno postaviti v drugo cetrtino 5. tisocletja, v raz-
pon med 4712 in 4547 pr. Kr., 0z. med 4726 in 4504,
¢e upostevamo celoten nabor tudi “problemati¢nih”
datumov.? Veliko mlaj$a je naselbina lasinjske kulture.
Glede na datume iz Slovenije - verjetni razpon med
4366 in 4080 pr. Kr. - in sosednjih obmo¢ij govorimo o
obdobju zadnje Cetrtine 5. in o zaletku 4. tisocletja.?® Iz
druge Cetrtine 4. tiso¢letja so najdbe horizonta keramike
zbrazdastim vrezom. Radiokarbonske datacije kazejo na
verjetni razpon med 3775 in 3519 pr. Kr., kar potrjujejo
tudi rezultati arheolosko-dendrokronoloskih raziskav
koli$¢ na Ljubljanskem barju.?’

Kakor je razvidno, absolutni datumi pritrjujejo
relativni kronologiji, da je savska skupina starejsa od
lasinjske kulture in slednja od horizonta keramike
z brazdastim vrezom. Pri natan¢nejSem pregledu in
primerjavah s podatki z obmocij izven Slovenije pa se
na videz idealna kronoloska shema zaplete. Najve¢ ne-
ujemanja je pri umescanju savske skupine. Na podlagi
tipoloske analize govorimo o naslednjem horizontu:
Savska skupina — Lengyel III - MOG IIb - Wolfsbach
— Sece — Sopot 4 - Tiszapolgar. Radiokarbonski datumi
kazejo na drugacno socasnost: Savska skupina — Lengyel
III - MOG Iain Ib - Sopot II-B - pozni neolitik in delno
Proto-Tiszapolgar na vzhodu Madzarske. Razlogov za

22 Glej npr. Dular 1985, 97; 2001, 94.

23 Glej poglavje 5.3.1, v tem zborniku.

24 Simonic¢ 1939, 80; glej 3e poglavje 3: sl. 3.5 in 3.6, v tem
zborniku.

%5 Glej poglavje 5.3.2.1 in fab. 5.4: 10,11, v tem zborniku.

26 Glej poglavje 5.4, v tem zborniku.

27 Glej poglavje 5.4, v tem zborniku.

where many analogies can be found also for the pottery
ornament and not just for the shapes.'®

Spaha was populated for the second time in the
period of the Early Eneolithic.!” The settlement was
still concentrated at the top plateau. The number of
discovered locations with houses increases to 6, due to
the discovery of weaving weights we can say that one
of them was the place for weaving.?’ On the basis of the
vertical and horizontal stratigraphy we conclude that in
this period the upper settlement plateau is very probably
no longer surrounded by a stone wall. Archaeological
finds undoubtedly point to a hamlet of the Lasinja cul-
ture. The closest analogies were found in Moverna vas,
whereas the Ljubljansko barje, for example, does not
know such pottery.

It is impossible to determine how long the village
of the Lasinja culture existed but the fact is that the
settlement at Spaha was most probably renewed in the
period of the horizon of pottery with furrowed incisions.
Pottery from this time is scarce. We assume that there
were at least 2 houses. It is also important that at that
time both, the upper and the northern part of the lower
plateau, were populated. Analogies for pottery are in
Ciganska jama, Moverna vas, Gradec near Mirna, at the
Ljubljansko barje, Gradi$ce above Desen, and other sites
of this time in the central, north-eastern, and already
also in the western Slovenia.

Contrary to the expectations?! Spaha was popu-
lated also in the period of the Urnfield culture; the basis
for this conclusion are a small number of finds discov-
ered in trench I11.22 The last building activities can be set
in the time of the Turkish invasions, most probably in
the 16 century, when a wooden watchtower was built
on the upper settlement plateau and the foundation of
which is preserved until the present day.*

Relative chronological dating of multiple set-
tlings of Spaha has been supplemented by the absolute
chronological data. Since we do not have radiocarbon
dates from Spaha the analysis used for every individual
settlement phase dates from the typologically “simul-
taneous” sites in Slovenia and wider. Here we limited
ourselves to the Neolithic and Eneolithic.

According to the gathered data the Sava group
and thus also the oldest settlement at Spaha can be
approximately set into the second quarter of the 5%
millennium, between 4712 and 4547 BC or between
4726 and 4504, if we consider the complete set of also
“problematic” dates.?* Much younger is the settlement of

18 Cf. Markovi¢ 1994, Pls. 13; 18; 19a; 19b.

19 See chapter 5.2, in this monograph.

20 See chapter 3.3.2.5, in this monograph.

2l See e.g. Dular 1985, 97; 2001, 94.

22 See chapter 5.3.1, in this monograph.

23 Simoni¢ 1939, 80; see also chapter 3: Figs. 3.5 and 3.6,
in this monograph.

24 See chapter 5.3.2.1 and Tab. 5.4: 10,11, in this monograph.
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neujemanje zaenkrat ne znamo pojasniti, je pa ocitno.
To je razvidno tudi iz absolutnih datumov za grobisce
Varna I, ki je relativnokronolosko postavljeno najbolj
zgodaj na konec tiszapolgarske kulture, radiokarbonski
datumi pa kazejo na korelacijo s prototiszapolgarskim
horizontom, na ¢as 46. in prve polovice 45. stoletja pr.
Kr.2 Presenetljivo je tudi, da je pri lasinjskih datumih in
datumih iz drugih realtivhokronolosko so¢asnih kultur
zaznati ve¢jo skladnost. V Sloveniji, na Hrvaskem, jugoza-
hodnem Slovagkem, v zahodni Panoniji na Madzarskem
in delno v Avstriji govorimo o obdobju zadnje Cetrtine 5.
in o zacetku 4. tisocletja pr. Kr. Presenetljivo in hkrati ne-
sprejemljivo je, da se npr. hrvaski radiokarbonski datumi
za lasinjsko kulturo prekrivajo z datumi stopnje Sopot I1I
po S. Dimitrijevi¢u, zato J. Balen upravi¢eno meni, da se je
zivljenje klasi¢ne sopotske kulture koncalo do najkasneje
okoli leta 4500,% kar se vsekakor prekriva z absolutno in,
delno, tudi relativno kronologijo®® savske skupine.
Radiokarbonsko datiranje je pokazalo Se na druge
pomanjkljivosti, ki so sicer bolj lokalnega znacaja in
bodo verjetno odpravljene po objavi najdb z najdis¢, ki
jih omenjamo v nadaljevanju. Mi. Horvat je pri tipolo-
$ki opredelitvi “neolitskega” kerami¢nega gradiva iz SE
002/1/1 z najdis¢a Col 1 pri Podgracenem ugotovila,
da so v tej stratigrafski enoti naleteli na ponovitev ke-
ramicnih oblik, kakr$ne srecamo v Cetrti in deloma peti
fazi Moverne vasi (SE 050 in 022) in delno najstarejSem
horizontu pokopov v Ajdovski jami (SE 044).3! “Tako
lahko, ob upostevanju stratigrafsko in oblikovno opre-
deljene lonc¢enine iz omenjenih najdis¢, keramicni zbir
dokumentiran v najdis¢u Col 1 uvrstimo na prehod iz
srednjega v pozni neolitik, s tem, da moramo pretezni
del kerami¢nega zbira vseeno uvrstiti v mlajsi neolitik ”32
Kar je, ¢e ni¢ drugega, vsaj presenetljivo, saj so najnovejsi
radiokarbonski datumi pokazali, da je verjetni razpon
pokopov v Ajdovski jami - $lo naj bi za stratigrafsko in
kulturno lo¢ena horizonta SE 044 in 043, v kar se sicer
dvomi®* - treba zoziti v interval od 10-20 let in to v
obdobju okoli leta 4300 pr. Kr.3* Tako se zastavlja vec¢
vprasanj. Kako to, da izkopavalci niso prepoznali analo-
gij za najdbe iz SE 002/1/1 tudi v t. i. kerami¢nem zbiru

28 Glej poglavie 5.3.2.4, v tem zborniku; Yerkes, Gyucha,
Parkinson 2009, 1071.

29 Balen et al. 2009, 35.

30 Glej Markovi¢ 1994, 85, ki I11. stopnjo sopotske kultu-
re po Dimitrijevi¢u deli na stopnji 3 in 4, slednja pa je relativ-
nokronolosko socasna kulturi Sece.

31 Mi. Horvat (2009, 31) na drugem mestu pise, da je
keramika iz Cola 1 pri Podgracenem primerljiva najdbam
iz pete in Seste faze v Moverni vasi in mlajse faze pokopov
v Ajdovski jami, kar pa ne spremeni vsebine tega odstavka,
nasprotno, zdi se, da ti podatki Se bolj potrjujejo pravilnost
nasega razmisljanja.

32 Horvat 2005, 153.

33 Glej Culiberg, Horvat, Sercelj 1992, sl. 2; Horvat 2005,
153; 2009, 28 in prim. z Bonsall et al. 2007, 730.

34 Bonsall et al. 2007, 734.

the Lasinja culture. Considering the dates from Slovenia
— the probable range between 4366 and 4080 BC - and
neighbouring areas we are dealing with the period from
the last quarter of the 5 and beginning of the 4 millen-
nium.?® Finds from the horizon of pottery with furrowed
incisions originate from the second quarter of the 4t
millennium. Radiocarbon dates indicate the probable
range between 3775 and 3519 BC, which is confirmed
also by the results of the archaeo-dendrochronological
research of pile-dwellings at the Ljubljansko barje.?

As seen above, the absolute data agree with the
relative chronology that the Sava group is older than
the Lasinja culture and the latter also from the horizon
of pottery with furrowed incisions. The more precise
inspection and comparison with the data from areas
outside Slovenia immediately complicate the seemingly
ideal chronological scheme. The greatest discrepancies
occur with the positioning of the Sava group. Based
on the typological analysis we speak about the fol-
lowing horizon: the Sava group - Lengyel III - MOG
IIb - Wolfsbach - Se¢e - Sopot 4 - Tiszapolgar. Ra-
diocarbon data indicate a different simultaneity: the
Sava group - Lengyel III - MOG Ia and Ib - Sopot
II-B - Late Neolithic and partly Proto-Tiszapolgar in
the east of Hungary. The reasons for this discrepancy
cannot be explained at the moment but it is an obvious
one. This is clear also from the absolute dates for the
cemetery of Varna I which is relatively chronologically
set at the earliest to the end of the Tiszapolgar culture,
while the radiocarbon dates point to the correlation
with the Proto-Tiszapolgar horizon, to the time of the
46" and the first half of the 45 century BC.?’ It is also
surprising that the Lasinja dates and dates from other
relatively chronologically simultaneous cultures show
greater congruity. In Slovenia, Croatia, south-western
Slovakia, western Pannonia in Hungary, and partly also
in Austria we speak about the period of the last quarter
of the 5" and the beginning of the 4™ millennium BC. It
is surprising and unacceptable that for example Croatian
radiocarbon dates for the Lasinja culture overlap with
the dates of Sopot III phase according to S. Dimitrijevi¢,
therefore J. Balen justifiably believes that the life of the
classic Sopot culture ended at the latest around 4500,
which certainly overlaps with the absolute and, partly,
also relative chronology? of the Sava group.

The radiocarbon dating also revealed other im-
perfections, which are of a more local character and

% See chapter 5.4, in this monograph.

26 See chapter 5.4, in this monograph.

27 See chapter 5.3.2.4, in this monograph; Yerkes, Gy-
ucha, Parkinson 2009, 1071.

28 Balen et al. 2009, 35.

2 See Markovi¢ 1994, 85, who divides phase III of the
Sopot culture according to Dimitrijevi¢ into phases 3 and 4,
the latter being relatively chronologically simultaneous to the
Sece culture.
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mlaj$ega horizonta pokopov,® tj. v SE 0432 Kako dolgo
¢asovno obdobje opisuje nastajanje SE 002/1/1 z najdisca
Col 12 Ali je res mogoce v keramiki, ki je absolutnokro-
nolosgko ozko datirana v manj kot deset do dvajsetletno
obdobje, prepoznavati znacilnosti prehoda iz srednjega
v mlajsi neolitik oz. pretezno mlajSega neolitika?3® Ali
je vecstoletna sekvenca neolitskih poselitvenih faz Mo-
verne vasi,”’ glede na zgoraj zapisano in interpretacijo
nekoga, ki je dober poznavalec osrednjeslovenske neo-
litske keramike, realnost ali zgolj fikcija?

Rezultati nasih analiz torej kazejo, da sta vrhnja
platoja Spahe veckrat sluzila kot prostor za bivanje.
Ob tem se ne moremo izogniti klju¢nemu vprasanju
o razlogu(-ih), zaradi katerega je bilo najmanj petkrat
izbrano ravno to mesto.

Prvi in hkrati najverjetnejsi razlog moremo iskati
v vlogi, ki jo je Spaha imela v obdobju turskih vpadov
v 15. in 16. stoletju,*® ko je bila na zgornjem platoju
arheoloskega najdisc¢a postavljena lesena straznica z
zidanim temeljem. Z njega so domaci podlozniki lahko
ze od dale¢ in s tem Se pravocasno opozarjali na plenilske
turske horde, ki so prihajale z juga, sprva bolj po Poljan-
ski dolini in kasneje vec¢krat mimo Kostela, ali se preko
Kocevske vracale s pohoda na sever.?® O tem izérpno
pise L. Simoni¢,* ki posredno, sklicujo¢ se na kocevski
urbar, navaja, da je bila na Spahi (Gradischu) organizi-
rana strazarska sluzba, v mirnem casu s posadko 6 moz,
v sovrazni nevarnosti pa kar z 18 mozmi, ki je morala
straziti, patruljirati in paziti na kresove, da so svojega
pravocasno prizgali podlozniki iz KneZje Lipe, Preriglja
in Nemske Loke. Zaradi tega so bili celo oprosc¢eni davka
in so leta 1574 prosili komisarja $e za nadaljnjo oprosti-
tev. O velikem pomenu te sluzbe govori tudi podatek,
da so s tega hriba dajali poroc¢ila Vinici, Beli krajini in
Kostelu ter Modrusu in Ozlju na Hrvaskem, s strelom
pa znak za zazig kresov pri Mozlju, Skrilju, Rogatem
hribu, Ribnici in preko Turjaka Ljubljani.

Na pomembno stratesko lego Spahe kaze tudi
razporeditev arheologkih najdi$¢ na tem obmodju v
neo- in eneolitiku. Poleg naselbine na Spahi je v smeri
proti jugu na 550 m visokem hribu tik nad Kolpo stalo
manjse naselje Straza nad Gorenjimi Radenci.*! V smeri
proti vzhodu, torej neposredno proti Beli krajini, kjer so

izpricana naselja kot npr. Rzis¢e (oz. RZis¢a),*? Gradac®

35 Kar sicer kasneje prepozna tudi sama Mi. Horvat (glej
op. 31 in Horvat 2009, 28).

36 Glej $e Horvat 2009, sl. 5.

37 “Long-term” po Budja 1994a, 76; za radiokarbonske
datacije glej poglavje 5: tab. 5.1, v tem zborniku.

3 Glej Simoni¢ 1939, 69; Simoniti 1999, 412; Ferenc
2005, 36.

3 Simoni¢ 1939, 69.

401939, 80.

41 Dular 2001, 94, sl. 17, t. 7: 13-18.

42 Mason, Bricelj 2000-2004.

43 Mason 1994.

will be probably eliminated after the publishing of
finds from those sites that are mentioned here on. Mi.
Horvat discovered in the typological definition of “Neo-
lithic” pottery from SE 002/1/1 from the site Col 1 near
Podgraceno that in this stratigraphic unit there was a
repetition of pottery shapes which we encounter in the
fourth and partly the fifth phase of Moverna vas (SE 050
and 022) and partly in the oldest horizon of burials in Aj-
dovska jama (SE 044).3° “Thus we can, while considering
the stratigraphically and formally defined pottery from
the mentioned sites, assign the pottery set documented
at the site Col 1 to the transition from the Middle to Late
Neolithic, yet we still have to assign the greatest part of
the pottery collection to the Late Neolithic.”*! Which is,
if nothing else, at least surprising since the most recent
radiocarbon dates have shown that the probable range
of burials in Ajdovska jama - these are supposedly two
stratigraphically and culturally separate horizons SE 044
and 043, though this has been doubted®? - needs to be
narrowed into the interval of 10-20 years and this in
the period around 4300 BC.*} Thus several questions
are posed. How come the excavators did not recognise
the analogies for finds from SE 002/1/1 also in the s.c.
pottery pool of the younger burial horizon,** i.e. in SE
043% How long is the time period which describes the
creation of SE 002/1/1 from the site Col 17 Is it really
possible to recognise in the pottery, which is absolutely
chronologically narrowly dated into less than a ten to
twenty year period, the characteristics of the transi-
tion from the Middle to Late Neolithic or mostly Late
Neolithic?3 Is the several-century sequence of Neolithic
settlement phases of Moverna vas,*® according to what
is written above and the interpretation of someone who
is a good connoisseur of the central Slovenian Neolithic
pottery, a reality or just fiction?

The results thus show that the top two plateaus of
Spaha served as a living space several times. Here we
cannot avoid the key question about the reason(s) why
this exact spot was chosen at least five times.

30 Mi. Horvat (2009, 31) at other point writes that the
pottery from Col 1 near Podgraceno is comparable to the
finds from the fifth and sixth phase in Moverna vas and the
younger horizon of burials in Ajdovska jama, all of which
does not alter the contents of this passage, to the contrary it
seems that these data even further confirm the accuracy of
our reasoning.

31 Horvat 2005, 153.

32 See Culiberg, Horvat, Sercelj 1992, Fig. 2; Horvat 2005,
153; 2009, 28 and cf. Bonsall et al. 2007, 730.

33 Bonsall et al. 2007, 734.

3 Which is later on recognised also by Mi. Horvat herself
(see footnote 30 and Horvat 2009, 28).

3 See also Horvat 2009, Fig. 5.

3 “Long-term” according to Budja 1994a, 76; for radio-
carbon dates see chapter 5: Tab. 5.1, in this monograph.
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in Moverna vas,* je stalo na 847 m visokem hribu dobro
zavarovano in morda, podobno kot velja za Spaho v
obdobju savske skupine, celo s kamnitim zidom doda-
tno utrjeno naselje Zidovec nad Miklarji.*> O obstoju
prazgodovinske, morda neo-eneolitske poti v tej smeri*®
govori tudi odkritje sedaj izgubljene kamnite sekire pred
vhodom v jamo Grdanji skedenj.*” V drugo smer proti
severozahodu se pri Kocevju nahaja Ciganska jama z
izpri¢animi najdbami iz obdobja savske skupine, morda
lasinjske kulture in zagotovo horizonta keramike z braz-
dastim vrezom,*® kamor sodi tudi grobisce v Koblarski
jami.*’ V jugozahodni smeri proti Gorskemu Kotarju in
naprej proti Kvarnerju so izpri¢ane naselbinske najdbe
neo- in/ali eneolitske starosti v Lukovi jami®® in na Ko-
stelu.>! V reki Kolpi, verjetno med Faro in Kostelom pa
je bila najdena kamnita sekira iz serpentina, ki jo hrani
Narodni muzej Slovenije pod inv. §t. P 6391.%

Na smeri komunikacijskih povezav kazejo tudi
petrografske analize kamnitih sekir, ki jih je opravil E
Bernardini s sodelavci.>* Na Spahi so odkrili sekiro iz
“belega kamna” (“white stone”).>* Stratigrafsko gledano
je verjetno iz obdobja savske skupine.> Izvirala pa naj
bi celo iz zahodne ali osrednje Srbije oz. s centralnega
Balkana. Sekiri iz dolerita, skupaj s tistimi iz Istre, s Krka,
iz zahodne in osrednje Slovenije,*® verjetno izvirata iz
banijskega ofiolitskega kompleksa. Prva®” je bila najdena
v reznju s prevladujoco keramiko lasinjske kulture,®®
medtem ko je bila druga® odkrita v sondi IV, kjer so
naleteli na najdbe horizonta keramike z brazdastim
vrezom.®® Podobne starosti je verjetno tudi sekira iz
metaultramafita,®! zanjo se domneva izvorno obmod¢je
nekje na severnem delu Balkana.

1z oddaljenih krajev, morda celo iz severne Italije,
je na Spaho prisel visokokakovostni roZenec z belimi
vlozki.®? Na podlagi spremljajoce keramike se zdi, da
ta orodja najverjetneje datirajo v obdobje lasinjske
kulture.5?

4 Dular 1985, 101, 102, sl. 96.

45 Dular 2001, 94, sl. 16.

46 Prim. z Dular 1985, 97.

47 F. Leben, Dobli¢ka gora, v: Arheoloska najdisca Slove-
nije, 1975, 240; Dular 1985, 58, 59, sl. 19.

8 Glej Veluseek 2011.

# Jamnik et al. 2002; glej $e Velusc¢ek 2004c, 242, sl. 5.3.8.

50 Turk et al. 1996.

51 Veluseek 1996.

52 Veluscek 1996, 56 in tam navedena literatura.

53 Glej poglavje 6, v tem zborniku.

54 Poglavje 4: sl. 4.8: 7, v tem zborniku.

5 Glej poglavje 4: t. 4.3; 4.4: 1-19, v tem zborniku.

% Glej poglavje 6: sl. 6.3 in tab. 6.3, v tem zborniku.

57 Poglavje 4: sl. 4.8: 6, v tem zborniku.

8 Glej poglavje 3.3.2.1, v tem zborniku.

59 Poglavje 4: sl. 4.16: 13, v tem zborniku.

60 Glej poglaviji 3.3.2.3 in 4: t. 4.16: 9-12, v tem zborniku.

61 Glej poglavje 4: t. 4.17: 4, v tem zborniku.

62 Glej poglavje 7, v tem zborniku.

63 Glej poglaviji 4 in 7, v tem zborniku.
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The first and at the same time the most probable
reason needs to be found in the role that Spaha played
in the period of the Turkish invasions in the 15" and
16" centuries,’” when there was a wooden watchtower
with a built foundation located at the upper plateau of
the archaeological site. From here the local subjects
could from afar and thus in time warn about the arrival
of plundering Turkish hordes coming from the south, at
first primarily through the Poljanska dolina and later fre-
quently past Kostel, or returning through the Kocevska
from their raids to the north.>® All this is extensively
dealt with by L. Simoni¢,*® who indirectly, referring to
the Kocevje land registry, states that there was a watch
service organised at Spaha (Grédisch), which in time
of peace had 6 men and during the enemy danger even
18 men, who had to guard, patrol, and watch over the
beacons to enable the subjects at Knezja Lipa, Prerigelj,
and Nemska Loka to start theirs in time. Due to this they
were even exempt from paying taxes and in 1574 they
asked the commissioner for the further tax exemption.
The great importance of this service is revealed also
by the data that this hill gave reports to Vinica, Bela
krajina, and Kostel, and Modru$ and Ozalj in Croatia,
while a shot was a sign to start the bonfires at Mozelj,
Skrilj, Rogati hrib, Ribnica, and over Turjak to Ljubljana.

The important strategic position of Spaha is also in-
dicated by the distribution of archaeological sites in this
area during the Neo- and Eneolithic. In addition to the
settlement at Spaha there was, in the direction towards
the south, ata 550 m high hill right above the Kolpa also
a smaller settlement of Straza above Gorenji Radenci.*
In the direction towards the east, that is directly towards
Bela krajina where we know of settlements like Rzisc¢e (or
Rzis¢a),*! Gradac*?, and Moverna vas,*® there was on a
847 m high hill a well guarded and possibly, similarly to
Spaha in the Sava group period, even with a stone wall
additionally fortified settlement Zidovec above Miklar-
ji.** The discovery of the now lost stone axe in front of
the entrance to the cave Grdanji skeden;j*® also testifies
to the existence of a prehistoric, possibly Neo-Eneolithic
route in this direction. In the other direction, towards
the northwest is near Kocevje Ciganska jama with the
attested finds from the period of the Sava group, pos-
sibly the Lasinja culture and definitely the horizon of

37 See Simoni¢ 1939, 69; Simoniti 1999, 412; Ferenc
2005, 36.

38 Simoni¢ 1939, 69.

391939, 80.

40 Dular 2001, 94, Fig. 17, Pl. 7: 13-18.

41 Mason, Bricelj 2000-2004.

42 Mason 1994.

43 Dular 1985, 101, 102, Fig. 96.

4 Dular 2001, 94, Fig. 16.

45 F. Leben, Dobli¢ka gora, in: Arheoloska najdiséa Slov-
enije, 1975, 240; Dular 1985, 58, 59, Fig. 19.

46 Cf. Dular 1985, 97.
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Tab. 1.1: Fragmenti Zrmelj s Spahe: razporeditev po sondah
in reznjih.

Tab. 1.1: Quern fragments from Spaha: distribution according
to trenches and slices.

REZEN]J ST. / SONDA ST./ TRENCH NO.
SLICE NO. I II | III | IV | VI | VII
ni podatka / )
no data

1 2 9 2
2 1 14 | 11 46 9
3 39 | 11 7 22 7
4 3 8 2 1
5 2 1 3 1
SKUPAJ /

TOTAL 1 60 | 31 9 80 | 22

V prid tezi o pomembnosti Spahe kot naselja ob
vazni prazgodovinski poti govorijo tudi skromne najdbe,
ki kazejo na poselitev v obdobju kulture zarnih grobige.®
Pred vec kot 30 leti je bil namre¢ na pobo¢ju Debelega
vrha odkrit zarnogrobi$¢ni depo s $tevilnimi bronastimi
predmeti in tudi 12 jantarnimi jagodami® tipa Tiryns,
ki nakazujejo, da je v tistem ¢asu mimo Spahe tekla trasa
jantarske poti, ki je povezovala Baltik s Sredozemljem. %

Naslednji razlog za izbiro poselitvene tocke na
Spahi, ki se zaenkrat zdi drugotnega pomena in zaradi
stanja raziskav ostaja zgolj na ravni delovne hipoteze, je
iskati v tem, da so se njeni prebivalci ukvarjali s prido-
bivanjem surovine za izdelavo Zrmelj oz. ro¢nih mlinov.
Naj spomnimo, gre za napravo, ki se jo je najveckrat
uporabljalo za mletje oz. drobljenje zrnja,*” v manjsi
meri pa gotovo tudi za druge namene.%®

V prid tezi govori ve¢ dejavnikov. Na Spahi,
826 m nad morjem, kjer so zelo skromni pogoji za
poljedelstvo,® je bilo najdenih ve¢ kot 200 fragmentov
zrmelj iz razli¢nih obdobij. Ob tem, da jih je najve¢ iz
neo-eneolitika (glej tab. 1.1), je pomembno tudi to,
da surovina izvira iz nahajalis¢a permskih klasti¢nih
kamnin, ki jih je najti Ze manj kot 2 km zrac¢ne razdalje
od Spahe pri Knezji Lipi.”® 7! Gre za leZisCe, ki je poleg
nahajali$¢ podobnih kamnin zahodno od Karlovca in
Ze za ta namen verjetno prevec oddaljenih nahajali$¢ pri
Kocevski Reki in Kostelu (sl. 1.3), najdostopnejse po-
ljedelskim neo-eneolitskim skupnostim z obrobja sicer
redkih, a pomembnih zaplat visokoproduktivne prsti

64 Glej poglavje 5.3.1, v tem zborniku.

6 Hirschbéck - Merhar 1984, t. 9: 17.

6 Terzan 1984.

67 Smerdel 2002.

68 Glej Cre$nar 2010, 58.

69 Za celotno pokrajino glej pri Hrvatin 2001, 445.

70 Glej poglavje 8, v tem zborniku.

71 Zrmlje iz enake surovine, a izvorno iz drugih naha-
jalis¢ so izdelovali tudi kolisc¢arji 4. tisocletja pr. Kr. na Lju-
bljanskem barju (glej Turk 2009, 281-286).
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pottery with furrowed incisions,*” which also includes
the cemetry in Koblarska jama.*® In the south-western
direction towards Gorski Kotar and further towards the
Kvarner gulf settlement finds of Neo- and/or Eneolithic
age are attested in Lukova jama*® and at Kostel.”* In the
river Kolpa, probably between Fara and Kostel, a stone
axe made of serpentine was found and is kept at the
National Museum of Slovenia under inv. no. P 6391.5!

Petrographic analyses of stone axes performed by E
Bernardini and his colleagues®? also reveal directions of
communication connections. At Spaha an axe made of
“white stone”>* was discovered. Stratigraphically speak-
ing it is probably from the period of the Sava group,**
and it is supposed to originate from the western or
central Serbia or the central Balkans. The two axes made
of dolerite, together with those from Istria, from the
island Krk, western and central Slovenia,> they probably
originate from the Banija ophiolite complex (Croatia).
The first>® was found in the slice (i.e. context) with the
prevailing pottery of the Lasinja culture,”” while the
second one®® was discovered in trench IV, where there
were finds from the horizon of pottery with furrowed
incisions.* Of similar age is probably also the axe made
of meta-ultramafite,%° for which the origins are supposed
somewhere in the northern Balkans.

High-quality chart with white inserts®! came to
Spaha from faraway places, possibly even from northern
Italy. Considering the accompanying pottery it seems
that these tools most probably date to the period of the
Lasinja culture.5?

In favour of the thesis about the importance of
Spaha as a settlement along an important prehistoric
route speak the modest finds which indicate the occu-
pation of this place also during the Urnfield culture.®
Namely, more than 30 years ago an Urnfield depot with
numerous bronze objects and 12 amber beads®* of the
type Tiryns was discovered on the slope of Debeli vrh

47 See Veluscek 2011.

8 Jamnik et al. 2002; see also Veluscek 2004c, 242, Fig.
5.3.8.

4 Turk et al. 1996.

50 Veluseek 1996.

> Veluscek 1996, 56 and the bibliography given there.

52 See chapter 6, in this monograph.

53 Chapter 4: Fig. 4.8: 7, in this monograph.

5% See chapter 4: Pls. 4.3; 4.4: 1-19, in this monograph.

55 See chapter 6: Fig. 6.3 and Tab. 6.3, in this monograph.

% Fig. 4.8: 6, in this monograph.

>7 See chapter 3.3.2.1, in this monograph.

58 Chapter 4: PL 4.16: 13, in this monograph.

% See chapter 3.3.2.3, and chapter 4: PL 4.16: 9-12, in
this monograph.

60 See chapter 4: Pl. 4.17: 4, in this monograph.

61 See chapter 7, in this monograph.

62 See chapters 4 and 7, in this monograph.

63 See chapter 5.3.1, in this monograph.

64 Hirschbéck - Merhar 1984, P1. 9: 17.
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Srednji perm: pretezno mehanske usedline /
Middle Permian: mostly clastites

AN

s A
N/ A
W
%%
T, =

Karbon-perm: apnenci in mehanske usedline /
Carboniferous-Permian: limestones and clastites

SI. 1.3: Geoloska karta z oznacenimi neo- oz. eneolitskimi arheoloskimi najdis¢i: 1. Spaha, 2. Rzis¢e, 3. Gradac in 4.
Moverna vas. Podlaga: Osnovna geoloska karta 1 : 100.000, list Zagreb.

Fig. 1.3: Geological map with marked Neo- or Eneolithic archaeological sites: 1. Spaha, 2. Rzi$¢e, 3. Gradac and 4.
Moverna vas. From Osnovna geoloska karta 1 : 100.000, list Zagreb.

v Beli krajini.”> Ceprav petrografske analize zrmelj”>
z belokranjskih najdis¢ $e niso bile narejene, se zdi na

podlagi tipologije keramike”* povsem mogoce, da je v

72 Glej npr. Budja 1990b, 13-15; Andri¢ 2007a, 180; Ma-
son 2008, 19; Mason, Andri¢ 2009, 331-333.

73 Obstoj zrmelj na neo-eneolitskih najdis¢ih v Beli kra-
jini omenja npr. M. Budja (1990b, 13).

74 Glej poglavje 5, v tem zborniku.

which indicates that at that time the Amber route con-
necting the Baltic to the Mediterranean ran past Spaha.®

The next reason for choosing Spaha as a settlement
point, which is for now of the secondary importance
and due to the state of research stays solely on the level
of working hypothesis, is to be sought in the fact that
its inhabitants were engaged in extracting raw material

65 Terzan 1984.
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neolitiku in eneolitiku na Spahi zivel del izvorno “belo-
kranjske” populacije, ki je “trg” v Beli krajini oskrbovala
z zrmljami. Morda je $lo celo za sezonsko poselitev,
saj so na Spahi zime zelo mrzle, sneg pa se obdrzi ve¢
mesecev, ¢emur pa nasprotujejo ostanki obrambnega
zidu iz obdobja savske skupine, ki bolj kazejo na stalno
poselitev. Kakorkoli Ze, kot pomo¢ pri transportu jim
je lahko prislo prav tudi domace govedo, ki ga je med
kostnimi najdbami na Spahi najve¢.”> K temu naj do-
damo, da so belokranjska arheoloska najdisca glede na
zra¢no razdaljo oddaljena od pribl. 10 do manj kot 20
km od Spahe oz. skoraj enako do nahajalisca klastitov
pri Knezji Lipi (s 1.3). Na Ljubljanskem barju znasa
npr. enaka razdalja od nahajali$¢ surovin za zrmlje
pribl. 5 km v primeru Starih gmajn’® in ve¢ kot 10 km
pri Maharskem prekopu.””

Teza o specializirani vasici, kjer so se ukvarjali
s pridobivanjem surovine za zrmlje je vsekakor zani-
miva, a trenutno arheolosko povsem nedokazljiva. V
to smer je bilo narejenih odlo¢no premalo analiz. Ni
podatkov o petrografskih analizah zrmelj iz Bele kra-
jine, ni podatkov ali je bila Spaha sezonsko ali stalno
poseljena in tudi ne o tem, koliko ¢asa je bila obljudena
v posameznem arheoloskem obdobju. A kljub temu se
ne bomo veliko zmotili, ¢e poleg izjemne strateske tocke
ob prazgodovinski poti, ki je bila pri izboru lokacije pr-
venstvena, kot drugotno vlogo, glede na stanje raziskav,
Spahi pripisemo prebivali§¢e za ljudi, ki so se ukvarjali
s pridobivanjem surovine za Zrmlje in z njimi verjetno
oskrbovali bliznje belokranjske skupnosti.

Kot receno, analize so pokazale, da je bila Spaha
veckrat poseljena. Med razli¢nimi naselbinskimi faza-
mi je pri¢akovati tudi dolgotrajne prekinitve v poselitvi
oz. izrabi naselbinskih platojev. Najdaljsa med njimi je
trajala verjetno vec¢ kot 2500 let. Radiokarbonski da-
tumi s slovenskih najdis¢ zaenkrat kazejo, da moremo
racunati na vsaj priblizno dvesto- oz. stopetdesetletno
prekinitev v poselitvi tudi pri zamenjavi populacije
savske skupine z lasinjsko in verjetno nekoliko manj
tudi slednje s tisto iz obdobja horizonta keramike z
brazdastim vrezom, pa ¢eprav to $e ni neizpodbitno
dokazano’® oz. trenutno ni dokazljivo. Drugi avtorji
seveda menijo drugace.”

Z nosilci savske skupine pridejo na ozemlje celinske
Slovenije stalna poselitev, poljedelstvo, Zivinoreja in
keramika.® Poudariti je treba, da se je Zivljenje skupine
odvijalo z “izjemno” naglico, kar kazejo tudi podatki
za koli$¢e Resnikov prekop na Ljubljanskem barju, kjer

75 Glej poglavje 9, v tem zborniku.

76 Glej Turk 2009.

77 Glej Horvat, Zupanci¢ 1987.

78 Glej $e Balen 2008a, 23.

79 Npr. Tezak - Gregl 2007, 39, 40; Horvath 2010, 97-100.
80 Prim. Budja 1994a, 76; Turk, Svetli¢i¢ 2005, 73.
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for the manufacturing of querns or manual mills. Be
reminded that this is a device which was most often used
for grinding or crushing grain,% and rarely certainly also
for other purposes.®’

Several factors speak in favour of this thesis. At
Spaha, 826 m above sea level, where there are very poor
conditions for farming,% over 200 quern fragments from
various periods were found. Beside the fact that most
of them are from the Neo-Eneolithic (see Tab. 1.1) it is
also important that the raw material originates from the
deposit of Permian clastic rocks, which can be found less
than 2 km straight line from Spaha at KneZja Lipa.®’,
70 This is a deposit site which is, besides deposits of
similar rocks west of Karlovac and thus for this purpose
too distant deposits at Kocevska Reka and Kostel (Fig.
1.3), the most accessible to the farming Neo-Eneolithic
communities from the edges of the rare but important
patches of highly productive soils in Bela krajina.”!
Even though petrographic analyses of querns’? from
the sites in Bela krajina have not yet been done it seems
on the basis of pottery typology”* quite possible that in
the Neolithic and Eneolithic a part of indigenous “Bela
krajina” population lived at Spaha and supplied the
“market” in Bela krajina with querns. This could even
have been a seasonal settlement because winters at Spaha
are very cold and the snow persists for several months
— the idea contradicted by the remains of a defence wall
from the period of the Sava group indicating more to
the permanent settlement. However it may be, the help
with the transport could have also been domestic cattle
which prevail among bone finds at Spaha.”* We should
add that the Bela krajina archaeological sites are located
approx. 10 to less than 20 km straight line from Spaha or
almost the same to the clastite deposits at Knezja Lipa
(Fig. 1.3). At the Ljubljansko barje the same distance to
raw material deposits for querns amounts to approx. 5
km in the case of Stare gmajne’ and over 10 km in the
case of Maharski prekop.”®

The thesis about the specialised village where
people were extracting raw material for querns is cer-
tainly interesting but at the moment archaeologically

66 Smerdel 2002.

67 See Cresnar 2010, 58.

% For the entire landscape see Hrvatin 2001, 445.

% See chapter 8, in this monograph.

7 Querns of the same raw material but originating from
other deposits were manufactured also by pile-dwellers at the
Ljubljansko barje in the 4™ millennium BC (see Turk 2009,
281-286).

1 See e.g. Budja 1990b, 13-15; Andri¢ 2007a, 180; Ma-
son 2008, 19; Mason, Andri¢ 2009, 331-333.

72 The presence of querns at the Neo-Eneolithic sites in
Bela krajina is mentioned by e.g. M. Budja (1990b, 13).

73 See chapter 5, in this monograph.

7% See chapter 9, in this monograph.

75 See Turk 2009.

76 See Horvat, Zupanci¢ 1987.
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sklepamo na manj kot desetletno poselitev.®! Tudi sicer
je verjetni 1-sigma razpon za savsko skupino priblizno
150 (200) let. Keramika kaze, da so njeni nosilci prisli
z vzhoda oz. jugovzhoda ob rekah Savi, Dravi, Krki in
Kolpi in o¢itno kmalu zatem ta prostor tudi zapustili,
kot kazejo radiokarbonski datumi novim priseljencem,
tokrat iz kroga lasinjske kulture.

Verjetni razlog za taksne “nagle” spremembe je iskati
v dogajanju prve polovice 5. tisocletja pr. Kr. in je v zvezi s
povecanim povpra$evanjem po bakru.#? V monografiji o
Resnikovem prekopu smo opozorili, da moremo nosilce
savske skupine povezati s prvimi iskalci bakra v tem delu
Evrope.®? Tak$ne povezave pa ni enostavno razloziti.
Najprej zaradi tega, ker (Se) ni najdb, ki dokazujejo pri-
sotnost bakra v savski skupini. Naslednji problem, ki je
obseznejsi, predstavlja neujemanje absolutne in relativne
kronologije za 5. tisocletje v srednjem Podonavju (glej
zgoraj), kar dejansko onemogoca kakr$nokoli resnej$o
interpretacijo. Glede na radiokarbonske datacije se npr.
ni mogoce strinjati s tezo, da je savska skupina nastala s
premikom proti jugozahodu - iz ravnine v hribovit pre-
dalpski svet — ali pod vplivom nosilcev zahodnopanonske
poznolengyelske stopnje, kot menita npr. L. Horvath in
N. Kalicz.3* Zdi se, da je prej nasprotno.3

Kakorkoli Ze, savsko skupino smo relativnokro-
nolosko uvrstili v poznolengyelski horizont, ki je glede
na tipologijo najdb soc¢asen npr. tiszapolgarski kulturi.
Vzporednica v celinski Hrvaski je seska kultura. V
Bolgariji je to horizont Karanovo V1.8 Gre za obdobje,
ko se je dejansko zacel razcvet jugovzhodnoevropske
metalurgije bakra.?”

Kot re¢eno, z ozemlja Slovenije tako starih bakrenih
najdb ($e) ne poznamo. Ne pozna jih npr. seska kultura®
in bojda tudi ne Lengyel III v zahodni Panoniji. %
Tezo o prvih iskalcih bakra in metalurgih v tem majh-
nem koti¢ku Evrope pa kljub temu lahko gradimo na
posrednih argumentih. Najprej na podlagi poselitvenih
posebnostih slovenskega prostora v prazgodovini.’!

81 Glej Velus¢ek 2006b, 24; Cufar, Koreni¢ 2006, 124;
Toskan, Dirjec 2006, 148.

82 Glej npr. Kuna 1981; Kalicz 1992, 12.

83 Velugeek 2006b, 44.

84 2006, 65.

85 Prim. tab. 5.4: 6 in 5.10 iz poglavja 5, v tem zborniku.

86 Glej Markovi¢ 1994, tab. 1; Banffy 2002, sl. 10; Radivo-
jevic et al. 2010, 2777.

87 Parzinger 1993, 345; prim. z Radivojevi¢ et al. 2010,
2776-2778; Krauf3 2008, 129-133; Kalicz 1991, 350; 1992;
Kuna 1981.

8 Markovi¢ 1994, 111.

8 Banfly 1994, 293; prim. z Dobe§ 1989; Dobes, Peska
2010; Klassen 2010.

0 Z avstrijske Koroske (Klein St. Paul, Fuchsofen) izvira
trakasta spirala (“eine bandférmige Spirale”) iz bakra, ki je na
podlagi spremljajoc¢e keramike datirana v poznolengyelsko
obdobje in/ali lasinjsko kulturo (Gleirscher 2008, 7, sl. 2).

1 Glej Veluseek 2005a, 199-219.
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completely improvable. Definitely too few analyses were
performed in this direction. There are no data about the
petrographic analysis of querns from Bela krajina, there
is no data whether Spaha was seasonally or permanently
settled, and also no data about how long it was populated
in an individual archaeological period. Despite all these
we will not be mistaken much if we assign the second-
ary role of Spaha, in the respect of a state of research,
to this being a dwelling for people who were involved
in acquiring raw material for querns and probably sup-
plied the near communities of Bela krajina with them.

As stated before, the analyses have shown that
Spaha was populated several times. Long interruptions
of settlement or use of settlement plateaus are expected
between different settlement phases. The longest prob-
ably lasted over 2500 years. Radiocarbon dates from
Slovenian sites so far reveal that we can count on at least
approximately two hundred or one hundred and fifty
year break in the settlement also during the population
change from the Sava group to the Lasinja culture and
probably a few years less during the change from the
latter to the horizon of pottery with furrowed incisions
even though this has not yet been indisputably proven””
or cannot be proven at the moment. Other authors,
certainly, believe differently.”®

With the carriers of the Sava group the permanent
settlement, farming, animal-husbandry, and pottery
arrive at the territory of central Slovenia.” It needs to
be emphasized that the life of this group progressed
“extremely” quickly which is confirmed also by the
data from the pile-dwelling Resnikov prekop at the
Ljubljansko barje, where we infer the settlement of less
than ten years.®? Also in general the probable 1-sigma
range for the Sava group is approximately 150 (200)
years. Pottery indicates that its carriers came here from
the east or southeast along the rivers Sava, Drava, Krka,
and Kolpa and obviously soon after also left this place,
according to the radiocarbon dates, to the new settlers,
this time of the Lasinja culture.

The probable reason for such “rapid” changes can
be found in the happenings of the first half of the 5
millennjum BC and is connected to the increased de-
mand for copper.®! In the monograph about Resnikov
prekop we warned that the carriers of the Sava group
can be connected to the first copper prospectors in this
part of Europe.®? Nevertheless, such connection is not
easy to explain. Firstly because there are (yet) no finds
which would prove the presence of copper in the Sava
group. The following, more extensive problem is the dis-

77 See also Balen 2008a, 23.

78 E.g. Tezak - Gregl 2007, 39, 40; Horvath 2010, 97-100.

79 Cf. Budja 1994a, 76; Turk, Svetli¢i¢ 2005, 73.

80 See Velus¢ek 2006b, 24; Cufar, Korendi¢ 2006, 124;
Toskan, Dirjec 2006, 148.

81 See e.g. Kuna 1981; Kalicz 1992, 12.

82 Veluscek 2006b, 44.
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Priblizno v sredi 6. tisocletja je neolitizacija dosegla
severnojadransko obalo in njeno neposredno zaledje
na kragki planoti, kjer prevladujejo jamska najdisca.
Nedale¢ pro¢ od morja pa je stalo naselje na prostem
Sermin. Primarna dejavnost je bilo pastirstvo s ¢redami
drobnice. Podatki kazejo, da se neolitski prebivalci Krasa
in zahodne Slovenije s poljedelstvom niso ukvarjali.”
Razlog, zakaj se od obale v notranjost — npr. v osrednjo
Slovenijo - niso preve¢ oddaljili, je iskati v tem, da so
¢rede drobnice potrebovale sol, ki so jo morda v tistem
Casu Ze uspesno izkori$¢ali iz morja.>* V zahodni Slove-
niji se ohranijo podobne razmere vsaj do konca neolitika
v 5. tiso¢letju. V najdbah je sprva prepoznati predvsem
vplive, zelo verjetno je $lo za naselitev, iz juznejsih
predelov vzhodnojadranske obale. Vplivi z zahoda niso
tako izraziti.”* Najkasneje v prvi polovici 4. tiso¢letja se
vzpostavijo stiki tudi s celinsko Slovenijo.*®

Drugace je bilo drugod po Sloveniji. Prvi “polje-
delski val” v 6. tisocletju pr. Kr. je obmocje osrednje in
severovzhodne Slovenije zaobsel. Zdi se, da najzgodnejsi
poljedelci srednje Evrope niso imeli kaj iskati na reliefno
zelo razgibanem terenu in ga zato niso naselili. Tako se
prve poljedelske skupnosti, ki so izdelovale tudi kera-
miko, v celinski Sloveniji pojavijo $ele z nosilci savske
skupine oz. poznolengyelske kulture. Glede na radio-
karbonske datume se je to lahko zgodilo najbolj zgodaj
malo pred letom 4700 pr. Kr.”® Ponovno na podlagi
radiokarbonskih datumov in predvsem rezultatov razi-
skav na kolis¢u Resnikov prekop na Ljubljanskem barju
lahko sklepamo, da so se prisleki pojavili nenadoma in
razmeroma hitro obmod¢je tudi zapustili. Morda niso
nasli dovolj tistega, kar so iskali?®’ Datumi, ¢e jim gre
verjeti, tudi kazejo, da so najstarejsa naselja savske sku-
pine na jugu njene razprostranjenosti ob Savi in Kolpi.
Razvidno je tudi, da se najdi$¢a te skupine v najve¢jem
$tevilu pojavljajo v dolinah - na naravno zavarovanih
in dobro preglednih, tudi vi$inskih, to¢kah ob rekah ali
nad rekami - oz. v pore¢jih velikih slovenskih rek kot so
Sava, Drava, Krka in Kolpa. Slednje spominja na nacin,
po katerem so rudosledci iskali rudo, da so opazovali
re¢ne nanose in vegetacijo — za slednje so potrebovali
dobra razgledna mesta —, kajti vedeli so, da razli¢ne
rastline uspevajo na razli¢nih geoloskih podlagah.®®

Z njimi so se verjetno $irile tudi kladivaste sekire
tipa Plo¢nik (glej sl. 1.4), ki so iz zelo ¢istega bakra.”
Njihova razprostranjenost kaze, da jih je veliko na za-

92 Npr. Veluseek 2005a.

93 Montagnari - Kokelj 2003, 75-93.

4 Npr. Leben 1967, 76; Barfield 1972; Biagi, Voytek 1994;
Greif, Montagnari - Kokelj 2002.

% Glej Veluseek, Greif 1998; Velui¢ek 2004a; Bernardini
et al. 2009b.

% Glej poglavje 5: tab. 5.4: 10,11, v tem zborniku.

7 Prim. s Hoppner et al. 2005.

%8 Craddock 1995, 30, 31.

% Glej Radivojevié et al. 2010, 2777 in tam navedeno li-
teraturo.
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crepancy between the absolute and relative chronology
for the 5™ millennium in the central Danubian region
(see above) which actually prevents any kind of serious
interpretation. Considering the radiocarbon dates we
cannot, for example, agree with the thesis that the Sava
group was created by the shift towards the southwest —
from the plain into the hilly Alpine foothills - or under
the influence of carriers of the west-Pannonian Late
Lengyel stage, as is believed by e.g. L. Horvath and N.
Kalicz.%* It seems more to be the opposite.?

Be as it may, we relatively chronologically assigned
the Sava group to the Late Lengyel horizon which is ac-
cording to the typology of finds contemporary to, for
example, the Tiszapolgar culture. The parallel in central
Croatia is the Sece culture. In Bulgaria this is horizon Ka-
ranovo VL3 This is the period when the prosperity of the
southeast European copper metallurgy actually started.®

As we said before, we have (yet) no such old copper
finds from the territory of Slovenia. They are also un-
known to, for example, the Sece culture®” and supposedly
also to Lengyel 1T in western Pannonia.?® 8 The thesis
about the first copper prospectors and metallurgists
in this small part of Europe can nevertheless be built
on circumstantial arguments, primarily on the basis
of settlement peculiarities of the Slovenian territory in
prehistory.®

Approximately in the middle of the 6% millennium
the neolithisation reached the northern Adriatic coast
and its direct hinterland on the Karstic plateau where
cave sites prevail. Not far from the sea there was the
open-air settlement Sermin. The primary activity was
that of shepherds with flocks of ovicaprids. Data shows
that Neolithic inhabitants of Karstic plateau and western
Slovenia were not involved in farming.”! The reason why
they did not go far away from the coast - e.g. into the
central Slovenia — was the fact that the flocks of ovic-
aprids needed salt which they could have at that time
already successfully extracted from the sea.”? In western

832006, 65.

84 Cf. Tabs. 5.4 and 5.10 from the chapter 5, in this mono-
graph.

85 See Markovi¢ 1994, tab. 1; Bénffy 2002, Fig. 10;
Radivojevi¢ et al. 2010, 2777.

86 Parzinger 1993, 345; cf. Radivojevi¢ et al. 2010, 2776~
2778; Kraufl 2008, 129-133; Kalicz 1991, 350; 1992; Kuna
1981.

87 Markovi¢ 1994, 111.

8 Banffy 1994, 293; cf. Dobe§ 1989; Dobes, Peska 2010;
Klassen 2010.

89 A banded spiral (“eine bandférmige Spirale”) made of
copper originates from Austrian Carinthia (Klein St. Paul,
Fuchsofen) which is on the basis of the accompanying pot-
tery dated to the Late Lengyel period or/and the Lasinja cul-
ture (Gleirscher 2008, 7, Fig. 2).

%0 See Veluseek 2005a, 199-219.

1 E.g. Velusc¢ek 2005a.

92 Montagnari - Kokelj 2003, 75-93.
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SL 1.4: Arheolosko najdi$¢e Spaha in razprostranjenost bakrenih kladivastih sekir tipa Plo¢nik (po Dobes, Peska
2010, sl. 3).

Fig. 1.4: The archaeological site Spaha and the distribution of copper hammer axes of the type Plo¢nik (according
to Dobes, Peska 2010, Fig. 3).

hodnem Balkanu v Srbiji, Bosni in Hercegovini in na Slovenia similar conditions are preserved at least until
vzhodu Hrvagke, pojavljajo pa se tudi npr. v Moldaviji, the end of the Neolithic in the 5" millennium. In the
Romuniji, Bolgariji, na Madzarskem, Slovaskem, Mo- finds we at first recognise mostly the influences, most
ravskem, Ceskem ter celo v severni Italiji, na Poljskem probably this was a settlement, from the southern parts
in vzhodni Nemc¢iji.!?’ Na obrobju razprostranjenosti of the east Adriatic coast. Influences from the west are

so pogostejse ob velikih rekah (sl. 1.4). Spahi najblizia ~ not that prominent.” In the first half of the 4" millen-
je iz Marije Gorice na Hrvaskem,!%! nedale¢ pro¢ od nium at the latest connections with central Slovenia are
naselja Catez - Sredno polje.'?> Najzgodnejie datirajov  also established.**
horizont Vinca-Plo¢nik IT, najmlajse pa v tiszapolgarsko Elsewhere in Slovenia the situation was different.
kulturo.!® Sekira z Moravske (Olomouc-Holice) jepo- ~ The first “farming wave” in the 6 millennium BC by-
sredno datirana v horizont moravska slikana keramika passed the area of central and north-eastern Slovenia.
ITa/1Ib, v absolutni &as okoli sredine 5. tisocletja pr. Kr.1% It seems that the earliest farmers of central Europe had
Podobnega izvora — morda iz Srbije oz. osrednje nothing to find in the very uneven terrain and thus did

Bosne - je tudi kamnita sekira s Spahe,'% ki najverje- not settle it. Hence the first farming communities who
- also made pottery populate central Slovenia only with
100 Schubert 1965, 277; Dobes, Peska 2010, sl. 3. the carriers of the Sava group or Late Lengyel culture.
1% Dobe, Peska 2010, sl. 3: 2. According to the radiocarbon dates this could have
102 Glej Atlas Slovenije, Ljubljana 1985, 156/B. - -
103 Kuna 1981, 23, 24; prim. s Schubert 1965, 283; Dobes, 3 E.g. Leben 1967, 76; Barfield 1972; Biagi, Voytek 1994;
Peska 2010, 118-120; Radivojevic et al. 2010, 2777. Greif, Montagnari - Kokelj 2002.
104 Dobes, Peska 2010, 117. 94 See Veluicek, Greif 1998; Veluscek 2004a; Bernardini
105 Glej poglavje 4: t. 4.8: 7, v tem zborniku. et al. 2009b.
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tneje datira v savsko skupino. Na izvornem obmocdju se
pojavlja v poznovincanski in poznobutmirski kulturi.
Ve¢jih je tudi na madzarskih poznoneolitskih najdis¢ih,
sporadi¢no pa tudi po npr. najdis¢ih tiszapolgarske kul-
ture. Sekira je iz surovine, iz katere so narejena orodja,
ki naj bi spominjala na baker in so zato verjetno pred-
stavljala poceni, a o¢itno zelo dragoceno zamenjavo za
takrat $e vedno redke predmete iz bakra.!% Kakor koli
e, na Spaho je prisla bodisi po trgovskih bodisi kaksnih
druga¢nih poteh z Balkana oz. iz Podonavja.!%” Prese-
netljivo je tudi, da se primerljive sekire pojavljajo tudi
na Trzaskem krasu in v Smardenci!®® (Sammardenchiji)
pri Vidmu. Njihov izvor je treba $e raziskati.!?

V prid tezi o iskalcih bakra govori tudi dejstvo, da
je celinska Slovenija razmeroma bogata z bakrovimi mi-
nerali. Najve¢ jih najdemo v Posavskem in Skofjeloskem
hribovju ter na juzni strani Pohorja in pri Rems$niku na
Kozjaku.!'? Zanimiva so predvsem arheoloska najdisca, ki
so v blizini taksnih nahajalis¢. Kot primer smo ze veckrat
omenili Gradi$¢e nad Degnom.!!! Najdbe in radiokarbon-
ska datacija zaenkrat kazejo, da je na strmem, s prepa-
dnimi stenami varovanem mestu visoko nad strugo Save
stalo naselje v obdobju savske skupine, lasinjske kulture in
horizonta keramike z brazdastim vrezom. Ce se spustimo
navzdol po grebenu, pa je le nekaj kilometrov pro¢ od
naselja znano nahajali§¢e bakrove rude Tolsti vrh.!!2 Ali so
ga takrat ze poznali in izkoriscali, le ugibamo. Raziskave,
ki tako povezavo lahko ovrzejo ali potrdijo, namre¢ Se niso
bile opravljene. Drugi primer so naselje na Gradi$¢u pri
Stigki vasi in najdbe s Stefanje gore oz. iz okolice LuZ pri
Sencurju.!* V njihovi neposredni bliZini je bakrova ruda
na Mozjanci nad OlSevkom. V prvi polovici 20. stoletja je
bil namen, da se jo ekonomsko izkori$¢a, a je nahajalisce
za dana$nje potrebe preskromno.!!'* Manj kot 10 km stran
od rudisca se nad strugo Save nahaja tudi naselje savske
skupine Drulovka.

V obdobje lasinjske kulture najverjetneje datirajo
najstarej$e bakrene najdbe iz Slovenije.!!> Zagotovo pa
jih poznamo v zahodni Madzarski,!'® na Hrvaskem!!”
in na podro¢ju severne Italije.! '8 V tem ¢asu so bakrovo
rudo kopali pri Brixleggu v dolini Inna v Avstriji.!!* 120

106 Antonovi¢ 1997, 35-39 in poglavije 6, v tem zborniku.
107 Glej poglavije 6, v tem zborniku.

108 Ustna informacija S. Torkar.

109 Glej poglavije 6, v tem zborniku.

110 Velugéek, Greif 1998, karta 1.

1T Npr. Veluséek 2004e, 302.

12 Velugéek 2004e, 301.

113 Tosipovi¢ 1984, 73-89.

114 Ustna informacija J. Osterman.

115 Veluseek, Greif 1998; prim. s Klassen 2010.

116 Kalicz 1991; Somogyi 2002.

117 Balen 2006a, 28; 2008b, 12.

118 Klassen 2010, 35-39.

119 Hoppner et al. 2005, 293-315.

120 Za problematiko $irjenja zgodnjih najdb iz bakra v

happened just before 4700 BC at the earliest.”®> Again
on the basis of the radiocarbon dates and mostly of the
research results at the pile-dwelling Resnikov prekop at
the Ljubljansko barje we can deduce that the newcom-
ers appeared suddenly and relatively quickly also left
the area. Maybe they did not find enough of what they
were looking for?” Dates, if they can be believed, also
show that the oldest settlements of the Sava group are in
the south of its spread along the rivers Sava and Kolpa.
It is also clear that the sites of this group in the greatest
number appear in valleys — at the naturally protected and
clear, also hilltop, points along or above rivers - or the
river basins of the big Slovenian rivers like Sava, Drava,
Krka, and Kolpa. The latter reminds us of the manner in
which the prospectors searched for ore — by observing
river deposits and vegetation, for which they needed
good lookout spots because they knew that different
plants grow on different geological bases.””

Hammer axes of the type Plo¢nik (see Fig. 1.4)
made of very pure copper®® also spread with them and
their wide spread encompasses many of them in the
western Balkans in Serbia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, and
in the east of Croatia, but they also appear in Moldova,
Romania, Bulgaria, Hungary, Slovakia, Moravia, Czech
Republic, and even in northern Italy, in Poland, and
eastern Germany.®® On the margins of their distribution
they appear more frequently along the big rivers (Fig.
1.4). The closest to Spaha originates from Marija Gorica
in Croatia,'% not far from the settlement Catez — Sredno
polje.!%! The earliest date to the horizon Vin¢a-Plo¢nik
II and the youngest to the Tiszapolgar culture.!’ The
axe from Moravia (Olomouc-Holice) is indirectly dated
to the horizon of Moravian painted pottery IIa/IIb, to
the absolute time around the middle of the 5™ millen-
nium BC.!%

Of similar origin — possibly from Serbia or central
Bosnia - is also the stone axe from Spaha,!** which
most probably dates to the Sava group. At its point of
origin it appears in the Late Vinc¢a and Late Butmir
culture. Several can also be found on Hungarian Late
Neolithic sites and sporadically also at the e.g. sites of
the Tiszapolgar culture. The axe is made of the raw ma-
terial that is to resemble copper, from this material also
many tools were made, and thus probably represented
a cheap but obviously very precious exchange for then

% See chapter 5: Tab. 5.4: 10,11, in this monograph.

% Cf. Hoppner et al. 2005.

97 Craddock 1995, 30, 31.

8 See Radivojevi¢ et al. 2010, 2777 and the bibliography
given there.

0 Schubert 1965, 277; Dobes, Peska 2010, Fig. 3.

100 Dobes, Peska 2010, Fig. 3: 2.

101 See Atlas Slovenije, Ljubljana 1985, 156/B.

102 Kuna 1981, 23, 24; cf. Schubert 1965, 283; Dobes,
Peska 2010, 118-120; Radivojevi¢ et al. 2010, 2777.

103 Dobes, Peska 2010, 117.

104 See chapter 4: PL 4.8: 7, in this monograph.
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Naselja lasinjske kulture se pogostokrat pojavljajo na
mestih predhodne savske skupine, kar npr. velja za Spa-
ho, Gradec pri Mirni, Drulovko, Cate - Sredno polje
in Ptujski grad. Podobno je tudi v Bukovnici, kjer pa je
bila pred naseljem lasinjske kulture poznolengyelska
vas. Ob tem je presenetljivo, da najdis¢ iz tega obdobja
na Ljubljanskem barju ne poznamo.

Izvorno obmodje kladivaste sekire iz metaultra-
mafita s Spahe je iskati nekje na severnem Balkanu.!?!
Najdba datira v horizont keramike z brazdastim vrezom.
Podobno kot tudi ena izmed sekir iz dolerita,'?? druga
je lasinjska,'?? ki najverjetneje izvirata iz banijskega
ofiolitskega kompleksa. Ker se sekire iz enake surovi-
ne pojavljajo tudi v zahodni Sloveniji, predvsem pa v
Istri,'?* jih nedvomno lahko povezemo s Spaho, ki lezi
na poti. V tej ludi se zato zdi zanimiv in zelo izpoveden
depo treh bakrenih sekir tipa Szakalhat iz Boljuna v
severovzhodni Istri.!?®

V okviru horizonta keramike z brazdastim vrezom
naj poleg $tevilnih najdb na Gradi$¢u nad Desnom
omenimo $e “so¢asno” jamsko najdis¢e Kevderc na
Lubniku, ki je nad znanim nahajalis¢em bakrove rude
v Bodoveljski grapi.!?® V tem casu je bilo po skoraj ti-
socletnem premoru ponovno poseljeno tudi Ljubljansko
barje. Ob Hocevarici poznamo $e kolis¢i Strojanova
voda in Gornje mosti§¢e.!?” S Hocevarice izhaja tudi
dokaz, da so se kolis¢arji okoli 3600 pr. Kr. ukvarjali
z metalurgijo bakra.!?® V 4. tisocletju so se zagotovo
vzpostavile tudi povezave med celinsko Slovenijo, Caput
Adrio in severnoitalijanskim prostorom.'?’ Analize ka-
mnitih ogrli¢nih obroc¢kov kazejo, da izvirajo z obmodja
severnih Karavank ali Pohorja.!*® Morda govore o poteh,
po katerih je na Barje prihajala surovina za ulivanje
bakrenih predmetov? Tudi sicer so od takrat naprej
koli¢a Ljubljanskega barja znana prav po metalurgiji
bakra. Razna sondiranja in druge terenske raziskave so
razkrile prisotnost bakrenih predmetov oz. metalurskih
pripomockov $e npr. na Maharskem prekopu,'3! Starih
gmajnah'®? (4. tisocletje), Zaloznici,'3* Spici!®* (3. tisoc-

Srednjo Evropo glej npr. Matuschik 1997, 81-105; Gleirscher
2007, 93-110; Klassen 2010, 29-48.

121 Glej poglavije 4: t. 4.17: 4, v tem zborniku.

122 Glej poglavije 4: t. 4.16: 13, v tem zborniku.

123 Glej poglavije 4: t. 4.8: 6, v tem zborniku.

124 Glej poglavije 6, v tem zborniku.

125 Mihovili¢ 1992, 207, sl. 1, 2; glej se Dobes§ 1989, 40;
Veluscek, Greif 1998, 42.

126 Prim. Veluscek, Greif 1998, 35; Veluscek 2004e, 301.

127 Velugcek, Cufar 2008, 31-48.

128 Smit 2004, 69-71.

129 Pavsi¢, Dirjec 2004; Bernardini et al. 2009b.

130 Glej Skaberne, Mladenovi¢ 2004, 65-68.

131 Veluséek, Greif 1998, 32, 33.

132 Velus¢ek 2009b, 18-25.

133 Velugcek, Cufar 2003, 126.

134 Velusc¢ek 2010, 88.

still very rare copper objects.!% It must have reached
Spaha either through commercial or some other routes
from the Balkans or from the Danubian region.!% It is
also surprising that comparable axes appear in the Karst
around Trieste and in Sammardenchia near Udine. Their
origin is yet to be determined.!?

The fact that continental Slovenia is relatively rich
in copper minerals also speaks in favour of the copper
prospectors’ thesis. Most of these minerals are found in
Posavsko and Skofjelosko hribovje, on the southern part
of the Pohorje, and near Rem$nik on the Kozjak.!% Those
archaeological sites that are near such deposits are par-
ticularly interesting. We have mentioned Gradi$ce above
Desen as an example several times already.!” The finds
and radiocarbon dating so far show that there was a set-
tlement on the steep, with precipitous rocks sheltered spot
high above the river bed of the Sava in the time of the Sava
group, the Lasinja culture, and the horizon of pottery with
turrowed incisions. If we descend the ridge there is a few
kilometres away from the settlement a well known copper
ore deposit Tolsti vrh.!1? We can only speculate whether it
was known and used also at that time since the research,
which is able to confirm or refute this connection, has
yet to be performed. Other examples are the settlement
at Gradis¢e above Stiska vas and finds from Stefanja gora
or from the surroundings of Luze near Senc¢ur.!!! In their
immediate vicinity the copper ore is found at MoZjanca
above OlSevek. There was the intention to exploit this
ore at the beginning of the 20™ century but the deposit
is too modest for the present-day needs.!!? Less than 10
km away above the river bed of the Sava is also the Sava
group settlement Drulovka.

The oldest copper finds from Slovenia are prob-
ably from the period of the Lasinja culture.!'® They are
certainly known from western Hungary,!'* in Croatia,!!®
and in the area of northern Italy.!!® In this time the
copper ore was dug at Brixlegg in the valley of the Inn
in Austria.!!” 18 The settlements of the Lasinja culture
often appear in the place of the previous Sava group,
which is true for example for Spaha, Gradec near Mirna,

105 Antonovi¢ 1997, 35-39 and chapter 6, in this mono-
graph.

106 See chapter 6, in this monograph.

107 See chapter 6, in this monograph.

108 Veluscek, Greif 1998, map 1.

109 F.g. Veluicek 2004e, 302.

110 Veluséek 2004e, 301.

1 Josipovic¢ 1984, 73-89.

112 T Osterman, pers. comm.

113 Veluséek, Greif 1998; cf. Klassen 2010.

114 Kalicz 1991; Somogyi 2002.

115 Balen 2006a, 28; 2008b, 12.

116 Klassen 2010, 35-39.

17 Hoppner et al. 2005, 293-315.

118 For the issue of spreading early finds from copper into
Central Europe see e.g. Matuschik 1997, 81-105; Gleirscher
2007, 93-110; Klassen 2010, 29-48.
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letje) in na Dezmanovih koli¢ih!* (3. in 2. tisocletje).
Skratka argumentov, ki govorijo o tem, da je poselitev
Barja ozko povezana z metalursko dejavnostjo, je veliko.

V tej smeri lahko nadaljujemo z nizanjem argu-
mentov, ki govore v prid tezi, da ozemlje Slovenije ni
bilo stalno poseljeno, oz. enakomerno stalno poseljeno,
in da je bila poselitev v neposredni povezavi z glavno
ekonomsko dejavnostjo nosilcev, a verjetno ni potrebno.
Naj za konec omenimo le $e podatek, da je slovenska
prazgodovina v svetu Se vedno najbolj znana po stevil-
nih, predvsem dolenjskih najdi¢ih iz halstatske dobe,
kar zagotovo ni nakljudje, saj gre za obmocje, kjer je v
okolici najti surovino za Zelezarsko dejavnost, ki je bila
v tem ¢asu nedvomno zelo razvita.!3

1.5 SKLEP

Arheolosko najdi$¢e Spaha nad Brezovico pri Pred-
gradu, 826 m n. m., je koncem sedemdesetih in v prvi
polovici osemdesetih let prejsnjega stoletja raziskovala
G. Hirschbéck - Merhar, takrat sodelavka Pokrajinskega
muzeja v Kocevju. V $estih sondah je odkrila najdbe iz
$tirih prazgodovinskih obdobij. Ze na povrsju so bili
dobro vidni ostanki kamnitega temelja, sicer zelo ver-
jetno lesene straznice iz 16. stoletja, iz obdobja turskih
vpadov, ko je bilo na Spahi kresisce.

Raziskave so pokazale, da sta bila v prazgodovini
poseljena dva vrhnja in nad okolico dvignjena platoja
juznega poboc¢ja kopastega hriba Straza, katerih vrh pisni
vir omenja kot Gridisch.

Prvo poselitev na Spahi dokumentirajo najdbe iz
obdobja savske skupine. V tistem ¢asu je bil obljuden
samo najvisji plato, ki je bil na juzni strani dodatno
zavarovan s kamnitim obrambnim zidom. Analogije za
keramiko in analize kamnitih sekir kaZejo na primerjave
z vzhodom, na obmod¢je seske kulture oz. 4. stopnje
sopotske kulture po Z. Markovi¢u.!3” Poglobljena
$tudija!®® na gradivu savske skupine je pokazala, da
relativnokronolosko sodi v poznolengyelski horizont,
absolutnokronolosko pa v ¢as med 4712 in 4547 (oz.
med 4726 in 4504) pr. Kr. pri 1-sigma. Drugo poselitveno
fazo na Spahi opredeljujejo najdbe iz obdobja lasinjske
kulture. Absolutnokronolosko govorimo o ¢asu med
4366 in 4080 oz. tudi $e o zgodnjem 4. tisocletju pr. Kr.
Veliko manj je najdb, ki jih lahko uvrstimo v horizont
keramike z brazdastim vrezom. Absolutnokronologko
je to ¢as druge Cetrtine 4. tisocletja pr. Kr. Takrat je bil
poseljen tudi spodnji oz. juzni naselbinski plato. Praz-
godovinska poselitev se zakljuci najverjetneje s kulturo
zarnih grobis¢. Skromne najdbe kazejo na mlajse praz-
godovinsko obdobje in zagotovo niso bodisi neolitske ali

135 Npr. Veluséek 2009b, 25.

136 Dular, Tecco - Hvala 2007, 212-217.
1371994,

138 Glej poglavije 5, v tem zborniku.
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Drulovka, Catez - Sredno polje, and Ptujski grad. It is
similar with Bukovnica where there was a Late Lengyel
village before the settlement of the Lasinja culture. The
interesting thing here is that there are no sites from this
period at the Ljubljansko barje.

The area of origin for the hammer axe made of
meta-ultramafite from Spaha must be somewhere in the
northern Balkans.!!® The find belongs to the horizon of
pottery with furrowed incisions, similar to one of the
axes made of dolerite,'?° the other is from the Lasinja
culture'?! and most probably come from the Banija
ophiolite complex. Since axes made of the same material
also appear in western Slovenia and mostly in Istria,!??
they can be without a doubt connected to Spaha which
lies along the way. In this sense the depot of three copper
axes of the type Szakalhat from Boljun in north-eastern
Istria seems very interesting and revealing.!?*

Discussing the horizon of pottery with furrowed
incisions we should besides the numerous finds at
Gradisce above Desen also mention the “contemporary”
cave site Kevderc on Lubnik which lies above the well
known copper ore deposit in Bodoveljska grapa.!?* At
that time the Ljubljansko barje was again settled after
the almost one thousand year break. Besides Hocevarica
we also know of pile-dwellings Strojanova voda and
Gornje mostisce.'? The proof that the pile-dwellers were
involved in copper metallurgy around 3600 BC comes
from Hocevarica.'? In the 4™ millennium the connec-
tions between continental Slovenia, Caput Adria, and
northern Italian region must have been established.'?”
The analyses of stone necklace ringlets indicate that they
originate from the area of the northern Karavanke or
Pohorje.!? Could they be speaking about the routes on
which the raw material for casting of copper objects was
arriving at the Ljubljansko barje? From that time on the
pile-dwellings at the Ljubljansko barje are known exactly
for the copper metallurgy. Various sample trenching
and other field studies revealed the presence of copper
objects or metallurgic equipment also at, for example,
Mabharski prekop,'?? Stare gmajne!*® (4™ millennium),
Zaloznica,'®! Spica'®? (3" millennium), and at De-

119 See chapter 4: PI. 4.17: 4, in this monograph.

120 See chapter 4: PL 4.16: 13, in this monograph.

121 See chapter 4: PL 4.8: 6, in this monograph.

122 See chapter 6, in this monograph.

123 Mihovili¢ 1992, 207, Figs. 1, 2; see also Dobes 1989,
40; Veluscek, Greif 1998, 42.

124 Cf. Veluscek, Greif 1998, 35; Veluséek 2004e, 301.

125 Velus¢ek, Cufar 2008, 31-48.

126 Smit 2004, 69-71.

127 Pavsi¢, Dirjec 2004; Bernardini et al. 2009b.

128 See Skaberne, Mladenovi¢ 2004, 65-68.

129 Veluscek, Greif 1998, 32, 33.

130 Veluscek 2009b, 18-25.

131 Velus¢ek, Cufar 2003, 126.

132 Velugeek 2010, 88.
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eneolitske starosti. V 16. stoletju po Kr. je bilo na Spahi
kresisce, se pravi izvidnigka tocka, ki na najboljsi nacin
izkazuje stratesko lego!* najdis¢a nad o¢itno pomemb-
nimi potmi iz doline Kolpe oz. Bele krajine proti severu
v osrednjo Slovenijo in obratno.

Prazgodovinsko, predvsem neo-eneolitsko poseli-
tev na Spahi moremo povezati s $ir§im dogajanjem v tem
delu Evrope.'*? Nage analize kaZejo, da jo lahko poveze-
mo s prvimi iskalci bakrove rude. Za najzgodnejsi val v
obdobju savske skupine sicer ni neposrednih podatkov
in o tem lahko govorimo posredno. Ve¢ jih je iz obdo-
bja lasinjske kulture, $e ve¢ pa iz horizonta keramike z
brazdastim vrezom. V obdobju kulture Zarnih grobis¢
je mimo Spahe tekla trasa jantarske poti.

Ob iskalcih bakra, ki so se najverjetneje'*! ukvarjali
tudi s poljedelstvom,'*? nas na nekoliko druga¢no vlogo
naselbinske to¢ke opozarjajo $tevilni odlomki Zrmelj,
katerih kamnina izvira z nahajali$¢ pri Knezji Lipi, le par
kilometrov pro¢ od Spahe. Ker je teh najdb veliko, smo
prisli do zakljucka, slednje velja vsaj za obdobji savske
skupine in lasinjske kulture, da je na Spahi Zivel del po-
pulacije, ki je “kolonizirala” obrobja visokoproduktivnih
prsti v Beli krajini.'** Najdbe ne govore v prid tezi o
transhumantnem gospodarstvu,'#4 kot ga npr. pozna-
mo iz zahodne Slovenije,!** ki tudi sicer ni izpri¢ano v
etnologkih virih za Belo krajino in Ko¢evsko,'*® ki naj bi
se razmahnilo s pojavom visinskih naselij.!*” Nasprotno,
najstarej$a keramika je primerljiva belokranjski in bolj
kot na ¢asovno zaostajanje,'*8 kaze na socasnost.!*’ V
kombinaciji z drugimi razlogi za poselitev se zato zdi
verjetnejse prakticiranje planinskega pasnistva, kar v
tem zborniku predlaga B. Togkan.!*

141

139 Prim. z Dular 1985, 97.

140 Glej npr. Radivojevié et al. 2010.

11 Glej poglavje 7, v tem zborniku.

142 prim. s Kienlin 2008, 503-540.

143 Prim. z Mason 2008, 18, 19.

144 Glej npr. Mason 1994; 2008; Mason, Andri¢ 2009.
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147 Npr. Mason 1994, 188; 2008, 21.
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schmanns pile-dwellings'>* (3¢ and 2"¢ millennium).
Therefore, the arguments in favour of the fact that the
settlement of the Ljubljansko barje was closely connected
to metallurgy are many.

We could continue to enumerate the arguments in
favour of the thesis that the Slovenian territory was not
permanently settled or evenly permanently settled and
that the settlement was in direct connection to the main
economic activity of the carriers but it is not really nec-
essary. Let us conclude with the data that the Slovenian
prehistory is still best known around the world for its
numerous, mostly the Dolenjska region sites from the
Hallstatt period which cannot be a coincidence - for
this is an area in the vicinity of which raw material for
the ironing activities can be found and that activity was
extremely developed at that time.3

1.5 CONCLUSION

The archaeological site Spaha above Brezovica pri
Predgradu, 826 ma. s. I, was at the end of the 70s and in
the first half of the 80s of the previous century researched
by G. Hirschbdck - Merhar, then from the Regional
museum in Kocevje. In six trenches she discovered finds
from four prehistoric periods. The surface itself reveals
the well visible remains of the stone foundation, most
probably of a wooden watchtower from the 16t century,
from the period of the Turkish invasions when a beacon
was situated at Spaha.

Research revealed that in prehistory two upper and
raised plateaus of the southern slope of the domed hill
of Straza were settled, the top of which is in the written
source referred to as Gradisch.

The first settlement at Spaha is documented by finds
from the period of the Sava group. At that time only the
upper plateau was populated which was on the south-
ern side additionally protected by a stone defence wall.
Analogies for pottery and stone axes analyses indicate
comparisons with the east, the area of the Sece culture
or the 4™ phase of the Sopot culture according to Z.
Markovi¢.!3 The in-depth study'*® of the material of the
Sava group showed that the relative chronology places it
to the Late Lengyel horizon and absolute chronology to
the time between 4712 and 4547 (or between 4726 and
4504) BC at 1-sigma. The second settlement phase at
Spaha is defined by finds from the period of the Lasinja
culture. Absolutely chronologically we speak about the
time between 4366 and 4080 or also about the early 4th
millennjium BC. Much less finds can be assigned to the
horizon of pottery with furrowed incisions. Absolutely
chronologically this is the time of the second quarter

133 E.g. Velus¢ek 2009b, 25.

134 Dular, Tecco - Hvala 2007, 212-217.
135 1994,

136 See chapter 5, in this monograph.
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of the 4™ millennium BC. At that time the lower or
southern settlement plateau was also inhabited. The
prehistoric settlement most probably ends with the
Urnfield culture. Modest finds point to the younger
prehistoric period and are certainly not of the Neolithic
or Eneolithic age. In the 16" century AD there was a
beacon at Spaha, a lookout spot which best reveals the
strategic position'?” of the site located above the obvi-
ously important routes from the Kolpa valley or Bela
krajina towards the north into central Slovenia and back.

The prehistoric, especially Neo-Eneolithic settle-
ment at Spaha can be connected to the broader happen-
ings in this part of Europe.!* Our analyses show that it
can be associated with the first copper ore prospectors.
There are indeed no data for the earliest wave of the Sava
group and we can speak about this only indirectly. More
are from the Lasinja culture and even more from the
horizon of pottery with furrowed incisions. In the period
of the Urnfield culture the Amber route ran past Spaha.

Besides copper prospectors who were most prob-
ably'* also farmers'* numerous fragments of querns,
the rock for which originates from the deposits at Knezja
Lipa located only a couple of kilometres away from
Spaha, also remind us of a somewhat different role of
this settlement point. Due to the great number of these
finds we concluded, at least for the time of the Sava
group and Lasinja culture, that one part of the popula-
tion which “colonised” the margins of highly-productive
soils in Bela krajina'*! lived at Spaha. Finds do not speak
in favour of the thesis about transhumant economy!'#?
as it is for example known from western Slovenia,!*?
which is also not attested in ethnological sources for
Bela krajina and the Kocevska,'4* and which supposedly
spread with the occurrence of hilltop settlements.!*> On
the contrary, the oldest pottery is comparable to that of
Bela krajina and points more to the contemporariness!4®
than to chronological arrears.'*” In combination with
other reasons for settlement the practicing of mountain
grazing seems more probable, as it is also suggested by
B. Toskan in this monograph.!4

137 Cf. Dular 1985, 97.

138 See e.g. Radivojevié et al. 2010.

139 See chapter 7, in this monograph.
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146 See chapter 5, in this monograph.
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2. ARCHAEOLOGICAL
AND PALEONTOLOGICAL
CAVE SITES
IN THE WIDER AREA OF
RIBNISKA AND STRUSKA
DOLINA AND KOCEVSKA

Pavel JAMNIK in Anton VELUSCEK

Izvlecek

V prispevku predstavljamo 29 kraskih jam s $irSega obmod¢ja
ribnigke in struske doline ter Kocevske, v katerih so bile najdene
arheoloske najdbe ali paleontoloski ostanki. Med njimi je 10
jamskih najdis¢, ki so prvi¢ predstavljena.

Arheoloski ostanki kazejo, da so bile jame obiskovane zaradi
razli¢nih razlogov od obdobja mlajsega paleolitika do sedanjosti.

V nekaterih jamah so ostanki jamskega medveda (Ursus
spelaeus), redki ostanki jamskega leva (Panthera leo spelaea) in
npr. tudi losa (Alces alces L.).

Klju¢ne besede: kraske jame, arheoloske najdbe, paleon-
toloski ostanki.

2.1 UVOD

Arheoloske najdbe iz jam se v domaci arheoloski
literaturi natan¢neje obravnavajo le v okviru kameno-
dobnih kultur! ali ¢e so v jami morda odkrite pomemb-
nejse najdbe. Drobne, vendar za vzpostavitev poselitvene
slike nikakor ne nepomembne arheoloske ostaline iz jam
tako ostanejo veckrat prezrte. V zadnjih desetletjih so
bile vsaj nekatere objavljane v obliki kratkih poro¢il v
“Porocilih” revije Varstvo spomenikov, nekaj pregledov
jamskih najdi$¢ po regijah Slovenije pa je najti tudi v
reviji Nase jame.?

! Npr. Brodar 1991; Turk et al. 1993.
2 Npr. Leben 1970; Josipovi¢ 1983.
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Abstract

The paper presents 29 cave sites in the wider area of Ribniska
and Strugka dolina and Kocevska, which yielded archaeological or
paleontological remains. Among them, we present 10 cave sites,
which were not cited before.

Archaeological remains indicate that people visited caves for
various reasons, from the Upper Palaeolithic to the present day.

Some caves revealed remains of the cave bear (Ursus spelae-
us) and some also rare cave lion (Panthera leo spelaea) and moose
(Alces alces L.) remains.

Keywords: Karst caves, archaeological finds, paleontological
remains.

2.1 INTRODUCTION

Slovene archaeological literature mentions archaeo-
logical remains, found in caves, only whilst discussing
Stone Age cultures' or when important finds occur.
Scarce archaeological remains found in caves, which
are significant in order to establish settlement patterns,
are repeatedly ignored. A small number of these have
been in the last decades mentioned in the form of short
reports (‘Porocila’) in the journal Varstvo spomenikov
and some references can also be found in the journal
Nase jame.?

! e.g. Brodar 1991; Turk et al. 1993.
2 e.g. Leben 1970; Josipovi¢ 1983.
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Poleg slovenskih raziskovalcev paleolitika, katerim
je jamski prostor eden osnovnih objektov preucevanja,
se je v slovenski arheologiji sistemati¢no z jamskimi
arheoloskimi najdi$¢i in vodenjem evidence o “arheo-
logkih jamah” dolga leta ukvarjal E Leben. V doktorski
disertaciji® je predstavil katalog jamskih arheoloskih
najdis¢ iz jugovzhodnoalpskega obmocja z obsezno
literaturo. Jame je tudi kronolosko ter kulturno opredelil.
Bazo podatkov je kasneje dograjeval in predstavlja po-
memben segment baze podatkov o arheoloskih najdis¢ih
Slovenije, t. i. ARKAS.*

Pri tokratni lokalno zamejeni predstavitvi jamskih
arheoloskih najdis¢ se kot glavno vprasanje zastavlja,
kako $iroko obmo¢je vkljuditi v predstavitev. Vedno je
nekje blizu “mejne ¢rte” $e kaksno najdisce, ki bi ga bilo
predstavitvi smiselno dodati, ¢e Ze ne zaradi drugega,
pa vsaj zato, da so podatki zbrani na enem mestu. Kot
kriterij predstavitve smo za izhodi$¢e vzeli naravne
komunikacijske povezave oziroma obmo¢je z jamo kot
arheoloskim najdi$¢em, ki se v naravno komunikacijsko
povezavo po nasem mnenju $e vkljucuje.

Pri jamskih arheoloskih najdi$¢ih na RibniSkem,
Kocevskem in obkolpskem obmodju je ozemlje tezko
zamejiti z ostro lo¢nico. Obmoc¢je Male gore, Kocevskega
roga, pobo¢ja nad Kolpo in Poljanska gora, so prostrana
podrodja, ki so brez dvoma po kriteriju naravne komuni-
kacijske povezanosti lahko obravnavana kot nekaks$na mi-
kroregija. V zadnjih letih je bilo prav na $irSem obmocju
kocevske in ribniske odkritih ve¢ novih jamskih najdis¢.
Vzrok je morda na eni strani v nekdanji “zapostavljenosti”
tega obmocja, na drugi pa v ozave$¢anju jamarjev, da je
pri raziskavah kraskih objektov treba biti pozoren tudi
na arheologke in paleontoloske ostaline.®

V jamskih najdi$¢ih z obravnavanega obmocja
sistemati¢ne arheoloske raziskave v ve¢ini primerov niso
bile opravljene. Pomembno izjemo predstavlja Ciganska
jama v sistemu Zeljnskih jam z bogato mlajsepaleolitsko
kulturo,® kronologko mlajsa obdobja pa so tudi tam
ostala do pred kratkim’ podrobneje neobdelana.

Tezava jamskih arheologkih najdis¢ je tudi v tem,
da je pri odkritih arheoloskih ostalinah ponavadi pri-
soten ¢asovno in kulturno neenoten zbir, kar se zdi, da
dodatno otezuje odlocitev za nadaljevanje raziskave.
Posledi¢no je torej tudi pricujoca predstavitev le skro-
men zbir podatkov, iz katerih pa je vendar mogoce vsaj
priblizno ¢asovno opredeliti arheoloska obdobja, ki so
zastopana v obravnavanih jamah, in v¢asih podati tudi
razloge, zakaj je ¢lovek vanje zahajal.

3 Leben 1971.

4 Glej: http://arkas.zrc-sazu.si

5> Avtorja se Drustvu za raziskovanje jam (DZR]) iz Rib-
nice zahvaljujeva za zavzeto dokumentiranje in obve$canje o
arheologkih in paleontoloskih najdbah iz jam, ki jih predstav-
ljava v tem prispevku.

¢ Glej Brodar 1991.

7 Glej Veluscéek 2011.
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Besides Slovenian researchers of Palaeolithic, which
use caves as one of the main areas of their research, F.
Leben systematically studied archaeological cave sites and
was keeping records on ‘archaeological caves’ for many
years. In his doctoral thesis, he presented a catalogue of
archaeological cave sites in the south-eastern Alpine area,
which was accompanied by extensive bibliography. Caves
were also chronologically and culturally defined. He kept
upgrading his records and his catalogue now represents
an important segment of the database of archaeological
sites in Slovenia, the so-called ARKAS.*

One of the main questions of this locally delimited
presentation of archaeological cave sites is the size of the
research area. It always happens that there is another
site somewhere nearby, which could also be included
in the presentation, if for no other reason but to have
all the data collected in one database. Therefore, as a
basis for this presentation, we decided to follow natural
communication routes in the area or archaeological
cave sites, which, in our opinion, utilised this natural
communication route.

Archaeological cave sites in the area of Ribnica,
Kocevska, and near the river Kolpa are not easy to
enclose by a sharp boundary. The areas of Mala gora,
Kocevski rog, the slopes above the river Kolpa, and
Poljanska gora are vast areas, which can be considered
as a micro-region by a criterion of natural communica-
tion routes. Several new cave sites were discovered in the
wider area of Ko¢evska and Ribniska. The reason for this
perhaps lies in the until recent neglect of this area on one
side and in educating the cavers that they should also pay
attention to archaeological and paleontological remains
while researching the caves on the other.®

The cave sites, studied in this book, were most
often not areas of archaeological systematic research.
One notable exception is Ciganska jama that forms
part of a system of Zeljnske jame, which are rich with
Upper Palaeolithic cultural remains,® while later periods
remained neglected until recently.”

Another problem with archaeological cave sites is
the fact that archaeological remains usually present a
mix of remains of different cultures and periods, which
further complicates a decision whether to continue
with the research. The present paper is therefore only a
modest collection of data, from which is, however, pos-
sible to at least partially identify archaeological periods
represented in the studied caves and sometimes mention
reasons why people were visiting them.

3 Leben 1971.

4 See: http://arkas.zrc-sazu.si

5 The authors thank the Speleological Society (DZR]) of
Ribnica for their constant documenting and for providing in-
formation regarding archaeological and paleontological finds

from the caves presented in this paper.
¢ See Brodar 1991.
7 See Veluscek 2011.
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2.2 NAJDISCA

Pregled najdis¢ zacenjamo pod Rasico, kjer komu-
nikacijsko moznost v smeri RibniSke doline in naprej
proti Kocevski in Kolpi razdeli Mala gora. Ob vzhodni
strani Male gore se vle¢e kompoljsko-struska dolina, ki
se v Strugah v smeri proti vzhodu razcepi v komunika-
cijsko povezavo proti Zvir¢am in preko Suhe krajine do
Dvora pri Zuzemberku, proti jugovzhodu pa nadaljuje
ob vznozju Male gore proti Kocevski. Na zahodni strani
Male gore naravna komunikacija poteka mimo Velikih
Las¢ v Ribnigko dolino in naprej proti Kocevju.

Ob glavni komunikacijski povezavi med Ribnico
in Kocevjem je ravno tako pomembna pot med Ribnico
in Kocevsko preko Goteniske doline. Obe povezavi se v
smeri proti jugu zdruzita pri Stalcarjih, kjer se ozemlje
ze prevesi v dolino reke Kolpe, ki jo ocenjujemo kot
pomembno komunikacijsko izhodi$ce oz. vozlisce.

Iz Kocevske proti novomeski kotlini je mogoca
komunikacijska povezava preko Kocevskega roga. V
pregled jam z arheoloskimi najdbami smo zato vkljucili
tudi jugozahodni in zahodni del Kocevskega roga in v
smeri do reke Kolpe $e del Poljanske gore.

Pri poredju Kolpe smo se odlo¢ili za obmocje od
izvira, ¢eprav je ta Ze na hrvaski strani, pa do zaselka
Bilpa oz. predela pod Starim trgom ob Kolpi (sl. 2.1).

Tako smo v pregled vklju¢ili 29 jamskih objektov.
Med njimi je tudi jama,? iz katere arheoloskih, tj. arte-
faktov, ali paleontoloskih ostalin sicer $e ne poznamo,
vendar po ogledu skoraj ni dvoma, da gre za potencialno
arheolosko najdisce.

2.2.1 ZAHODNA STRAN MALE GORE

Opis Male gore in njeno zamejitev v prostoru je
najnatan¢neje podal A. Kranjc®: “Ribniska Mala gora je
izrazit podolgovat hrib, lahko bi mu rekli kar sleme, ki
se vlece v dinarski smeri (severozahod-jugovzhod) 24
km dale¢ in je v povprecju 3-4 km $iroko. Zavzema okoli
115 km? povrsine. Je slemenasto hribovje, ki predstavlja
prehod med nizkim planotastim dolenjskim na eni stra-
ni ter visokim notranjskim krasom na drugi strani, tako
po visinah kot tudi po oblikovanosti povrsja.

V ve¢jem delu je Mala gora relativno visoka,
300-500 m. Od okolice je povsod dobro in jasno lo-
¢ena, ponekod je meja e posebej izrazita. Na severu je
od turjasko-grosupeljskega hribovja lo¢ena z izrazito
vrezano in ponekod precej Siroko dolino Rasice ter
severnim delom Dobrepolja (Predstruge). Na zahodu
Malo goro omejuje Laska pokrajina in globoko vrezana

vvvvv

jo od suhokrajinske planote lo¢i Dobrepolje, proti ka-

8 Glej 7. Gosposka jama, v tem prispevku.
9 1980, 32.
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2.2 THE SITES

The list of sites begins below Rasica, where a prob-
able communication route in the direction of Ribniska
dolina and towards Kocevska and Kolpa is divided
by Mala gora. On the eastern side of Mala gora lies
Kompoljsko-struska dolina, which splits at Struge. To-
wards the east is a communication route to Zvirce and
across Suha krajina to Dvor pri Zuzemberku. Towards
the south-east the route follows the foot of Mala gora to
Kocevska. Natural communication route on the western
side of Mala gora passes Velike Las¢e and continues
towards Ribniska dolina and Kocevije.

Just as important as the main communication
route between Ribnica and Kocevije is the route between
Ribnica and Kocevska, which runs through Goteniska
dolina. Both routes lead towards south and join at
Stalcerji, where the terrain starts descending towards
the Kolpa valley, which is considered an important
communication route or network.

From Kocevska towards the basin of Novo mesto
is a possible communication route via Kocevski rog.
An overview of caves with archaeological finds there-
fore also includes western and north-western parts of
Kocevski rog and, in the direction of the river Kolpa, a
fraction of Poljanska gora.

The area we decided to overview in the basin of
Kolpa spreads from its spring, although this is located
in Croatia, to the settlement of Bilpa or the area below
Stari trg ob Kolpi (Fig. 2.1).

In this paper, we discuss 29 cave sites. Among
them is a cave® where no archaeological, i.e. artefacts,
or paleontological remains have been found, but after a
visit to the cave almost no doubt remains that the cave
is a potential archaeological site.

2.2.1 WESTERN SLOPES OF MALA GORA

The description of Mala gora and its position in the
landscape was most accurately described by A. Kranjc.
“Ribniska Mala gora is a distinctively elongated hill or
ridge, which stretches 24 km in the Dinaric direction
(NW-SE) and is on average 3-4 km wide. It occupies
an area of about 115 km?. This ridge represents a transi-
tion between the low plateau of the Dolenjska Karst on
one side and a higher region of the Notranjska Karst on
the other, in height as well as the shape of the surface”

“Mala gora is relatively high, 300-500 m. It is clearly
separated from its surroundings. This separation is par-
ticularly distinct on some locations, towards the north
of Turjak-Grosuplje hills it is separated by a pronounced
and a fairly wide valley of Rasica and the northern part
of Dobrepolje (Predstruga). Mala gora is limited by the

8 See 7. Gosposka jama, in this paper.
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SI 2.1: Karta obravnavanega obmo¢ja z oznac¢enimi jamskimi najdi$ci.
Fig. 2.1: Map of the studied area with marked cave sites.

1 Mala tkal¢ja jama, 2 Zivinska jama, 3 Koblarska jama, 4 Lisi¢ja jama, 5 Grozdna jama, 6 Vrbovska ali/or Popisna jama, 7 Go-
sposka jama, 8 Gregceva jama, 9 Podtaborska ali/or Andol$kova jama, 10 Dolga jama, 11 Antonkov skedenj, 12 Gornja vodena
jama, 13 Cvarova jama, 14 Mala kneZja jama, 15 Spodmol pri Macesnovi gorici, 16 Mali brlog, 17 Meresloh ali/or Medvedova
oz./or Crna jama, 18 Ciganska jama, 19 Brezno Linija, 20 Franc - Losova jama, 21 Tsinkelnova jama, 22 Grémanova jama, 23
Hajducka pecina, 24 Poli¢na jama, 25 Lukova jama, 26 Jama treh bratov, 27 Bilpa II, 28 Bilpa III in 29 Bilpa IV.

teremu je meja $e posebno jasna. Se najslab3e je Mala
gora loc¢ena od sosednjih ozemelj proti jugovzhodu,
kjer se podobno hribovje nadaljuje v Koc¢evski Mali
gori. Vendar sta obe goriloceni z dolinskim pretrzjem
pribivsi vasi Mala gora v visini 480 m n. m. Od roskega
vi§avja v okolici Poloma lo¢uje Malo goro suha dolina,
v kateri sta bili neko¢ vasi Kukovo in Vrbovec. Ta dolina
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land of Laska and a pronounced valley of Trzis¢ica to-
wards the west, followed by Ribnisko polje. Dobrepolje
separates it from Suhokrajinska planota (Suha krajina
plateau) towards the east. This margin is particularly
clear. The least pronounced boundary can be seen in
the direction of neighbouring territories to the south-
east, where similarly formed hills continue to Kocevska
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se vlece proti jugovzhodu kot nadaljevanje Dobrepolja
oziroma Strug”

Z obmocja Male gore je arheoloskih podatkov iz-
redno malo. S. Rutar in J. Pe¢nik Ze leta 1893 omenjata
prazgodovinsko naselbino in okoli nje gomilno grobisc¢e
nahribu sv. Ane.!? Pod obmo¢je Male gore lahko $tejemo
tudi bronastodobno naselbino pri Zlebi¢u na zacetku
Ribniske doline.!! Do zacetka sistemati¢nega pregle-
dovanja jam na Mali gori so bila v literaturi omenjana
tudi tri jamska arheoloska najdi$¢a: Koblarska jama s
skeletnimi ostanki,'? Zivinski spodmol nad vasjo Zapuze
pri Ribnici®? in Lisi¢ja jama.!4

1. Mala tkalcja jama (kat. $t. JZS 7045; t. 2.1: 1-3)

Nekdanji vodni rov se za lepo obokanim vhodom
posevno spusca v danes le Se 30 m dolgo jamo. Po dnu
jame so skalni bloki, za vhodom, po pobo¢ju je verjetno
odlozeno kar ve¢ deset centimetrov sedimenta. Leta
2002 so ¢lani DZR]J Ribnica na povrsju nadli razli¢no
staro keramiko (. 2.1: 1-3), med katero je tudi nekaj
prazgodovinskih, podrobneje neopredeljenih fragmen-
tov (npr. t. 2.1: 1), kar dokazuje, da je bila Mala tkal¢ja
jama obiskovana in vsaj kot zaveti$¢e uporabljana v ve¢
arheoloskih obdobjih.

2. Zivinska jama (Zivinski spodmol) (kat. §t. JZS
3100)

Nad vasjo Zapuze pri Ribnici je velik spodmol, ki
ga domacini imenujejo Zivinski spodmol. V njem je leta
1975 sondiral M. Brodar. Profil je enostaven. Pol metra
humusne plasti, navzdol do dosezene globine 2,84 m
pa debelogrus¢nata, mo¢no ilovnata plast rdeckaste
barve. V humusu so bili najdeni malostevilni fragmenti
keramike in en kos kremena, na prehodu med humusom
in spodnjo plastjo pa neretusirana klinica. V vrhnjem
delu spodnje plasti pa Se 2 kosa zelenega rozenca, od
katerih je eden po robu retusiran, in drobec kosti, ki $e
ni fosilizirana. Ker so najdbe obetale odkritje kulturne
plasti, je bila ob prvi sondi skopana $e ena iste velikosti,
do globine, kjer so se v prvi sondi pojavile najdbe, vendar
v drugi sondi najdb ni bilo. Po odkritih kosih kremena
kulturne pripadnosti ni bilo mogoce dolo¢iti.!>

V devetdesetih letih so ¢lani DZR] Ribnica po-
skusali najti nadaljevanje jame ob zadnji jamski steni.
Po oceni je to okoli 7 m od Brodarjevih sond. Nih¢e od
jamarjev, ki so sodelovali pri kopanju pod zadnjo steno,
se ne spominja nikakr$nih najdb, kar seveda ne pomeni,
da jih ni bilo. Obstaja namrec velika verjetnost, da tudi,
¢e bi v plasti bili posamezni kosi kremena, jamarji nanje
verjetno ne bi bili pozorni.

10 Po Slabe 1996, 839.

11 pug 1988-1989, 345-366; Toskan 2005, 91-97.
12 Leben 1970, 30.

13 Brodar 1985, 28.

14 Leben 1970, 31.

15 Brodar 1985, 28.
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Mala gora. However, the two hills are separated by a
valley near a former village of Mala gora, located at 480
m a.s.l. A dry valley, with former villages of Vrbovec
and Kukovo, separates Mala gora from Rog highlands
near Polom. This valley runs towards the south-east as
a continuation of Dobrepolje or Struge.”

Archaeological data regarding the area of Mala
gora is scarce. As early as in 1893, S. Rutar and J. Pe¢nik
mention a prehistoric settlement with a barrow cemetery
around it, located on the hill of Sv. Ana.!? A Bronze Age
settlement near Zlebi¢ in Ribniska dolina can also be
considered as a part of the area of Mala gora.!! Before
the systematic examination of caves at Mala gora was
established, only three archaeological cave sites were
mentioned in literature: Koblarska jama with skeletal
remains,'? Zivinski spodmol above the village of Zapuze
pri Ribnici'?, and Lisi¢ja jama.!*

1. Mala tkal¢ja jama (cat. no. JZS 7045; Pl 2.1: 1-3)

Behind a beautiful arched entrance, a former water
channel obliquely descends in what is now a barely 30 m
long cave. Bedrock at the bottom of the cave is probably
covered with several decimetres of sediment. In 2002,
members of DZR]J Ribnica found here several fragments
of pottery (PL 2.1: 1-3), some of which were prehistoric
(e.g. PL 2.1: 1), which confirms that people were using
Mala tkal¢ja jama during several archaeological periods
at least as a shelter.

2. Zivinska jama (Zivinski spodmol) (cat. no.
JZS 3100)

Above the village of Zapuze pri Ribnici there is a
large rock shelter, the so-called Zivinski spodmol. In
1975, M. Brodar performed sample trenching in the
cave. The profile is simple; half a meter of humus on
top and a layer of coarse reddish clay to the depth of
2.84 m. Scarce fragments of pottery and a piece of chert
were found in the humus layer, while an unretouched
bladelet was discovered at the transition between the
two layers. Top of the bottom layer revealed two pieces
of green chert, one of which had a retouched edge, and
a fragment of bone, which was not fossilised. These
finds indicated a cultural layer and therefore a second
trench was dug next to the first. It was of the same size
and excavated to the depth where the finds occurred
in the first trench, but the second trench did not reveal
any finds. Pieces of chert that were found could not
determine any cultural affiliation.!®

91980, 32.

10 According to Slabe 1996, 839.

1 Pug 1988-1989, 345-366; Toskan 2005, 91-97.
12 Leben 1970, 30.

13 Brodar 1985, 28.

14 Leben 1970, 31.

15 Brodar 1985, 28.
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3. Koblarska jama (Dolga jama) (kat. §t. JZS 94)

Vhod v Koblarsko jamo se nahaja na nadmorski
vi$ini 660 m, na jugozahodnem pobodju Male gore,
slabih 200 m pod vrhom Koblarskega hriba (832 m n.
m.). Jama je bila poznana tudi pod imeni Dolga jama, Ve-
lika jama pri Koblarjih, Weites Loch in Kofler Grotte.!¢
Izoblikovana je v krednih apnencih, ki so tudi drugace
v pretezni meri osnovna kamnina Male gore.

Koblarsko jamo kot arheolosko najdisce prvi ome-
nja K. Moser, ki je iz zasigane gomile izkopal kostne
ostanke skupno osmih starejsih in mlajsih oseb. Poleg so
lezale kosti goveda, spodnji ¢eljustnici srne, kot grobni
pridatki pa $e fragmenti treh posod. Kamnitega orodja
ali kovinskih predmetov ob pokojnikih ni bilo.!”

V casu, ko je v jami kopal Moser, je bilo po jami
nedvomno precej ¢loveskih kosti, vidnih Ze po jamskih
tleh. Zal ni podatka ali je iz jame jemal tudi ta material.
Ohranjen pa je Zapisnik terenskih ogledov DZRJS, z dne
20. maja 1929. V njem avtor omenja, da je v oddelku
“C” nasel ¢loveske kosti. Po njegovi navedbi naj bi leta
1901 J. Miiller iz Trsta in preparator ljubljanskega de-
zelnega muzeja F. Schulz iz jame odpeljala ve¢ zabojev
antropoloskega materiala, za katerim se je izgubila vsaka
sled. Leta 1929 pa je v ljubljanski muzej ¢cloveske kosti iz
jugovzhodnega rova jame prinesel tudi M. Bukovec.!8

Moser je za kulturne ostanke, ki jih je izkopal v
Koblarski jami, menil, da spadajo v nek zgodnji prazgo-
dovinski ¢as.! Leben je v pregledu arheologke podobe
dolenjskih jam zapisal, da “najdb ¢asovno in kulturno ne
moremo natanéneje oznaciti, ker ne vemo kje in kaksni
so ostanki posodja”?® V svoji doktorski disertaciji je v
poglavju o ¢loveskih kostnih ostankih iz jam zapisal, da
je Moser kot pridatke izkopal $e ostanke poznobrona-
stodobnih posod.?!

Leta 1995 so clani DZR] Ribnica v izogib unice-
vanju ¢loveskih kostnih ostankov, po katerih so hodili
Stevilni obiskovalci jame, opravili sistematicen pregled
jame. Ob tem so dokumentirali arheoloske in osteoloske
najdbe.

Skupno je bilo pobrano 21 fragmentov keramike.??
Kot najstarejsi je mogoce opredeliti fragment oboda
posode z okrasom visecega trikotnika, ki je bil izdelan
v tehniki brazdastega vreza.?* A. Velus¢ek?** fragment
uvrsti v obdobje keramike z brazdastim vrezom, ki kro-
nolosko sledi obdobju lasinjske kulture. V isti ¢as lahko
uvrstimo tudi odlomke globokih posod.?

16 Teben 1970, 30.

17 Leben 1970, 30.

18 Teben 1970, 31.

19 Po Leben 1970, 30.

20 Teben 1970, 31.

21 Teben 1971, 251.

22 JTamnik et al. 2002, t. 1; 2: 1-6,11.

23 JTamnik et al. 2002, t. 1: 14.

24 2004c, 242, 260.

25 Jamnik et al. 2002, t. 1: 1-3; glej $e Veluseek 2004c,
242, sl. 5.3.8.
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During the nineties, members of DZR] Ribnica
attempted to find a continuation of the cave at the back
cave wall, which is probably some 7 m away from the
two trenches dug by Brodar. None of the participating
cavers, who were digging next to the rear wall, remem-
bers finding any archaeological or paleontological finds.
This, of course, does not mean that there were not any.
There is a strong possibility that, if the layers revealed
individual pieces of chert, cavers would perhaps not
recognise them.

3. Koblarska jama (Dolga jama) (cat. no. JZS 94)

The entrance to Koblarska jama is located at an alti-
tude of 660 m, on the south-western slope of Mala gora,
less than 200 m below the top of Koblarski hrib (832 m
a.s.1.). The cave is also known as Dolga jama, Velika jama
pri Koblarjih, Weites Loch, and Kofler Grotte.!® It was
formed in cretaceous limestone, which is also the core
rock of Mala gora.

K. Moser was the first researcher who mentioned
Koblarska jama as an archaeological site. He excavated
skeletal remains of eight individuals from a sintered
tumulus. Cattle bones and a deer mandible were lying
next to them and fragments of three vessels that were
placed there as grave goods were discovered. No stone
tools or metal objects were placed next to the deceased.!”

At the time when Moser was excavating in the cave,
there were undoubtedly many human bones scattered
over the floor of the cave. Unfortunately, we do not have
any information whether he collected this material or
not. However, Zapisnik terenskih ogledov DZRJS (DZR]S
field visits), dated 20 May 1929, still exists. There the
author mentions that he found some human bones in
section ‘C’. According to his statements, J. Miiller from
Trieste and a laboratory assistant of the Provincial
Museum of Ljubljana, E. Schulz, took several boxes of
anthropological material from the cave. This material
is now lost. In 1929, M. Bukovec brought human bones
from the south-eastern passage of the cave to the Mu-
seum of Ljubljana.!8

Moser claimed that the cultural remains, which
yielded from Koblarska jama, date to an early prehistoric
period.' Leben, in his archaeological review of caves of
Dolenjska, declared that “the finds cannot be dated nor
culturally determined because we do not know where
the fragments of pottery are and what they look like”?
In his doctoral thesis, in the chapter on human skeletal
remains found in caves, he wrote that Moser excavated
remains of Late Bronze Age vessels, which were placed
there as grave goods.?!

16 Leben 1970, 30.

17 Leben 1970, 30.

18 Teben 1971, 31.

19" According to Leben 1970, 30.
20 Teben 1970, 31.

21 Teben 1971, 251.
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Drugo, pri Jamniku s sodelavci obravnavano kera-
miko pa brez stratigrafskih podatkov zaenkrat ni smi-
selno to¢neje umescati v nek kulturni okvir, saj obsega
netipi¢ne elemente okrasja in oblike posod, ki segajo vse
do antike in morda $e v poznejsi ¢as.?

Po navedbah?’ in kasnejsih opaZzanjih?® sta v jami
prisotna dva nacina pokopa: pokopavanje v gomile in iz-
postavljanje mrtvih ob jamskih stenah. Ze ta ugotovitev
nakazuje, da je bila jama v funkciji grobis¢a verjetno v
ve¢ arheoloskih obdobjih. Po jami so bili pobrani kostni
ostanki 13 osebkov, 7 otrok in 6 odraslih. S kostnimi
ostanki, ki jih je iz gomile izkopal Moser, torej skupno
21 oseb.”?

Na vprasanje o tem, zakaj so si prazgodovinski
ljudje izbrali za grobisce ravno Koblarsko jamo, Se ne
moremo podati zadovoljivega odgovora. V neposredni
okolici Koblarske jame sta namre¢ vsaj $e dve jami (Cr-
na jama in Vanceva jama), ki bi lahko sluzili enakemu
namenu kot Koblarska. Vhoda imata enako markantna,
zato so jih prazgodovinski ljudje verjetno poznali. Gle-
dano z na$imi o¢émi sta enako primerni, po videzu celo
lepsi od Koblarske. V nobeni od jam tudi ni tekoce vode.
Nekaj ve¢ meteorne vode je morda danes le v Koblarski
jami. To bi bilo sicer lahko odlo¢ilno, ¢e je bila situacija v
prazgodovini podobna, vendar se nam zdi pomembneje
nekaj drugega. Vizualno zaznavna razlika z okoliskimi
jamami so izrazite skalne ni$e v Koblarski jami. V teh
nisah so ljudje odlagali svoje pokojnike. Prav te nise bi
lahko vzbudile asociacijo na maternico, vulvo oz. na
vhod, vrnitev v Mater-Zemljo.>

Drugo vprasanje je, kje so ziveli ljudje, ki so svoje
mrtve nosili v jamo. Tudi nanj odgovora $e ni mogoce
podati. V neposredni okolici jame ne poznamo praz-
godovinske naselbine. Tako lahko le domnevamo, da je
moralo biti bivali$¢e nekje na grebenu Male gore. Kot
najblizji vrh je treba upostevati predvsem Koblarski hrib.

4. Lisic¢ja jama (kat. §t. JZS 6155)

V zvezi z Lisi¢jo jamo je bilo kar nekaj desetletij
nejasno, kje se sploh nahaja. Iskalo se jo je po Mali gori
in celo v okolici Zeljnskih jam.3!

V jami je v zadnjih letih 19. stoletja izkopaval
koblarski ucitelj Wolsegger. Takrat je nasel 3 velike
halstatske Zare z dvema rocajema, ki so pri dvigovanju
razpadle.>? Moser je zare sprva datiral v prazgodovinsko
obdobje, pozneje pa omenja keltsko-rimsko starost.>
Pred drugo svetovno vojno so bile najdbe razstavljene

26 Glej $e Jamnik et al. 2002, 42-43.

27 Leben 1970, 30 in tam navedena literatura.

28 Glej Jamnik et al. 2002.

29 JTamnik et al. 2002.

30 JTamnik et al. 2002, 43-45.

31 Ustna informacija F. Leben.

32 F. Leben, Lisi¢ja jama, v: Arheoloska najdisca Slovenije,
1975, 237.

33 Leben 1970, 31 in tam navedena literatura.
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In 1995, members of DZR] Ribnica conducted a
systematic assessment of the cave, in order to avoid
further destruction of human skeletal remains. Archaeo-
logical and osteological remains were documented.

A total of 21 fragments of pottery have been dis-
covered.?? The earliest identifiable fragment is a frag-
ment of the girth of a vessel, decorated with a hanging
triangle, which was made with furrowed incisions.? A.
Veluséek dated the fragment to the period of pottery
with furrowed incisions, which chronologically follows
the period of the Lasinja culture.?* Fragments of deep
vessels can be dated to the same period.?

The rest of the pottery, presented in Jamnik et al.
2002, has no stratigraphic data and is therefore not pru-
dent to assign to any cultural framework, as it comprises
atypical forms of decoration and vessels, which date up
to the Roman period or later.2

Leben’s references?” and subsequent observations?®
specify two methods of burial: the deceased were buried
in tumuli or exposed along the cave walls. This find-
ing alone indicates that the cave was probably used as
a burial ground over several archaeological periods.
The bone material collected on the surface of the cave
belongs to 13 individuals, seven children and six adults.
Together with the bones, excavated by Moser, a total of
21 individuals were discovered.?

We cannot yet give a satisfactory answer as to why
the ancient people chose Koblarska jama as a burial site.
There are at least two other caves in the immediate vicin-
ity of Koblarska jama (Crna jama and Vanceva jama),
which could be used for the same purpose. The entrances
of both are equally prominent so the prehistoric people
probably knew they existed. In our opinion, they are also
equally appropriate and even more attractive than Kob-
larska jama. Water does not run through any of them.
Today, Koblarska jama perhaps shows evidence of some
more meteoric water as the other two caves. This could
be decisive if the situation was similar in prehistoric
times, but one other fact is perhaps more important.
One visually perceptible difference to the nearby caves
is the presence of distinct rock niches in Koblarska jama.
The deceased were placed in these niches, which could
have awoken the association to the uterus, vulva or the
entrance to return to the Mother-Earth.*

Another question that arises is where the people
who used the cave as a burial ground lived. We cannot

22 Jamnik et al. 2001, PL. 1; 2: 1-6,11.

23 Jamnik et al. 2002, P1. 1: 14.

24 2004c, 242, 260.

2> Jamnik et al. 2002, P1. 1: 1-3; see also Velus¢ek 2004c,
242, Fig. 5.3.8.

26 See also Jamnik et al. 2002, 42-43.

27 Leben 1970, 30 and there cited bibliography.

28 See Jamnik et al. 2002.

29 JTamnik et al. 2002.

30 Jamnik et al. 2002, 43-45.
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v kocevski gimnaziji, kje so danes in ¢e so $e sploh
ohranjene, ni znano.

V letu 2008 je bilo v okviru Jamarskega drustva
Zeleznicar opravljenih ve¢ pregledov Male gore z na-
menom odkriti nove arheolosko zanimive jame. Razi-
skave je vodil M. Hornak, takrat zaposlen na Oddelku
za arheologijo Univerze v Ljubljani. Lisi¢jo jamo so
odkrili nekoliko pod Koblarsko jamo in sicer v vrtadi,
ki je zaradi skalnih sten dostopna le z ene strani. Skozi
vhod velikosti 2 x 1,5 m se pride v 17 m dolg rov. V
vhodnem delu so ob levi steni Se vidni sledovi sonde, ki
jo je vzadnjih letih 19. stoletja izkopal koblarski ucitelj.**

2.2.2 VZHODNA STRAN MALE GORE

5. Grozdna jama (kat. §t. JZS 3330; t. 2.1: 4)

Je 75 m dolga poSevna jama. Jama obsega le en
rov, ki se na dveh mestih iz $irine nekaj metrov razsiri
na okoli 10 m. Na mestu, kjer se posevno spuscanje v
jamo nekoliko izravna, so ¢lani DZR] Ribnica leta 2001
med podornimi skalami nasli fragment dna keramicne
posode, ki je bila narejena na lonc¢arskem vretenu (¢. 2.1:
4), in tri manj$e prazgodovinske fragmente.

6. Vrbovska ali Popisana jama (kat. $t. JZS 7013;
sl.2.2,2.3;t. 2.1: 5,6; 2.2)

Je posevna jama z okoli tiridesetmetrskim strmim
spustom do najnizje to¢ke vhodne dvorane. Jama se
nahaja okoli 1,5 kilometer juzno od vasi Vrbovec, na
nadmorski vi$ini 650 m. 27. maja 2001 so jo obiskali
¢lani DZR] Ribnica in v njej na povrsju nasli arheoloske
ostanke.

Dno jame je v ve¢jem delu prekrito s podornimi
v nadaljevanje jame preko vecjega podora. Ta rov se
nadaljuje $e okoli 70 m. Drug rov oziroma nadaljevanje
vhodne dvorane pa se posevno vzpenja okoli 50 m in se
s podorom zaklju¢i v vi$ini vhoda na nasprotni strani
dvorane. V jami ni tekoce vode, je pa na ve¢ mestih nekaj
meteorne vode ujete v manjsih kotanjah. Kjer voda kaplja
iz stropa na ilovico, je mogoce opaziti ve¢ drobcev oglja.

Dno vhodne dvorane, na delu, ki ga ne prekriva
podorno skalovje, tvori suha ilovica, ki je zaradi priso-
tnosti oglja temnejsa od ostale ilovice v jami. Ze pogled
z dvignjenega nadaljevanja jame zaradi temnejse ilovice
daje slutiti mesto prazgodovinskega bivanja (sl. 2.2).
Med skalnimi bloki in posameznimi ve¢jimi kamni so
lezali fragmenti keramike vsaj dveh posod. V predelu,
kjer se za¢ne podorno skalovje, je manjsa kotanja. V
njej je med skalami veliko Zzivalskih kosti. Nekatere so
ze delno prekrite s sigovo skorjo. Povrsen pregled kosti
kaze, da gre za kostne ostanke drobnice in morda srnjadi
in jelenjadi. Skupaj s kostmi sta bila med podornim
skalovjem najdena 2 kosa obdelanega jelenovega roga

34 Hornak, Stepi$nik 2008, 45.
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answer this question yet. No prehistoric settlements are
known from the immediate vicinity of the cave. We can
only assume that a settlement was located somewhere
on the ridge of Mala gora. The nearest peak is Koblarski
hrib.

4. Lisic¢ja jama (cat. no. JZS 6155)

The location of Lisi¢ja jama had been unknown for
several decades. People were searching for it on Mala
gora and even near Zeljnske jame.’!

In the last years of the 19' century, the cave was
partly excavated by Wolsegger, a teacher from Koblarji.
He discovered three large double-handled Hallstatt urns
that were destroyed at lifting.>> Moser initially dated
the urns to the prehistoric period but he later referred
to the Celtic-Roman period.>* Before World War 11
the finds were exhibited in the Kocevje high-school. It
is not known where they are today nor if they are still
preserved.

In 2008, the Zelezni¢ar Cave Society conducted
a survey on Mala gora in order to discover new caves
of archaeological interest. The survey was supervised
by M. Hornak, who was at the time employed at the
Department of Archaeology, University of Ljubljana.
Lisi¢ja jama was discovered just below Koblarska jama,
in a sinkhole, which is only accessible from one side due
to a rock wall. The entrance measures 2 x 1.5 m and is
followed by a 17 m long passage. Traces of excavations
done by a teacher from Koblarji in the last years of the
19t century are still visible along the left wall near the
entrance.*

2.2.2 EASTERN SLOPES OF MALA GORA

5. Grozdna jama (cat. no. JZS 3330; Pl 2.1: 4)

Grozdna jama is a 75 m long sloping cave. There is
only one passage in the cave, which widens from a few
metres to about 10 m on two occasions. In 2001, at the
point where the sloping ground of the cave is slightly
levelled and covered with rockfall, members of DZR]
Ribnica found a fragment of a base of a wheel-made
vessel (Pl 2.1: 4) and three smaller prehistoric fragments.

6. Vrbovska or Popisana jama (cat. no. JZS 7013;
Figs. 2.2, 2.3; Pls. 2.1: 5,6; 2.2)

Vrbovska jama is a sloping cave with a steep descent
measuring approx. 40 m, leading to the lowest point of
the entry hall. The cave is located about 1.5 km south of
the village Vrbovec at an altitude of 650 m. Members of

3L E Leben, pers. comm.

32 F. Leben, Lisi¢ja jama, in: Arheoloska najdisca Sloveni-
je, 1975, 237.

33 Leben 1970, 31 and there cited bibliography.

34 Hornak, Stepisnik 2008, 45.
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SI. 2.2: Vrbovska jama, pogled na vhodno dvorano. Zaradi oglja
temnejsa ilovica kaze na obmocje ¢lovekove dejavnosti vjami.
Fig. 2.2: Vrbovska jama, the entry hall. Darker area of charcoal
on the clay floor indicates an area of human activity in the cave.

(t. 2.1: 5,6). V enem primeru gre za pribl. 30 cm dolg
jelenov parozek, ki ima eno stran obsekano z ostrim
predmetom. Drug odlomek predstavlja odsekan, 9,5 cm
velik kon¢ni del parozka.

Na mestu, kjer lezi keramika, je suha ilovica. V to
ilovico jazbeci kopljejo rove in prestavljajo keramicne
in druge najdbe. Med keramiko prevladujejo prazgodo-
vinski fragmenti (t. 2.2), verjetno poznobronastodobne
starosti.> Poleg teh pa se pojavlja $e nekaj mlajsih fra-
gmentov, ki so narejeni na loncarskem vretenu.

Leta 2007 je Vrbovsko jamo obiskala tudi Ze ome-
njena skupina, ki je iskala nove arheoloske jame na Mali
gori. Za obisk jame so se odlo¢ili na podlagi zapisnika
JZS, v katerem ribniski jamarji porocajo o odkritju kera-
mike. V delu, kjer je bila Ze leta 2001 pobrana keramika,
so izkopali “testni jarek velikosti 1 x 1 m, do globine 50
cm, kjer se ze pojavi intaktno podorno nasutje” Avtorja
navajata 8 kulturnih plasti in v treh, do globine 25 cm, so
naleteli tudi na najdbe poznobronastodobne keramike.?”

35 Prim. npr. z Dular et al. 1995, 102, t. 5: 11.
36 Hornak, Stepi$nik 2008, 45.
37 Hornak, Stepi$nik 2008, 45.
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DZR] Ribnica visited the cave on 27" May 2001 and dis-
covered some archaeological remains on the cave floor.

The cave floor is mostly covered with rockfall. At
the lowest point of the entry hall the passage descends
over a larger rockfall and continues for approx. 70 m.
The second passage or the continuation of the entry hall
ascends for about 50 m and ends with a large rockfall
in the height of the entrance on the opposite side of the
hall. The cave has no running water but some meteoric
water is trapped in small depressions all over the cave.
On locations where water is dripping from the ceiling
onto clay, several fragments of charcoal can be seen.
Areas of the entry hall floor that are not covered with
rockfall show dry clay, which is darker than the rest of
the clay in the cave due to the presence of charcoal. A
glance from the elevated continuation of the cave onto
darker clay in the cave suggests that the cave was inhab-
ited in prehistory (Fig. 2.2). Fragments of at least two
vessels were scattered among stone blocks and individual
larger stones. There is a smaller hollow on the edge of the
rockfall, which yielded a large amount of animal bones.
Some are already partially sintered. Quick examination
of the bones suggests that they belong to sheep and goat
and perhaps roe deer and red deer. Moreover, two pieces
of worked deer antler were found (Pl 2.1: 5,6). One is
approx. 30 cm long tine, cut with a sharp object. The
second fragment is a 9.5 cm long tip of a tine that was
chopped off from the tine itself.

Dry clay covers the area where the pottery has been
found. Badgers have been tunnelling through this clay
and moving pottery and other finds. Prehistoric pot-
tery fragments prevail and they most probably date to
the Late Bronze Age (PI. 2.2).3% In addition, some later
wheel-made fragments are also present.

In 2007, members of DZR]J Ribnica visited
Vrbovska jama while searching for new caves of ar-
chaeological interest on Mala gora. They decided to
visit the cave because of the notes of JZS, where cavers
from Ribnica mentioned some pottery finds. They dug a
“test trench measuring 1 x 1 m, 50 cm deep, with intact
rockfall on the bottom of it.”*® This trench was excavated
in the area where fragments of pottery were found in
2001. The authors encountered eight cultural layers.
Three of them, all lying less than 25 cm deep, yielded
Late Bronze Age pottery fragments. >’

Important information that is not mentioned by
Hornak and Stepi$nik comes from the sequence of layers
in the test trench. At the discovery of the archaeological
site, the area with pottery fragments showed several fills
of sediment, created by badgers while digging their setts.
As the sequence of layers was clearly seen in one of the
profiles, this was cleaned and photographed. Most of the
black or charcoal layers, Hornak and Stepisnik list eight

% e.g. Dular et al. 1995, 102, PL. 5: 11.
36 Hornak, Stepisnik 2008, 45.
37 Hornak, Stepisnik 2008, 45.
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SI. 2.3: Vrbovska jama. Plasti pepela in vmesnih prog oglja.
Fig. 2.3: Vrbovgéka jama. Layers of ash with intermediate
charcoal lines.

SI. 2.4: Gosposka jama. Ko$cki oglja v grus¢nati plasti.
Fig. 2.4: Gosposka jama. Pieces of charcoal in rubble.

Glede zaporedja plasti v testni sondi je pomemben
vsaj Se podatek, ki ga Hornak in Stepi$nik ne omenjata.
Ze ob odkritju arheoloskega najdis¢a je bilo na obmo-
¢ju najdb keramike vec¢ posutij sedimenta, ker so ga
spodkopali jazbeci pri kopanju svojih brlogov. Ker se je
lepo videlo zaporedje plasti, je bil eden od takih podo-
rov nekoliko ocis¢en in fotografiran. Vecina ¢rnih oz.
ogljenih plasti, ki jih Hornak in Stepinik nastejeta osem
in jih poimenujeta s “kulturnimi plastmi”® in kasneje s
“stratigrafskimi enotami’}*® je v plasti pepela. V takem
primeru bi bilo po nasem mnenju smotrneje celotno
pepelnato plast s posameznimi od nekaj milimetrov
do najve¢ nekaj centimetrov debelimi ¢rnimi progami
oglja, Steti le za eno kulturno plast, ki predstavlja ve¢
zaporednih dogodkov v ¢asu ene kulture. Na fotografiji,
ki je bila posneta ob odkritju arheoloskega najdisca, je
ze v pepelnati plasti vidnih vec kot 8 tak$nih ¢rnih prog
(sl. 2.3). Tako mnenje podpira tudi najdena keramika,
ki jo Hornak in Stepisnik uvrscata v ¢as pozne bronaste
dobe, in keramika, ki je bila pobrana v jami ob odkritju.
Ze Hornak in Stepisnik pa sta podala oceno, da “glede na
malostevilne najdbe in razkrito stratigrafsko situacijo,
ki ne kazejo sledov dolgotrajne poselitve, domnevamo,

da je bila jama uporabljena le za obc¢asno skrivalisce 40

7. Gosposka jama (kat. $t. JZS 6510; sl. 2.4)

V tej jami sicer ni bilo najdenih arheoloskih mate-
rialnih ostalin, kot so keramika, kosti, kamnita orodja,
vendar pa se glede na obliko jame in ostale pokazatelje
zdi potrebno jamo upostevati kot potencialno arheolo-
$ko najdisce.

38 Hornak, Stepi$nik 2008, 45.

39 Hornak, Stepi$nik 2008, 46, sl. 4.
40 Hornak, Stepisnik 2008, 45.
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of them and label them as ‘cultural layers™3 and later as
‘stratigraphic units,?® lie within a layer of ash. In our
opinion, it would perhaps be more sensible to consider
this ash layer with individual, from a few millimetres up
to several centimetres thick black stripes of charcoal, as a
single cultural layer with multiple events within one cul-
ture. The photograph that was taken upon the discovery
of the archaeological site shows more than eight black
stripes (Fig. 2.3). Our opinion is furthermore supported
by pottery, dated to the Late Bronze Age by Hornak and
Stepisnik, and pottery, which was collected in the cave
at the discovery. Hornak and Stepi$nik stated that “a
small number of finds and the revealed stratigraphy do
not show long-term occupation. We therefore assume

that the cave was used only as an occasional shelter”*

7. Gosposka jama (cat. no. JZS 6510; Fig. 2.4)

Archaeological remains such as pottery, bones, and
stone tools have not yet been found in this cave but the
appearance of the cave and other indicators demon-

38 Hornak, Stepisnik 2008, 45.
3 Hornak, Stepi$nik 2008, 46, Fig. 4.
40 Hornak, Stepidnik 2008, 45.
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Gosposka jama je velicasten spodmol. Od kapa
do zadnje stene je 10 m, Sirina vhoda je 17,80 m, visina
vhoda okoli 6 do 7 m.

Spodmol je ostanek podora vrtace. Skalna stena s
spodmolom danes omejuje vrtaco. Dno vrtace se neko-
liko spusca v spodmol, tako da jamska tla niso ravna.
Tla spodmola so prekrita z redkimi skalnimi bloki in
drobnim gruscem, ki nastaja zaradi krusenja stropa.
Ko so jamarji leta 1993 poskusali ob zadnji jamski
steni odkriti nadaljevanje, so odstranili nekaj skalnih
blokov in se poglobili v grus¢ do globine priblizno 40
cm. Nadaljevanje ni bilo mozno, zato so delo opustili.
V odkopanem gruscu se je v globini 25 cm pokazala 1,5
do 2,5 cm debela temna proga z drobci oglja (sl. 2.4),
drugih arheoloskih najdb ni bilo. Edina verjetna razlaga
je ta, da gre za ostanek kurisca, ki je moralo biti nekje
v bliZini vkopa.

8. Gregceva jama (kat. §t. JZS 4671; t. 2.3: 1-4)

Gregceva jama je jamski sistem s petimi vhodi.
Osrednji ali bolje receno najvedji od vseh je vhod v obliki
spodmola. Proti vzhodu se je iz spodmola mo¢ spustiti v
tudi izhod iz jame. Na severozahodni strani spodmola
je ozek, za ¢loveka ze neprehoden rov, ki se po 3-4 m
razsiri in strop toliko dvigne, da je v rovu kmalu mo¢
stati. Poleg vhoda skozi spodmol ima ta rov §e poseben
vhod 10 m severozahodno od spodmola. Nekaj metrov
za tem vhodom je ostanek nekdaj v suhi zid zlozenih
kamnov. Za zidom se odpre nekaj metrov visok in okoli
2 do 3 m $irok rov. Tla rova so prekrita z mokro ilovico.
V osrednjem prostoru rova iz tal gleda osamljen vrhnji
del stalagmita. Rov se v smeri proti vhodnemu spodmolu
nekoliko dvigne, strop pa se spusca. V tem kon¢nem delu
jamskega rova so v ilovico jazbeci izkopali globoke rove.
Med izkopanim materialom ni bilo opaziti arheoloskih
najdb. Najden pa je bil fosilen meljak jamskega medveda
(Ursus spelaeus). Zvekalna povrsina zoba je zglajena, kar
pomeni, da je zob pripadal starejSemu osebku. Zob je
lezal v mokri ali vsaj vlazni ilovici, saj je bil ze ob odkritju
sveze razpokan in je razpadel na ve¢ delov.

Na povrsini jamskega rova ob kapniku so lezali
$tirje fragmenti metli¢asto ornamentirane keramike
(npr. . 2.3: 2), vsi od iste posode. Ob zahodni jamski
steni, za manj$imi kapniki, pa sta lezala $e kos¢eno $ilo
in odlomek rogovja (t. 2.3: 3,4) ter pet manjsih fragmen-
tov verjetno prazgodovinske, a tudi mlajse keramike (z.
2.3: 1). Arheoloske ostaline so v jami nasli ¢lani DZR]
Ribnica ob svojih raziskavah leta 2001.

9. Podtaborska ali Andol$kova jama (kat. §t. JZS 95)
Jama je zanimiva predvsem v okviru preucevanja
srednjeveskega utrjevanja. Tik nad jamo je neko¢ stal
obsezen kamnit objekt. Po virih naj bi material porabili
za gradnjo cerkve sv. Avgustina v Strugah.*! Pred leti je

41 Otorepec 1996, 91.

strate that this cave should be considered as a potential
archaeological site.

Gosposka jama is a magnificent rock shelter. It
is 10 m long, the entrance is 17.8 m wide and approx.
6-7 m high.

The rock shelter is a residue of a collapsed sinkhole.
Today, the sinkhole is confined by a rock wall with a rock
shelter. The base of the sinkhole is slightly descending
into the rock shelter and the cave floor is therefore not
flat. The cave floor is covered with a few stones and fine
gravel, formed by disintegration of the cave ceiling. In
1993, the cavers attempted to find the continuation of the
cave, removed a few boulders and dug into the rubble to
a depth of approx. 40 cm. They could not dig any further
and the project was finished. The gravel that was excavated
revealed 1.5 to 2.5 cm thick dark line with fragments of
charcoal (Fig. 2.4) at a depth of 25 cm. There were no
other archaeological finds. The only possible explana-
tion is that this is a residue of a hearth, which had to be
somewhere close to the excavated trench.

8. Gregdeva jama (cat. no. JZS 4671; Pl. 2.3: 1-4)

Gregceva jama is a cave system with five entrances.
The central or rather the largest entrance is the entrance
formed as a rock shelter. Towards the east from the rock
shelter it is possible to descend to over 40 m long passage
with an exit from the cave at the lowest point. On the
north-western side of the rock shelter there is a narrow
impassable passage, which widens after 3 or 4 m and the
ceiling raises so that it is possible to stand up straight. In
addition to the entrance through the rock shelter, this pas-
sage has another entrance, located 10 m to the north-west
of the rock shelter. A few metres from this entrance one
can see some stones, which used to form a dry-stone wall.
Behind the wall, there is a few metres high and about 2 to
3 m wide passage. The floor is covered with wet clay. In the
centre of the passage there is an isolated top of a stalagmite
protruding from the floor. The passage slightly ascends in
the direction of the rock shelter, while the ceiling lowers.
Badgers have dug deep tunnels in this final part of the
cave passage. No archaeological material was found in
the clay, dug by badgers. However, a fossilised cave bear
molar (Ursus spelaeus) was discovered. The occlusal wear
facet is smooth, which means that the tooth belonged to
an older specimen. The tooth was found lying in wet or
at least damp clay and it was freshly cracked and broken
into several parts already at the unveiling.

On the surface of the cave passage, at the spele-
othem, four fragments of pottery carrying brush deco-
ration (e.g. PL 2.3: 2) were found. All of them belong to
a single vessel. At the western wall of the cave, behind
lower speleothems, a bone awl, a fragment of an antler
(PL 2.3: 3,4) and five small, probably prehistoric but
also later, pottery fragments were discovered (PL 2.3: 1).
These archaeological remains were found by the mem-
bers of DZR]J Ribnica during their exploration in 2001.
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zdajsnji lastnik vhod v jamo z betonskim zidom nekoli-
ko popravil. Verjetno je jamo nameraval uporabljati za
hladilnico. Za tem prvim vhodnim zidom je ob jamskih
stenah ohranjen e en zid. Po nekajmetrskem poloznem
spustu se danes jamski rov izravna. Vidi se, da je bil po
celotni dolzini rova odstranjen jamski sediment, po-
nekod skoraj v visini 1 m. Na nekaj mestih ga je nekaj
ostalo ob jamski steni. Na enem od takih mest je bil v
profilu najden fosiliziran medvedov podo¢nik in dva
manj$a fragmenta fosilne kosti. Verjetno gre za kostne
ostanke jamskega medveda (Ursus spelaeus). Po jami lezi
$e nekaj srednjeveske in novoveske keramike, najden je
bil tudi del rozenega glavnika.

2.2.3 KOMUNIKACIJSKA POVEZAVA
PREKO SUHE KRAJINE

10. Dolga jama (kat. $t. JZS 2149; sl. 2.5; . 2.3: 5-8)

Vhod v jamo je mogocen, od 15 do 20 m $irok in
pod kapom okoli 8 m visok spodmol (s 2.5). Dana$nji
vhod v jamo je nastal ob podoru stropa dvorane, tako
da se sedaj jamsko dno od vhoda v jamo do prve izrav-
nave spusca priblizno 20 m po tem starem podoru. Od
izravnave za vhodom se jama nadaljuje v ve¢ 10 m $iroko
in dolgo dvorano. Danes jama ne nudi dobre zas¢ite,
saj je zaradi manjSega podora stropa pri koncu jame v
jami prepih, pozimi pa so tla celotne jame v notranjosti
zmrznjena in prekrita z ledom.

Tik za vhodom, kjer se za¢ne izravnava, je desna
jamska stena nekoliko vbocena, tako da je v veliki dvorani
to edini primeren prostor, ki nudi relativno za$¢ito pred
prepihom. Tik ob jamski steni, na povr$ju jamskih tal,
so bili decembra 2002, ob obisku DZR] Ribnica, pobrani
fragmenti prazgodovinske keramike (kot npr. t. 2.3: 6),
fragment mlajse keramike z valovnico (t. 2.3: 5), kamniti
brus (t. 2.3: 7) in fragment artefakta iz zeleza (t. 2.3: 8).

Dolga jama, glede na predvidevanje, da je vhodni
podor precej starejsi od kerami¢nih najdb, ni mogla
sluziti kot poselitveni prostor, temvec je bila verjetno le
obcasna postaja za ljudi, ki so nanjo naleteli na svoji poti.

11. Antonkov skedenj (kat. §t. JZS 448; sl. 2.6) in

12. Gornja (Gorenja) vodena jama (kat. $t. JZS 447)

Vhoda v obe jami se nahajata nekaj metrov narazen
med naseljema Zvirée in Visnje. Na nasprotni strani
vrtade, na dnu katere je na jugovzhodni strani vhod v
Antonkov skedenj, se nahaja $e vhod v Dolnjo vodeno
jamo (kat. §t. JZS 446), ki je verjetno v ¢asu uporabe
jame sluzila kot mesto za oskrbo z vodo.

Dolenja jama in Antonkov skedenj sta ostanek
nekdanje jame, ki jo je podor lo¢il. Arheoloske osta-
line so bile v jamah odkrite ob obisku jamarjev DZR]
Ribnica leta 2000, osnovni podatki o najdi$¢u pa so bili
objavljeni leta 2001.%2

42 Bizjak, Jamnik, Oberstar 2001, 118-127.
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SL. 2.5: Vhod v Dolgo jamo pri Hinjah.
Fig. 2.5: Entrance to Dolga jama near Hinje.

9. Podtaborska or Andolskova jama (cat. no.
JZS 95)

The cave is particularly interesting from the point
of medieval fortification study. A large stone structure
used to stand just above the cave. References mention
that people used the material from this structure to build
the church of St Augustine (sv. Avgustin ) in Struge.*!
Several years ago, the current owner built a concrete
wall at the entrance to the cave. He probably intended
to use the cave as a cold storage. Another wall along the
cave walls is preserved behind this first wall. The cave
passage levels after a few metres of a slight descent. It is
evident that the sediment on the floor of the cave was
removed along the whole length of the passage, at some
places almost 1 m in depth. Traces of it are still preserved
along the cave walls. One of these preserved sediments
yielded a fossilised bear canine and two small fragments
of fossilised bones. These are most probably cave bear
remains (Ursus spelaeus). Fragments of medieval and
early modern pottery, along with a fragment of an antler
comb were also discovered scattered on the cave floor.

2.2.3 THE COMMUNICATION ROUTE
ACROSS SUHA KRAJINA

10. Dolga jama (cat. no. JZS 2149; Fig. 2.5; PL
2.3:5-8)

A magnificent entrance to the cave is formed as a
rock shelter and is 15 to 20 m wide and at the highest
point approx. 8 m high (Fig. 2.5). The entrance, as we see
it today, was created with a collapse of the cave hall ceil-
ing. Because of this old rockfall the cave floor descends
for approx. 20 m from the entrance to the first levelled
surface. From it the cave continues to an over 10 m wide
and long hall. The cave does not offer good protection
today, a smaller collapse of the cave hall ceiling makes
it exposed to drafts, while the cave floor is frozen and
covered with ice during winter.
